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EvpiTor's PREPACB. 


HE Pudy of hiftory is fo ad- 
Fr vantageous, and at the ſame 
time ſo delightful, that tis 
10 wonder it has been culti- 
vated by the fineſt ſpirits in all ages. 
The hiſtory of kingdoms and empires, 
raiſes our admiration, by the ſolemni- 
ty, if I may ſo call it, of the images, 
and furniſbes one of the nobleſt enter= 
tainments. But at the ſame time that 
it 18 ſo well ſutted to delight the ima- 
gination, it yet is not 'ſo apt to tourh- 
and affect as the biſtary of | private 
men; the reaſon of which ſeems to be, mw 

| AS. the 


Te PREFACE. 
fle perſonages in the former, are ſo far 
2 2 ws der that we __ 
der ourſelves, in ſome meaſure, as aliens 
Fo them; whereas thoſe who att in a 
lover ſphere, are look'd upon by us as 
a kind of relatives, from the  fnilitude 
of conditions; whence we are more in- 
Timately mov'd with whatever concerns 
them, 


But as there { is 4 difference between 
| the benefit which may be reap'd from 
the hiſtories of kingdoms, and thoſe of 
private perſons ; Jo the advantage whic 
may accrue from particular hiſto! 
themſelves is no leſs conſiderable. 

ſubjects of ſome of theſe are ſo trifling, 
and the manner in which they are 
_ worit, ſo unnatural, that they only im- 
poſe upon the mind, and convey nothing 
Subſtantial : M. bile thoſe of a ſuperior 

kind, as they treat of perſons whoſe 
lives have been remarkable for extra- 
ordinary circumſtances; ſo they often 
Serve as an excellent leſſon to all 
who are defirous of avoiding thoſe 
roc on WHICH olbers have ſplit; and of 
meriting 


The PRE FAC E. f 

Poeriting the higheſt character to which 

uman nature can attain, that ow keg 
ems.) 4h 


That the following piece may juſt 
be rand among the latter, will, F 
3 be readily granted by all 42 
dicious readers. Jis the hiſtory 

man who was as remarkable ar the. 
uninterrupted calamities of his life, as 
bis father or his contmual fucceſſes- 
ne, per ſon to a man, that from 


Tes PN 


of Wor: obſcure e broke his way to 

0 he throne, and maintain d himſelf 
5 eaceably in it; was yet *. . d to alt 
he > "Ty F fortune; ſo barba- 
„ y ud by him who gave him birth, 

re bat be became one of his moſt invete- 
n. ate enemies, and went over 10 King 
Charles II. 

ar 

e If a man had a perfett hnowledas © 
p of the 22 tis Halte, old 1 
en , like another Lemuel, under a mo- 

/1 ber's eye, whoſe vaſt hve for bim 


na de r extremely JO to Jon | 


vi. The PR RFACE 
his mind, and whoſe large experience, 
capacity and underſtanding, enabled her 
to do it without any foreign aſſiſtance; 
the depravity of his fellow-creatures 
was ſtrongly inculcated to him, at an 


age when others amuſe themſelves with | 


trifles. The ſolitude he was brought up 
in; the excellent moral authors which 


his fond parent put into his hands; and 


the judicious comment ſhe made upon 
them, gave a peculiar bent to Mr. 
| Cleveland's mind; fo that when be 
came to enter upon the Stage of the 
world, which he did with the utmoſi 


reluBtance, it appear d to him in a 
ves 


guite di ifferent light, from what it 
10 be ref of men, 


* 
1 


- But as the relation: which. FR gives 

his ſolitude is very extraoranary} 
* the employments of it inſtructive 
and entertaining; fo when he lead it, 
and comes to afſociate with mankind, 
be gives a juſt and natural deſeriptio 
of the diftdence ꝛubich is almoſt in 
parable from the beft..and .moft 9 — 
wuous minds; a circumſtance, which 


| 
0 
l 
5 
1 


s if tec often depre es them, 5 it mv 
cacb others who labour under 4 
en that way, to fet & p 1a. 
ue on their own talents; and not ſuf- 


7: fer themſelves to be over-aw'd by the 
5 oin, the ignorant, and the noly.. 
ch WM The Treachery be afterwards met 


with, points out to us, that we ought 


any man, till we know him thorough- 
ly ; nor ſuffer our ſelves to b+ deluded 
by a fpecious appearance of friendſhip. 


it N apt to impoſe upom ur; for 
the maſh ir puts on, is often ſo nas 
tural, and beurs fo great à reſem- 
blance to virtue, that the moſs wa- 


other. 


* The paſſion be had for my lird Ax. 
minſter's daughter, is of the 72 
tiſul kind. Struct before be was ſens 
Ihle of it, the Bus given "ſo tiotly 4 


AE 
N that 


not to repoſe too great a confidence in 


[ypocriſy, as it is @ very odious vice | 


and at the ſame time of the moſt beau 


* 
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The PREFACE. 
has all who have ever been in Jove, muſt 
own it to be vaſtly tender and natu- 
pa The ſtruggles be had with him. 
He when be þ ff knew his. diſtemper, 
are fo delicately deſerib'd ;. and the i 
reſolution be bad 8 ſhewn in 
combating bis inclinations, ſo great, that 
we may juſtly ſay; of him with Adana 
FR Loſt, 


- 
—_ [ TY | _ a « 


Ys only weak 
ed the en of _—_ 8 powerful 
. Glance. 7 


8 going over t ling Charles n. 
end the particulars Be gives of Oli- 
ver's private biſtory are very curious, 
and have till now been a ſecret. Poſe 
Aby ſome may doubt the veracity of 
them, from Oliver's ſpecious indifference 
zo the fair ſex, and the filence of biſto- 
5 riaus on that bead. But whoever con- 

| fiders bis deep diſfimulation, and the 
frong reaſons be had to. conceal bis 
amour, will not wonder at their be. 
ing known. hitherto oy to the pores 
cancerm d. 2 
1 
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The PRE PACE V 
F any one ſhould accuſe him of 

N e father's character in tos 

e adious colours, he muſt call to mind 
the principles he had imbib'd in bis 
infant years, and the inbuman treat- 
ment. be met with from: him. That 
he. agrees in this particular. with the 
moſt celebrated Engliſh hiſtorians i- 
well known, My: lord Clarendon, a= 
mong others, ſays, . That. he attempted 

« thoſe things which no gad man durſt. 

« have ventur'd on — No man, (ſays 

« his lordſhip,) with more wickedneſs. 


« ever” attempted any thing, or brought. 
— he. Ara gu. wic 


«K t0 paſs W 
« _—_ | 


An oljection may be made to. Oli» 
ver's being mention d as Speaker | of” 
the Houſe of Commons ;. fince 408; 
don't find any ſuch circumſtance in 
hiftory. This I myſelf hinted to ſome 
per ſons-of diſtinction, who aſſur d me, that 
they knew by undoubted tradition, that © 
Oliver had. been nominated to this ein- 
Ployment by ſeueral members upon a par. 


f 
. 
ticular \ 
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x The PRE FAC E. 
ticular view; but that he declined it, 
from a ſenſe of bis incapacity — 


1 With honour. 


7 he Reader will very pg 0 | be 
defirous ef knowing how theſe Papers 
came into my Hands, To ſatisfy bis cu- 
riofity, J am to inform him, that they 
were given me by Mr. Cleveland, the 
author's ſon, a perſon advanced in years, 


foreign countries, and lives now in 
ſtreet, Weſtminſter. 7. firſt got 420. 
Guainted with him abort three Jears 480 


rience and affability,, gave me u. very 
advantageous ideg of bim; which, with 
fame unexpefed fa bours be afterwards 
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cultivating his friendſhip. 47 After ſome 


where we lodg d in the ſame bouſe. 


Were he firſl fhew'd me his father's: 


w% *©s 4 4 * 
e —— 
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fare and ſatisfaction, that I was very 
urgent u with him to ave them printed, 
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Handing his other great talents) to Fe 5 


who ſpent the greateſt part of his 8 in 
1 


at - -Mont pelier. His wood Jenſd, exße⸗ - 


indulg d me, made me very defirous f 


Hay in this city we return d to Paris, 
ers, which gave me 2 much Plea- 


perfuacre : 
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The- PR E FACE. 
perſuaded that they would be à very 
Wy acceptable preſent to the public. He 
told me, that the only objection he had 
to my propoſal, was, the confus d method 
in which they were writ ; and the dif- 
cult taſk it would be to digeſt em in 


„ /#cb 4 manner, as might make them 
. worthy of appearing in the world; e- 
„ ecially as be mas engag d ix 4 tedious. 
; law. ſuit, which took up tbe greateſt. 
2 part of his time. This I obviated by a 
"| WH mrodeht offer of my ſervice, which" My 


good friend accepted; and an i 7 
French gentleman, "who'-unterflands 
the Engliſh tongue per fettHy well, agree- 
ing to. ſhare with" me in it, wwe 
dvd it in the namer in . which it is 
now. publiſh'd, without altering 4 fingle 
circumflance' in the whole work; After 
we bad frniff'dvit, "Mr. Cleveland- was 
pleas d to giue ur rbe approbatian f the. 
whole, and returning to England wirs 
me, he conſented _— fo. ts Eng 
tion. 8 N * TH 
xi $14.3. v3 Oy KY 4 3nd an 

© Himes \ſurprifing incidents witch "WE, 
meat with in ow following ſheets, may: 
perhaps. 


xii The PRE FA CE. 
perhaps incline ſome readers to doubs 
the truth f them. But how many fa- 
nous authors have been accus d of writ= 
ing untruths, which afterwards have 
been found to be matters of fact? Pli- 
ny, the naturaliſt, ſuffer d long under 
this aſper fon; and the Traves of Sir 
John Chardin _ confider'd in the 
fame light. by multitudes; till ſeveral 

erjons- of, undoubted credit, who have 
Aince viſted the ſame countries, aſſure.” 
us of bis veractty, We migbt extend 


this obſervation-to ah Rn | 
4 it were nec gon p. 
LOOM Ajit Tl if 


The things about . N. Cleves 
land writes, did not happen ' ſo many 
years ago but that there are per fons now 
kving who remember them; That the 
bord Axminſter ſuffer d under great miſe 
fartunes, is well known : Not to men- 

tion that our author agrees in @ great 
many particulars with the moſt authen- 
tic hiſtorians; a circumſtance which 


adds no lietie pet zo ban #gfs my in 
_ | 4, Se e 
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The -cave of I is well 
known to be of a 72 8 
tent. Fit ſhould be 77 4, how 
everal receſſes 2 it came not in © 
 d:/cover'd before, I anſioer, that Pole 
fibly no one was ever reduced to the 
fame neceſſity of hiding bimfelf in it, 
as the lord Axminſter and Af. Cleve- 
land; @ circumflance which might 
prompt them to pierce further into , 63 
than any other perſon had done be) 
Camden ſpeaking: of the famous” 
in Derbyſhire, ſays, Sub hoc Mays 
five: ſubterraneus meatus —— magno 
hiatu patet, - * receſſus 
habet. Wockey-Hole, under Mendip 
hills near Wells in Somerſetſhire, 11 4 
vaſt cavern, containing ſpacious apart- 
ments, ſtone walls, Jabyrinths, &c. The 
cave near Ryegate in Surrey, the re- 
treat 0 L A, 3 in the rei 
ohn, where we fill ſee the. 
2 5 in which they ſat 1 — is 
arm d by the e to haue run 
four miles under ground, and to have 


been flopt u up not long fince 11 the falli Th 
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The lata which Mr. Bridge; half- 
Brother to our author, giues of the colo- 
ny from Rochel, which fetlea near the 
fland of St. Helena, is curious and 
ſurpriſing. But are ue to wonder: that 
tho ; people conceal'd themſelves ſ care- 
fully from the reſt of the world? Ha- 
73h 7 a dreadful fege, T which 
2 y ſuffer'd the extremes of 2 

tbey will might pant after 
= 60 — 10 J. | alway 2 
4 freedom Wale agreable to 25 
diftates of | their religien; and having 
feund ſuch a one, what could be more 
—— than for em to wiſh to liwe in 
it for ever, fecludes from all commerce 


1 the ref of their. e Beatem 4 


„ novwithfoning, ber the Han 
| the reader ſhould ſtill  fuſpect- the 
Truth 727 70 {ome particulars, I yet am per- 

be will not think the time ſpent in 
the 9. of this wark I; fence. befdes 
* Agreulle tun of the'tneidents; the 
folid aud\maſterly-reflections which 
are re fender du Ig * be Te, p< 
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The PRE FACE. 1 
Ford a moſt uſeful inſtruction to all who 
are defirous of it. Telemachus 2s well 
nown to be a fictitious piece, but what 
book was ever more entertaining, or a- 
WL bounds with finer precepts for the con- 
duct of life 


. . 


e 
4 
r 
*. 


As I have been abſent ſome years from 
ny native country, poſſibly the expreſ” 
ſion may not, in ſome few places, be al- 
together ſo correct as it ought to have 
been, for which I muſt defire the judi- 
cious reader's indulgence, In a little 
time I ſhall publiſh two volumes more, 
which will conclude the work. 


The Evpitos. 


THE 


LDS. W S8 


SENDER 


24 79 IR. 
9 - N . 
Ari. PCS 
7 * * 8 .. g 
uf + - +" "1 = Ko. 
>. 2 


Ms CLEVELAND! 
| NATURAL SON. 00 


. / 
Oli ver A | 
ITE 


Þ 4 N Kg is ſo aa 
| known in the World, that I 
need not expatiate upon my 
Extraction. There is no one 
but 598. heard the Character of that cele- 
brated Man, whoſe Virtues as well. as 
NE 7 Crimes 


* Type Life f 
Crimes we re, for ſeveral years, the admi- 
ration of all Europe. Hiſtorians are ſtill 
divided with Regard to the Rank in 
which they are to place him, and whe- 
ther he is to be conſider'd as a Hero or 
a Villain; but in what light ſvever he 
may be ſet, they can, never rob him of 
the immortality he deſerves under one of 
theſe titles. Tho' I am his ſon, I ne- 
vertheleſs ſhall relate with the utmoſt 
impartiality, ſuch of his actions as I may 

have occaſion to mention. 

NoTw1THSTANDING his affected zeal 
for religion, he yet was not inſenſible to 
the pleaſures of love. He had ſeveral 
children by his wife, and others by dif- 
ferent miſtreſſes. Tis an aſtoniſhing cir- 
cutriſtance, that the poſterity of ſo for- 
midable and wealthy a man, ſhould have 
been made the ſport of fortune, and be 
moſt of them reduced to an obſcure and 
miſerable conditton of life. Neverthe- 
leſs, if we except one of them who bore 
his name, and inherited an inconſiderable 
part of his wealth, which deſcended. to his 
n, who now exerciſes an employment 
of little figure in the civil government 
in Landon; all the reſt wer drove from 
their native country at different times, 
and did not enjoy any part of are 


— 0 = 
— 3 12 - r "I 2 
79 — 8 . 5 
y . 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 3 
ther's poſſeſſions, My ill. fate was ſuch, 
that I was the moſt unfortunate of them 
all, as the reader will find in the fol- 
lowing-hiſtory. 1 e 
 Poss1BLY jt may be asked, what kind 
of pleaſure can an unhappy wretch take 
in awaking the remembrance of his paſt 
misfortunes, ſince the relating them muſt 
revive the idea of what was once ſo tor- 
menting? To this I anſwer, that none 
but a happy perfon can ask ſuch a que- 
ſtion, it being well known to the unfor- 
tunate, that nothing can be a greater 
conſolation to a troubled mind, than the 
liberty of venting its ſorrows. A miſe- 
rable perſon 1dolizes his grief as much 
as a happy man does his pleaſures. If 
ſilence —. ſolitude are agreeable in af- | 
fliction, *tis becauſe we may retrace them 
calm and undiſturb'd, have the ſa- 
tisfaction of breathing our ſighs without 
being interrupted. But a ſtill greater 
conſolation is, the deſcribing our mis- 
fortunes in writing. Paper, tho* it may 
appear an inſenſible confident, is not 
ſo m reality it receives, as tt were, a kind 
of warmth, by imbibing the Impreſſions 
of a tortur'd Heart; it treaſures- them 
up faithfully when the Powers of the 
Memory fail; *tis always ready to repre- 

| B 2 ſent 
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g Te Liſe 
preſent 8 5. and this inns not only 
teeds a ſoft and delightful anxicty, but 
is alſo of uſe to juſtify it. This pre- 
mis'd, T here begin my Stor. | 
My Mother's Name was Elizabeth = 
Cleveland, ſhe was daughter to one of 
the chief officers that ſuperintended the 
palace of Hampton court. Her beauty il 
was: ſo, engaging, that Charles I. no ſooner i 
ſaw her but he was ſmit. Few women 4Y 
aſſume a haughty air when a monarch ad- 
dreſſes them; my mother. was proud that 
her charms had merited ſuch notice, and 
being of a cunning and i intriguing caſt of | 
mind, ſhe was ſenſible that in ſuch une- 
qual amours, where love mpſt employ 
all it's power to ſhorten the diſtance of 
conditions; the ſame beauties which capti- 
vated a lover s heart, are not always ſuf- 
ficient ;to. fix his conſtancy. and fidelity; 
for which reaſon ſhe heighten'd her per- 
ſonal charms with thoſe of, her. mind. 
She enjoy'd his favour a conſiderable 
time, if we conſider the fick leneſs of tem- 
per which was natural to that king ; but 
then it was too ſhort to ſatisfy her am- 
bition, which was the predominant paſ- 
ſion of her ſoul; ſo that the violence of 
that monarch's flame beginning to abate, 
ſhe perhaps was more e dejected with fat 
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Myr. CLEVELAND. 5 
7 Il than ſhe had been elated with her 
eie. My mother had not ſtrength of 
ind ſufficient to ſuppreſs her diſcon- 
Meents; when her indiſcreet complaints, and 


Per publick intimacy with ſeveral perſons 


eth , 

ho oppos'd the Royal Family, made 
of ier be ta conſider as a declar'd ene- 
he b y to the king. U pon this her penſion 
ry as cut off, and ſhe oſt thoſe remains of 
cr Grandeur, the till then, by her artful Ma- 
cn nagement, had kept up. Mr. Cleveland, her 
d. father, who was a zealous royaliſt, having 
ar ſhut the door againſt her, neceſſity forc'd 
1 her to follow the firſt advice which ha- 
af | 


tred had ſuggeſted, that is to:throw her- 


e- ſelf among the king's enemies. ä 
Dy Mx father made at that time a 1 
of derable figure among the malecontents. 
ti- His good ſenſe, his uncommon talents, 
if. his — To veneration for religion, the re- 
& life he led, and above all- the ex- 
1 


naorditary zeal he diſcover'd for his 
eſteem of multitudes in London, and malle 
fender of their laws, and the bulwark of 


n- their liberties. L cannot ſay whether he 
. had then form'd the ambitious deſign 
of which afterwards made ſuch a noiſe in 
e, * world; but having "_ profe ſs d 


B 3 himſelf 


country's welfare, had gain'd him he 


all the Engliſh conſider him as the de- 
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| ſtruck, and Mrs. Cleveland did not 
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imſelf an enemy to the government, he nl 


had too much judgment not to know 


that he might draw the greateſt advan- Y 


WM 


tage from Mrs. Cleveland's. acquaintance. | 


He knew her character, and that ſhe had M 
been let into the moſt ſecret tranſactions 
of the court during her proſperity. 'I'was 3 1 
my father ſhe addreſs'd ; and he had re- I 


ceived her in ſuch a manner as very 


much ſooth'd her vanity ; for he — 1 1 


ed the uneaſineſs of revealing her mis- 


fortunes to him, by offering her not on- 43 


ly his own purſe, but that of his friends 4 
and at the ſame time deſir'd ſhe would | 
leave to him the making of her fortune, | 
He won her eſteem . and confidence to 

ſuch a degree in this firſt interview, char | 
ſne ſoon after conſider'd him as her beſt 


friend, When two perſons of a different | 1 


ſex have a great friendſhip for each | 
other, it ſoon improves to love. Their | 
political converſations became not long 
after tender ones: They were mutual 


it beneath her to become the Miſtreſs of 

a Man of my father's character, tho' ſhe 

had been ow to a king, | 

 Howevex, her love produc'd an un- 

expected eſſect, which was of fatal con- 

ſequence to her ambition. The ink 
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ink at certain foibles in a woman, when 
ey ſeem ennobled by the cauſe from 
nich they ſpring. The honour of being 

ear in the affections of a monarch,” bal- 
nces, in ſome meaſure, the loſs of vir- 
Nee. But if we except the exalted riſe, 
as nich ſooths our pride to that degree as 
o change our ideas in this manner; man- 
ind are univerſally agreed to conſider 
: a diſadvantageous light, all ſuch wo- 
en as ſuffer themſelves to be drawn 
away by the ſuggeſtions of a blind paſ- 
ſion. I cannot even pardon this in my 
mother, notwithſtanding that I owe my 
birth to an imprudence of this nature. 
She met with as little indulgence in Lon- 
don. All the perſons of diſtinction whoſe 
eſteem ſhe had till then preſerved, de- 
prived her of it, and likewiſe of their fa- 
miliarity and friendſhip ; my father him- 
ſelf no longer valued her, after ſhe had 
indulged all his deſires, and thinking ſhe 
could be of no further ſervice to him, he 
treated her no otherwiſe than as a com- 
mon miſtreſs. My mother was very much 
diſguſted at this change, and it cur'd her 
of the paſſion ſhe had entertain'd for my 
father, She had pride enough to leave, 
her lover without breaking into reproaches, 
and went to Hammer/mith, being then big 
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with me. TI don't know what views the | 


had, or how ſhe thought to ſubſiſt; kow- al 
et her ſo far, nl 


ever, my father did not forg 
as not to ſettle an honeſt maintenance o 


her. Her misfortunes were of advantage to 


her, as they made her diſtafte thoſe things al 
the had till then been fo fond of; and the = 
not only bid adieu both to love and 'im- 


bition, bur alſo to all the innocent recrea- ll 


tions which moſt of her ſex delight in. 
Accordingly ſhe devoted kerſelf to a'fe- 
rious courſe of life; made ſtudy A 
ling employment, and” after ſhe had iſ 
brought me into the world, ſhe took che 
utmoſt care of my Infancy, and afrery 
of my education. 24:4 

IT wilt be impoſſible for me to get thi 
wiſdom and virtue of- this excellent mo- 
ther, in ſo beautiful a light as it deſerves: 
She was now no longer that licentious 
woman, who had been alternately a flave' 


to love and ambition; for her tho hes 


were now as chaſte and regular ds her 
outward conduct. I was no Lane in 
form'd with ſome little glimmering of 
reaſon, but ſhe herſelf undertook te ſhape 
my manners, without having recaurſe/ to 
maſters. She had got a collection of the 
moſt approv'd authors of the laſt ages, 
and the beſt tranſlations of - the- — of 
e 


her dar- 


8 


7 Mr. CLEVELAND. 9 
Moe antients. She applied herſelf ſo cloſe ro 
is ſtudy for ſeveral years, that without 

7 knowledge of the Latin tongue, ſhe 

„rade a wonderful progreſs in hiſtory. 

e had form'd her taſte with equal ſuc- 

es with regard to works of wit. The 

ooment a piece was publiſhed, ſhe im- 

eediately perus'd it with a critical eye, 

nd declaf d either her approbation or 

a- eenſure; in which circumſtance only the 
. orreſponded with the world. But the 

e- hief object of her ſtudy was moral phi- 

ioſophy, to which ſhe made all the reſt 
ſubſervient. The otlier ſciences were but 
as ſo many handmaids to attain perfecti- 

Won in that; and ſhe: conſider'd them ei- 

cher as ſolid or trifling, according as they 

Neither promoted or remov'd her from the 

knowledge of it. She had read the tran- 

Wilations of all the philoſophers antient 

and modern; and had exhib” from 

them, with uncommon penetration, their 
moſt juſt notions with regard to happi- 
neſs and truth. Of theſe ſhe, by her great 
aſſiduity, had form'd a complete ſyſtem, tlie 
ſeveral parts of which were link*d toge- 
ther after a wonderful manner, and re- 
duc*d to a ſmall number of elear and ſo- 


: lid Principles. This was her favourite 
i work, which ſhe was for ever reading; {| 
: : „ and 
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= | The Life of | 3» 
and in this, ſhe faid, ſhe found as in a il 
fruitful ſpring, her ſtrength; the motive 1 | 
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of all her actions; conſolation ; in a word, 


the foundation of her peace, and the un- 


interrupted tranquillity of her mind. 
I was hardly 


thoſe 


petition of her maxims. 
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ſeven years old, when 
ſhe Dogan to inſpire me with a taſte for nl 
undies which were ſo dear to her. 

She found me endued with a happy diſ- 
poſton, or rather ſhe infus'd it into me 
y her great care, and the frequent re- 
Hitherto I had 


3 7 


not been in any company but hers; for 
having deſign'd to mould and faſhion my 
heart according to her peculiar. notions, 
ſhe had for that reaſon debarr'd me all the Wl 
amuſements of childhood. I was conti- i 
nually under her eye, and was us'd to 


age when moſt children begin to ſpeak 3 
and the perpetual ſolitude in which I was 
brought up, gave me a habit of think- 
ing and reflecting, at an age when we 
are ignorant of our own nature, and un- 
der what claſs of animals man is to be 
rank*d. I was not taught Latin; that 

+ rg would my mother fay, is now 
to none but criticks or ſchool 
aol all its beauties 5 having been tranſ 
planted 


turn over the leaves of books before I : 
was able to lift them. I could read at an x 


= Me-. CL EVELAND. 11 
unted into the living languages by tran- 
tion; and the time which a child em- 
os in learning it, may be ſpent to bet- 
r purpoſe in informing the mind with 
olid knowledge. In a word, ſhe was 
R ery much prejudiced againſt the ſtudy | 
Or r languages in general, and called them 
Ihe confounders of reaſon, and the de- 
ttroyers of the judgment. The multi- 
rude of traces which ſo many barbarous 
and foreign words leave in the brain of a 
child, create an irreparable confuſion. 
== T would, wou'd ſhe fay, be a great mis- 
fortune, were it impoſſible to make a 
progreſs in the ſciences, without having 
devoted part of one's life to the ſtudy of 
languages; but ſince we can do ſo well 
vwichout them, tis very ridiculous to fa- 
tigue the brain with ſo uſeleſs a burthen. 
Five or ſix years of youth, which are 
ſpent in learning a little Latin, contri» 
bute very faintly, and after a remote 
manner, to conduct man to his prin- 
cipal end, which is the being wiſe and 
happy. We are not, ſays ſhe, at that 
age, to cultivate the memory, but the 
heart and the rational faculties ; and on 


virtue depends. She therefore content 0 


F 


this the whole fabric of happineſs and  - 


2 


12 3 Life "th x 
in its utmoſt purity, as it is hears that ll 
a man of ſome birth ſhould expreſs ny 
his thoughts in a polite way both in ll 
ſpeaking and writing. She alſo made me 
ſtudy the French tongue, as tho? ſhe had 
foreſeen that the planet under which 1 
was born, had deſign'd me for a life of . 
trouble and anxiety. Poſſibly, ſays ſne, 
you will 'one day be forc'd to avs our 
native country, and therefore * ve 
occaſion for a language by whic A 
may make - yourſelf underſtood to 2 
wi” ring v2, there is not __ one more f 
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univerſal than the French. 
Thus my firſt years were 5 ke in 4 
bare imitation of my mother's ſtudies. 


learnt the elements of the ſciences, with 
the fame views as ſhe did; and applied 
my ſelf particularly to hiſtory, which is 
the practic part of moral philoſophy ; 
but at the ſame time did not neglect the 
ſource of it; for which purpoſe I needed 
only to caſt my eye on the compendious 
fyſtem my mother had drawn up; that 
golden book lying always open on, m 

table, and I bad kranſertbod t with my 
own hand. I compar'd the incidents 1 
read in hiſtory with her Principles; 1 
judg'd of virtues and vices purſuant! to 


her Notions 3 > and whether it were that __ 


9 Mr. CLEVELAND. 13 
ga merely followed thoſe: natural dic- 
Nees of virtue and integrity, which are 
ee ame in all inen, when they are wil- 
ng to obſerve and act after their impulſes: 
r that my conſtant living with her, and 
ubibing continually her inſtructions, had 
er felf; I felt the truth of her maxims, 
nd found that the ſentiments of my heart 
4 raMſyftens_i0! 21 C44 95] apr ett 
—_— Whilſt we were thus leading a ſtudious 
nd ſolitary life, our unhappy countrey,was: 
rorn to pieces by inteſtine: diviſions. My: 
father, (for I call him by that name tho*: 
l did not then know him to beſo) at che 
bead of an army of furious malecontents, 
ad lighted up the fire of diſcord through- 
gout the whole ifland. Theſe. for ſeveral 
years had made dreadful havock; and the 
war ended with a crime of ablatcker dye 
than the reſt; a crime which hat not yet 
been diſtinguiſed by peculiar name, 
in any language; the reaſon of which 
undoubtedly is, becauſe no term can 
de found ſtrong endugh to expreſs! the 
villaity: of it. Lmean the nuirther f 
C * _ our Hwful ſowereign. 
Al rRHO the great privacy in which; w 
then lived, had — n mb] 
( | erles 


14 The Life . 
ſeries of war, it yet was „podle for 


._ | 
” 
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us not to hear of that ſad cataſtrophe. 1 


ment. My mother enquired into the par- 
ticulars of that fatal — and imme- 
' diately related the whole to me; and tho 


' ſhe bad armꝰ d her breaſt with philoſophy, 1 * 


ſhe yet could not forbear burſting into 
tears as ſhe ſpoke the following words. 


Liſten, my fon, ſay 8 ſhe ; liſten 2 fa nr" 3 
ſtory that is not 6. be parallell'd in hi- 


ſtory. The king has loſt his, head on a 
ſcaffold, and your | father's guilt has 
brought him to it. Bleſſed Goa! ſays 


ſhe, let not thy vengeance be proportion d 


to this horrid crime; at leaſt let it not 
reach us! As I had never before been fen- 

ſible to the leaſt uneaſineſs, and my mo- 
ther had always appear'd as undiſturb'd 
as my ſelf; her tears; the confuſion: with 
which ſhe began to ſpeak ; and the name 
of father, which I had never heard before, 
made ſo deep an impreſſion upon me, that 
I fell into a ſwoon. . Being recovered from 
it, I fix'd my eyes upon her as tho” 1 
expected the ſequel of ſo exttaordinary a 
— She then ſatisfied my anxious 
yy _= informing me of — adveri- 
tures, 


The cry of the blood of that good Lug 4 
reached Heaven, and the deep groans of al! 
true Exgliſomen, pierc'd to our retire- ll 
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| Mr.CLEvELAND. ww 
res, my birth, the rank ro which my 
cher had raiſed himſelf, and whatever 
g e had heard from thoſe who had related 
ber the troubles of England, and the 
iragical end of our unhappy monarch. 
8 Trno' I was but young, with regard 
years, yet my mind was not ſo. M 
o' nother had painted her ftory in the m 
rrong and lively colours, and when ſhe 
had ended it, I was fired with ſuch a tran- 
port, as for ſome time made me inſenſible 
to what was doing round me. I was ter- 
rified, as it were, with the multitude of 
images which crouded in at once upon my 
brain. Tis not but I had read of the 
= overthrow of ſtates, of troubles, and 
bloody wars; but paſt events, when bare- 
ly told by an hiſtorian, make but a faint 
impreſſion on the mind. But here, me- 
I thoughts I ſhar'd in the preſent revolution, 
nin the perſon of my father. The impulſes 
of nature claſn'd with the maxims I had 
imbib'd. I found my ſelf inclined to love 
him, and had an earneſt deſire to ſee that 
great man, tho' at the ſame inſtant I de- 
teſted him as a monſter that was guilty 
of the blackeſt of all crimes, and his uſage 
of my mother compleated my averſion. 
Hitherto I had no other ſentiments but 
thoſe of natural rectitude; virtue and 
. 2 wiſdom 
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46 e Lie of ® 
wiſdom were the only objects of my love 
and admiration, and I could not conceive WF 
it was poſlible for a man to deviate vo- 
luntarily from either of them. Thus did 
J begin to deſpiſe the man who gave me 
birth, the inſtant I was told who he was; 
and the dear name of father was ſuddenly Wl 
united-in my imagination with the ideas of i 
averfion and hatred, Tg = 

I mvsT. however do my mother hi 
juſtice to ſay, that the moment ſhe. 
ceived my inclinations on this head, ſhe 
did her utmoſt. to. eradicate. them; but it 
is difficult to eraſe impreſſions from a 
young mind. IT was to no purpoſe that 
ſhe employ'd the very maxims which I had 
approv'd ſo much while ſhe inſtill'd them 
into me, We muſt, ſays ſhe, abhor vil- 
lainy 3 but then we live in ſuch a world, 
that we are ſometimes obliged to bear 
with it. This is particularly true with 
regatd to perſons to whom we: are bound 
by the ties of duty and reſpect; on theſe 
occaſions, all we are allowed to do is to 
grieve for their guilt, and to pray to hea- 
ven for their reformation; but be their 
crimes ever ſo great, yet theſe can never 
authorize us to refuſe them what nature 
or other duties may oblige us to render 
8 She even gave me to 5 

r 
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ag Fhat 1 ought for my own fake to think 
* favourable as "poſble | of my father ; 


d 3 hat 1 had nothmg to hope for from any: 
vperſon but him; that our moderate: ſub- 
fiſtance depended wholly on his bounty 3 
chat as the penſion ſhe enjoy'd was ſertled 
on her only, I ſhould be in want of e- 
WJ very thing after her” death; conſequent· 
u.“ chat it would be proper for me to 
addreſs him, in order that he might o] 
me for his ſon,” and make my fortune. 
Notwithſtanding I was fully fenfible bo 
the importance of theſe 'reafons, they 
coti'd not change my fentiments'w1 85 
gard to! him. I ſpent ſevetal Years in- 
retirement, and coud not be wa 
wick to Jeave "it; in order to ſolicite for 
advantages which T did not value, ant 
would not owe to a man, whom I abhorr'> . 
to conſider as a father. 8 and fe- 
fection ad brought me to a fixr perſun- 
ſion, clit Kicley 6es not confiſt in af | 
fluence!” Virtue; A8 . is in 
on the goods ef fortune ; and tis 
forms the happineſs of the upright man. 
My mother had undoubtedly the ſame 
ſentiments" on that head; Aber IF” had 
ſuck'd in, us it Were, mine With her milk; 
= then ſhe hthned them wick experi- 
and therefore conſider d them in 4 
more 


r "EF Oe. me” 
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more juſt light. She was fenſible that the J 
weakneſs and wants of the body, interfere il 
perpetually with the tranquillity which 4 
forms the ha 22 of the 2 2 "that al- 
tho? philoſophy curbs the paſſions, it yet a 
does not EE us inſenſible to the cravings 
of nature; that certain extremes of ill for- 
tune difcancert the wiſe man, and make 
him forgetful of his principles; in a yords 2 
that tho a good man ought not to mn 
to be ſo much the minion of fortune, as 
to make him ſwerve from the dictates of . 
virtue; he yet ſhould endeavour to raiſe 
himſelf above penury and want, as they al 
are known to damp all the faculties of 
the mind. This ſhe inculcated ſo often, 
and was ſo vaſtly urgent with me, that 1 8 
at laſt conſented to go to London, and i 
wait upon my father, He had then at- 
tain'd the higheſt paint of worldly glory. 
All his enemies were dead or .  þ 
parliament conſiſted wholly of his —— 
rents, and all the military employments 
were filled with his creatures; ſo that no 
monarch's authority was ever eſtabliſh'd 

on a ſtronger foundation, The modeſt 

title of lord protector of the. common-wealth, 
ſeem'd ta ſecure the duration of his pow - 

er; becauſe that the people, who are al- 
ways impoſed * by outſide, were firm 


ly 


1 Mr. CLEVELAND. 19 
he perſuaded, that a man who difcovered 
much moderation, could not be prompt- 
vy any other motives than thoſe of his 
ountry's love, or any other views than 
Mie public utility. He was affable, po- 
$Dular, belov'd by the greateſt part of his 
untrymen, and reſpected or dreaded by 
oreigners. We were inform'd in Lon- 
* of theſe changes. My mother, who 
iaad long known his character, eaſily faw 
hrough this diſguiſe ; but confining her 
thoughts to her own boſom, ſhe imagin'd 
that even his hypocriſy might be of ſome 
ſervice to us. Twas not probable he would 

| {ol 2 7 his — 20s * affected 
to lhew 1o mu vour | indulgence 
to the public. She defired to be ad- 
gmitted to a private audience, and her 
requeſt was immediately granted; ac- 
cordingly we were — *. into his pa- 
lace, when he came alone a mament after 

into the cabinet where we waited: for him. 
HF knew my mother, tho? he had not 
ſeen her ſo many years; and coming up to 
her in a very polite manner, he aſł d what 
ſervice he could do her. The ſight of a 
Man whom ſhe had once lov'd to ſuch a 
degree as to ſacrifice every thing for his 
fake, made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion, that 
ſhe immediately burſt into tears. He 
| ſeem'd 


20 We Life * 

ſeem'd to Pr. very much affected, and 
again offer'd her his ſervice ſhe" told 
him at once, that ſhe: had been happily de- 
livered of the child which was the fruit of 
their loves; that ſhe had till then brought 
him up in a recluſe way of life, and had 
given him fuch an education, as might 
make him not altogether unworthy of 
ſuch a father; and that ſhe then took 
the liberty to preſent his ſon to him in 
order che] he might reap the advantages, 
he might raturally expect from being 1 ſo | 
nearly related to him. 

Oliver ſeem' d loſt in thought for ſ. vine 
moments upon hearing this, when changing 
tountenance on a ſudden, he look*d upon 
us with athaughty and contemptuous eye. 
No, no, ſays he, this artifice is too glar- 
ing; conſider how greatly you are o- 
blig'd to my goodneſs, that I don't im 
ſtantly puniſh your impudence; and take 
care not᷑ to reveal this piece of villainy to 
any perſon, as you with not to· be treat- 
ed as you deſerve. He had no ſooner gl- 
ven us this cruel anſwer but he turn'd a- 

and left us in the utmoſt confuſſon 

— ho aſtoniſhment, as the e b way 
ſuppo legt vin 

2 or en Ae 1 tomy d- | 

ther, _ me * this; you nom te 

. whether 8 


2. 


W þ 


ff! tribune Boer hea) A. 


e 


fident of my fatherꝰs ſeerets, paſt juſt b 
us, as he was going into ¶ Hilahal. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 2T 


| whether I was not in the right in refuſing 


at firſt to comply with your d2fires.:, She 
was in ſuch deep affliction, cas deprived | 
her of the power of making me an anſwer, 
when leaning upon my ſhouider we left 
the apartments, and came into the ſtreet, 
ſhe not being able to open her lips till 
that time: And now chance, or her on 


choice, brought us before the palace of 


I/hitehall, under which king Charles had 
unhappily loſt his head. I here we ſtopt 
a moment, when her grief became on a 
ſudden ſo violent, chat being no longer 

able to ſtand, ſhe was oblig c to ſit down 
on a ſtone bench that was fix' d in the wall. 
Here ſhe exclaim'd for ſome time againſt 
the horrid injuſtice of men and her unhap- 
py fate. I ſympathiz d with her com- 
plaints, and was now much more exaſſ 

rated againſt the author of our 2 


tunes; and how ur 


might be, my reaſon did n hem. to 


condemn it. Whilſt we were revolving 4 
theſe anxious thoughts, Fairfax, the con- 


25 
15 „ 
» 


had ſeen my mother ſo often in Louder 


| * he ſoon reeollected her rand cbeing 


very, much ſurpriz d to: find her fitting 
erp, he _— to pay her a civil compli: 
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ment. Her grief was ſo viſible, that he 


eaſily perceiv'd it, upon which he be- 5 
ſought her to acquaint him with the cauſe Wi! 


of it; and, as perſons when ſeiz'd with a 
deep affliction, are ſcarce able to aſſume a 
borrow'd conntenance, ſhe open'd her 
heart to him without the leaſt reſerve, He 
liften'd to her attentively, and whether it 
were out of compaſſion, or a political view 


with regard to Oliver's intereſt, he promi- 


ſed to act ſo zealouſly in her favour, as 
might, he ſaid, perhaps be of the greateſt 
ſervice to us both. Wait here for me, ſays 
he, Pl] go back purpoſely to my lord pro- 
teftor, and in the mean while would have 
you flatter yourſelves with the hopes of niy 
ſucceeding. He left us, when I begg' d my 
mother not to ſtay ; Why, ſays I, ſhou'd 
we expoſe ourſelves a ſecond time-to the 
cruelty of a barbarous wretch, who is 
dead to all the ſenſations of tenderneſs and 
nature? He indulges me a favour in re- 
fuſing to own me for his ſon; and he 
takes from me the ſhame of having fo 
criminal and contemptible a creature for 
my father. My mother was deaf to my 
entreatics, and we waited for Fawfax's 
return, who preſently appear'd with an 
air af ſatisfaction, as made us believe he 

had met with ſucceſs. He told us, his 

e | _ argue 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 3 
rguments had prevail'd ſo far with the 


| rotector, as to make him think twas a 
iſnhonour to him not to own me. Hi 


wmour with my mother was univerſally 
now, as well as the fruits of it before 
e withdrew to her ſolitude; but the life 
2 had fince led, 'had-remoy*'d' all _ 
ions of every kind; fo that Fairfax, 
as a very artful man, had taken advan- 
age of my father's blind ſide, and re- 
preſented ts him, that his cruelty to me, 
ould ruin the good opinion he had en- 
deavoured to preſerve in the world, with 
egard to his uprightneſs and humani 
and thereupon defir'd us to return wich 
him to che palace. As we were going / 
he acquainted her with a circ 
that had occaſion'd her being fo ill re- 
eived by the protestor, which was, that 
he had that morning received a viſit of 
much the ſame nature with ours. Ano- 
ther of his miſtreſſes, whoſe name was 


Molly Bridge, had waited upon him with | 


a ſon about my age which ſhe had by 
him. The proteftor was vex'd to Tee her, 


being afraid Jeſt this ſhould ire the | | 
world an unfavourable idea of his mo.. 


rals, and his cbnfufion was very much 
increas'd when he found himſelf addrefa : 
abour an affair of the fame nature. ph 


1 innocont blood. I remembred 


24 e Life W +0. 
Frlairfax 2 us to a more private 

apartment than that in which we Rad 
pefore been introduc'd; and we had not 
been long in it, when my father came to 
us, He now appear'd Witha calm and 
ſexcne FAUILENANEE 250g 1,Feegiy'd. — 


915 


excuſe. for receiving us ws Jl before, he 
aſſur'd any mother that; he he eſteem' d her 
as much as he had ever done, and was 
willing to give her a proof of it. Then 
turning about to, me, and calling me 
his 7 — - lons depend Nee » lays 
he, I'Il be . friend e, your 
fortune. While, he- ſaid, this I. continiieg 
with my eyes Ax d on the. ;Eroung, and 
did not once open my lipss nor Was 


heart ſuſceptible of the tender emotions of 


nature. I recall'd,.to,.my., memony che 
72 of king, Charles and fancied 
ſaw the executioner cover d with his 
All the tor- 

ments my mother had ſuffer'd, and fan- 
cied I was ſpeaking to her | * ; 
2 call'd to ee Wa 


2X 


r 
227 5 had. 2 f COL Ds and 1. ay 
1 in his air chat: terrifed mei 


a ys 
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Ways my mother to me; fall at your fa- 
er's feet, embrace them, and endea- 
our to make yourſelf worthy of his 
are; but I did not once ſtir, upon which 
e told him that I was vaftly modeſt; 
owever, he took no manner of notice 
pf what ſhe ſaid. After we had diſcours'd 
ogether, but in à cold and languid man- 
er, for ſome minutes, he again ſpoke, 
and propos'd a thing to my mother 
hich he ſaid would be of great advan- 
age to us both. You muſt know, ſays 
e, that I've much at heart the colonies 
pf Jamaica and New-England; now III 
leave it to your choice to go and ſettle 
in either of them; and depend upon it, 
hat you will amaſs riches; and the ho- 
ours to which you ſhall be rais'd, will 
ar exceed your expectations. I want 


* 6 S8 8 KAN 


— 


. 1 A 


d ſome perſons on whom I may rely, to 
is o upon the ſpot, to ſuperintend my 
r. affairs there, and by that means make his 


own fortune; both of you are very pro- 
per for my purpoſe, as you are ſo nearly 
related to me; and what I now offer 
ill be of ſuch certain advantage ito you, 
that you may now look upon your buſi- 
neſs as done. Fairfax endeavour'd to 
perſuade my mother, that the Lord Pro- 
lector did her a particular favour, in ma- 
king her ſuch a propoſal; and that his 
:: V. * preferring 


preferring us to ſo many who had ſolli-· 
cited for that employment, was a proof 
that he had a great affection for us, eſ. 
pecially as he truſted us ſo far. You'll 
be honoured and reſpected, ſays he, andi 
will acquire great riches in a few years, 
at the end of which you may return to 
England, and enjoy them in peace and 
tranquillity. > 
Mx mother ſaw at once into the ar- 
tifice of theſe offers, and though ſhe wa 
abſolutely determinꝰd not to accept offi 
them, ſhe nevertheleſs thought it would 
be of dangerous conſequence to refuſe them 
bluntly. She indeed might eaſily perceive, 
from the reception we had met with al 
little before, that our preſence was ob-i 
noxious to my father, and that his only 
view was to remove us at a great diſtance 
from him. She certainly had no manner 
of inclination to go to . and in- 
deed what pleaſure could a woman hope. 
to enjoy, in thus going into a voluntary 
baniſnhment with a child of my age? But 
then ſhe was afraid that ſomething worſe 
wou'd happen in caſe fhe refus' d; ſhe 
therefore thank*d him for the very hand- 
ſome offer he made . LO 3 
Tunis anſwer perſuaded my father 
that the would gratify his deſire, and 
being unable to conceal the fatisfaCtion 


i 
am. . 
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gave him, he embrac'd her, poſ- 
y with ſincerity, becauſe he was o- 
roy d he had impos'd, as he thought, 
pon her in that manner. After this, 

We only thing mention'd was the prepa- 
tion for, and time of our departure 
d he expreſs'd himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
though he was now reſolv'd not to 
are any expence, in order to make the 
Woyage as agrecable to us as poſſible. 


WAS A | 

ol leaven only knows in what manner he. 
ud old have perform'd his promiſe; but 
em oſe my mother made him were ambi- 
de ous; and when ſhe thank'd him for 
hc vodneſs, twas upon the ſuppoſition 


at he would give us ſuch teſtimonies 


nly it, as ſuited better with our inclina- 
ons. . E 
— Wr retired ſoon after our having left 
in- ma direction. I had not ſpoke one word 
one! che while, and my mother was angry 
11 ich me for it; but I told her my thoughts 
* ithout the leaſt diſguiſe, and was very 
ms a ſurpriz'd to find her conſent ſo ea - 
(My to leave England, merely to go in 


urſuit of uncertain wealth in an uns; 


non country. My mother told me. 
mer motives why ſhe had acquieſc'd ſo ea- 
and in outward appearance ; and as T had. 
tion other reaſon to diſapprove this offer, : 


ut che extreme contempt I had for; 
11 : 2 of riches 3 
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riches; ſhe then related to me the ſeye- 
ral reflections ſhe had made on my fa- 
ther's propoſal ; that is, his indifference 
for us both, and the deſign he had to get 
rid of us. My fimplicity and unexpe- 
rience had prevented my ſeeing fo far 
into: that matter, and I found my aver- 
fion increaſe. Such then, ſays I, are the 
views my father had in making us thoſe 
offers. Let us, continued I, ſet out for 
America; if it is a deſart and uninhabited 
place, we ſhall be far remov'd from the 
| ſociety of men; and in caſe they all. re- 
ſemble him who juſt now own'd me for 
his ſon, 1 deteſt: them. Whenever my mo- 
ther heard me exclaim in this manner, 
the would always endeavour to ſoften my 
reſentment. I ſometimes would reproach 
myſelf for it, as being unnatural ; but it 
was not in my power to ſuppreſs theſe 
ſenſations, and indeed I afterwards had 
reaſon to hate mankind ſtill more. { 
Bronx we return'd to Hammerſmith, 
in order to determine how we ſhould act 
in that affair; my mother thought proper 
to viſit a lady of her acquaintance: in 
London, who had the ſame eſteem for her 
now, as when ſhe was in her proſperity, 
She had not indeed had the leaſt. cor- 
reſpondence with her ſince her retire- 
ment; but knowing her character, ſhe 5 
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ve- The Name of this good friend was 
fa- Mrs. Riding. She receiv'd us with the ur- 
ce ¶ moſt demonſtrations of joy; but When 
get my mother had reveaPd our troubles, and 
pe- my father's propoſal, ſhe turn'd pale, 
far Nas tho* ſhe had heard ſome ſad accident. 
er- really, fays ſhe to my mother, con- 
he cluded you were dead; and the ſatisfa- 
oſe Wl ction I had of ſeeing you again Was ſo 
or great, that I did not think proper to 
ed ruffle it with any melancholly particulars; 
he but what you have now told me, obliges 
re- me to change the diſcourſe, and acquaint 
or ou with a moſt tragical ſtory. - Be 
0 aſſur'd, that both you and your ſon are 
er, undone, in caſe you put the leaſt confi- 
ny dence in the protector's promifes. Im 
ch now going to relate ſuch a ſtory, as 
it will plainly ſhew the danger you are 
ſe in, and ſerve as a nemento to you. She 
ad afterwards asked, whether ſnhe had never 
5 known Molly Bridge, who had been one 
7 of my father's miſtreſſes. I have not, 
& ſays my mother, but | Fairfax -mention*d 
er her to me; he told me, that ſne was to 
in wait on the protector this very day, with a 


y- dig, has impos'd upon ydus LA, 
r- BY know what views he had in mentioning” 
= e that 
of | 
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lied as much upon her fidelity as even. 


"ſon ſhe had by him. Fairfax, fays Nix. NE 
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2» 1 L | 
that unfortunate woman to you, for ſnhe 
has been dead theſe fifteen years, nor do 
1 believe that her ſon is alive. Hearken | 
to the ſad relation. f 
Molly Bridge was a charming creature, 
and of a moſt er temper. She had ſuf · 


fer d herſelf to de Cite tn Oliver's hy- 


pocriſy, when he was but ſpeaker of the 
houſe of Commons. His paſſion for her 
was not more laſting than that he ſince 
had for you. She, like you, was aban-l 
don'd by him when he found ſhe was with 
child, and afterwards Ianguiſh'd her days 
away in obſcurity with the fruits of her 
unhappy love. Chance made me ſtrike 
up an acquaintance with her, three | ori 
| N ears Tine Oliver had turn'd her off. ? 

e had already been perfidious to you, 


— as you diflppear'd about the ſame 


time, *twas ſuppos'd you died of grief 


when you faw $ tx rſelf deſpis'd ; or that 
you had croſs'd the ſeas, and were retir*d 


to ſome neighbouring kingdom. I ſoon 


eſteem*d Molly Bridge, and we grew vaſt- 
ly intimate. Ius'd to comfort her, when- 


ever ſhe diſcover'd any uneaſineſs at her 
being abandon'd; and told her, that af- 


fairs would: go better with her, when her 


ſon was big enough to appear before 
Oliver, and, by his preſence, awake the 
tender 


— \ Er 
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nder affection he once had for her. Young 
ige, for his mother did not dare to 
t him go by his father's name, had a 
oouſand — qualities. His mother was 
Wncommonly tender of him, and ſhe ap- 
Prov'd of my motion of preſenting him 
Wo his father, who could not, unleſs he 
ere a Barbarian, refuſe his affection ta 
Wo amiable a child. We conſulted toge- 
her how ſhe might obtain a private in- 


110 erview of him; and were of opinion, 
muß hat the ſhorteſt and moſt commodious 
„ would be, to engage him, if poſſi- 
bl dle, to come to her houſe; and I natu- 
WO OW ſuppos'd he would not refuſe fo 


mall a favour to a perſon whom he once 
ad thought worthy of his affection. She 
am'd a day, and made her requeſt by 


57 Wictter, and ſent it at a time when ſhe 

ier heard he had little buſineſs upon his hands. 

ry He came upon the receipt of it, and 
happen'd then to be at Molly Bridges. 
3 We had heighten'd the native beauty | |? 
ber little ſon, with an innocent and be- 
coming dreſs. The moment I ſaw him 
55 walk in, I withdrew into the cloſer, 
where I could hear all they ſaid. She 

7 BY faluted him in ſilence, and with a modeſt 

bi air; and calling her fon to her, ſhe pre- 


ſented him to Oliver with ſo much ten · 
ET C4 derneſs, 


32 The: Life of 7, ; 
derneſs, as might have melted the ' moſt ih: 
obdurate heart; Here, ſays ſhe, is the 
fruit of our loves. May he be fo happy 
as to pleaſe his father, after the many i 
tears and ſighs he has coſt his unhappy il 
mother ! I judg'd by his flowneſs in an- 
fwering, that this unexpected incident 
ve him ſome pain. He knew nothing 
of Mrs. Bridges having a child by him; 
and as he had aſſum'd a ſpecious air of 
ſanctity, he was afraid of every thing 
that might contribute to leſſen the opi- 
nion the world entertain'd of it. How- 
ever, he on this occaſion, acted the part 
of a profound politician. He aſſur'd 
Mrs. Bridge that he was vex'd to the 
ſoul, he had been ſo long ignorant of her 
having ſo dear a pledge of their loves 
he embrac'd both the mother and ſon' a 
hundred times; talk'd to them in the 
moſt tender and paſſionate terms, and 
proteſted he was overjoy'd to ſee them: 
and after above an hours converſation, 
he propos'd to take the child under his 
care; and ſaid, he ſhould love him as 
dearly. as thoſe he had by his wife, and 
provide as well for him. As for you, 
Mrs. Bridge, ſays he, with a feign'd tender- 
neſs, I'm afraid you've been in want of 
many things ſince I had the a 


„ NN 


. brought up with greater care undes 


2 


Hart fo cunningly, that, I. ſcarce 


Oliver, ory 1, Dp PE haps be * 3 
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f loſing your acquaintance. I'll uſe. my 
tmoſt endeavours to make you forget 


e paſt, and will ſettle a penſion of two 


zundred pounds a year upon you for 
ife. Tho' Molly Bridge was always of 


ach a nature, as to be eaſily wrought 


pon by perſuaſion, twas yet with great 
eluctance that ſhe thought of letting her 


Won go from under her wing. She ren; 
eavour'd to prevent it, byrelling him, 
hat the child had been alw 

ive with her; that nothing in — world 


ud di to 
ould be dearer to her; that he would 


er eye, than in a fchool. by. ſtrangers 

at he was of a very delicate oonſtitu- 
ion, and not yet old enough to be taken 

rom his mother. However, Oliver. was 
o urgent, and deluded her with ſo many: 
opes, that ſhe 9 * yielded te his in- 
idious reaſons. y agreed. that he 
ould ſend for ts d two days after, 
ind that her penſion, ſhould begin fem 
hat time; when embracing chem both. he 4.74 
ent away. _ a 


1 uus confeſs. that he had play; d- his 13 


chat anſwer to make Mrs. Bridge, when 
ask d my ee be matters 
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which undoubtedly would: be of the high 


eſt advantage to you z but in caſe hai 
ap qua, v0 wat otherwiſe, you and your 
ſon are to be pitied, for having yeildedii 


ſo inconſiderately to his deſires. 8 
asked my opinion how to act in this af 
fair, and whether there was any room te 
think that Oliver could be ſo unnatural, a 
to harbour any cruel thoughts again 
the child. I dare not, fays I, carry my 


ſuſpicions ſo far; but I adviſe you to make 


diligent enquiry, where he propoſes tc 
fend your ſon, and not to 4eperid wholly on 


_ bther peoples care of him. The two day: 
were now at an end, when on the morn- 


ing of the third, a gentleman of a very 
good aſpect alighted from a coach, anc 
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gave Mrs. Bridee a letter from Oliver 


and at the fame time brought her pars 


of her penſion. | I was then with her, 


and indeed I ſcarce left her a monien 


while this matter was carrying on. The 


latter conſiſted only of a few civil ex- 


preſſions, and a defire that ſhe would 


then poor Molly Bridge was oppreſt with 
rief, and tortur'd with doubrs. Muſt 
e deliver up hes ſon to a ſtranger! 


Could ſhe ſuſpect barbarity in a fatheff 
This affair ingeed was of ſo delicate 
Eee 7 | | | , 


% 2 


f 


deliver up her ſon to the bearer. *Twas | 


7 Mr. CLEVELAND. kN 
Wature, that I would willingly have wav'd 
Wiving my opinion. She begg'd me to 
dviſe her ; I anſwer'd, follow no body's 
ounſel but your own, that you may'nt 
lame any of your friends, in caſe things 
Whould not go right. However, if you 
k my opinion; methinks *twould be too 
ate to break off your engagements with O- 
ver. He is a formidable man; who knows 
hether he would not have recourſe to vio- 
ence, and how would you be able to oppoſe 
Very poſſibly you and your ſon would 
de more unhappy upon that account, and 


r ages IF 


wh our calamity greater. But then, when you 
= 4 give up your ſon into the hands of this 


ranger, let your ſervant watch where he 
oes, and by that means we ſhall know where 
Whe child is to be, and what becomes of him. 


pe bheapproved the hint, and aftedaccording- 
ent. She entruſted the gentleman with her 

1. on, whom we followed to the coach with 

x eaars; and the pretty creature, who was not 
na et of an age to ſuſpect any danger, ſeem d 
ffected with nothing but his mother's tears. 
ich I s2nT one of my own ſervants aftexg 
AE coach. He was a cunning, but truſty 

7 <!low, who at a moment's warning cou | 
rcfully execute a commiſſion of this kind. 
e waited with the utmoſt impatience, 


þ ; . - . 3 . , 
his return, Which was in about two 
—_ hours; 


* 
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hours; and as I had not conceal'd the 

leaſt circumſtance in this affair from him, 

in order to engage him to exert himſelf 

the more in it; he turn'd his eyes to- 

wards heaven at his coming into the 

room, ſo that we plainly ſaw he had no 

good news to tell us. Speak, ſays I, at 

once, and don't terrify us, unleſs ' you 
have juſt reaſons for it. Alas! Madam, 

ſays he, if what I am going to relate 
does not terrify you, *twill however ex- 
cite your compaſſion and melt your hearts; 
I'm fure it did mine., He then told us, with 
tears in his eyes, that having follow*d the 
coach a long time, it ſtopt at laſt in a bye 
ſtreet ; that the gentleman to whom little 
maſter Bridge was deliver*'d alighted out of 
the coach, and ſending it away, carried him 
into a houſe, and ſtaid about half an hour 
in it. That afterwards a hackney coach 
was calPd, into which he put the inno- 
cent child, and afterwards ſtept into it 
himſelf; that the child did not ſeem to have 
any harm done him, but had been ſtript 
of his fine cloaths, and was dreſt in tat- 
ters; that the coach drove ſome time to- 
wards White-Chappel, when the gentle- 
man diſcharg' d it, at a little diſtance from 
an hoſpital for poor children; that he 
carried maſter Bridge into it, and as he 
| came 
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me back without him, there was no room 
doubt but he had left him among the 
rphans; that he did not dare to ſay any 
hing to the maſter of the hoſpital, or 
Wnake the leaſt enquiry without our e 
or fear of taking a wrong ſtep. 

Mrs. Bridge was half dead when this 
ews was told her, but I was very nean 
s much affected as herſelf: I told ther, 
that ſhe ought not to take on ſo- much, 
ſince ſhe knew where her ſon was; that 
indeed, I cou'd not have thought Oliven 
wou'd have been ſo barbarous, but that 
*twas happy for her ſhe had this oppor- 
tunity of finding him out, ſince ſhe would 


i WJ now no longer be deceiv'd by his arti- 
fices; that as he coy'd not think we had 
m diſcover'd them, we might eaſily prevent 


the ill conſequences which might happen 
therefrom, by taking the child privately 
out of the hoſpital, and that 2 his 
mother ſhould deſire it ſhe wou'd, not | 
be refuſed; however, that ſhe ſhould 8 
make this the laſt expedient, in orga! 40 
that Oliver might never know he was a- 
gain got into her hands; that 1 y 
ſelf would undertake to do it, and be- 
liev'd I ſhould certainly, ſucceed ; that 1 
promis d to have him brought up wb ſo \ 
much care and ſecrecy, in a farm of mine 

| 7 in 
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in — that it would be morall im- 
poſſible for Okver to find him out; that in 
caſe the perfidious wretch ſhould have the 
aſſurance to viſit her again, ſhe muſt 
receive him handſomely ; and not take 
the leaſt notice of any thing, whe- 
ther he had, or had not heard that ſhe 
had found ber ſon again, or ſeem'd to 
have been inform'd of it; but that twas 
not probable he ever would have the im- 
ence to come to her any more, in 
caſe he heard ſhe had found out his baſe 
artifice. 
Havi thus endeavour'd to comfort 
her, I went away in order to execute 
my deſign, and vas reſolved to put = 
ſelf out of pain that night, db not fu 
fer poor little Bridge to ſpend it in the 
hoſpital z but juſt as I was going out, I 
faw Oliver's coach coming towards Mrs. 
Bridges houſe. I did not doubt but he 
way come to-pay her a viſit. He had had 
| time to inform himſelf, by his agent, of 
the fucceſs of his deſigns, and probably 
| wag come to fee how far it affected her, 
and to remove all ſuſpicions, I went to 
her a 'moment, and mentioning the diſa- 
greeable ſcene in which ſhe was lined - 
| to bear a part, I exhorted her to 2 
| with the utmoſt - caution. I . 
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it wou'd be proper not to go far from 
her, in order that my preſence might en- 
courage her. Oliver came into the room, 
with as calm and undiſturb'd an air, as if 
he had juſt done the moſt virtuous action; 
but Iobſerved at the ſame time that he was 
ſurpriz*d to find me there, for he knew 
me. As his only aim was to conceal this 
part of his villainy, he wou'd not men- 
tion any thing of what he had done before 
me; and thereupon, defir'd me, after we 
had exchang'd a few words, to withdraw, 
ſaying, he had ſomething to tell Molly 
Bridge in private. Hearing this, I ſtept 
into the cloſet, when the fear I was under 
| leaſt he ſhould get the ſecret out of her, 
| and again impoſe upon her by his delu- 
five arts, made me liſten very attentive- 
ly. He immediately ſpoke of her ſon as 
a charming little boy, and affur*d her that 
he lov'd him with a paternal tenderneſs 
and then gave her a chimerical account'o 
the great care he had taken of him; and 
when he thought he had ſaid enough to 
ſatisfy a mother's tenderneſs, he affured 
her with a ſoft tone of vorce,, that” the? 
he refolv*d to do all that lay it Tis power 
to make ſo ſweet's child's For 
dae would nt yet bent Him 
him publiekly for his fon ; that” he was 
JJ AAA 
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_ oblig'd nat very — — with regard 
to - world ; _ his affection would not 
be the leſs for its being a ſecret ; that 
*twas not even neceflary for her to ſee 
the child often; but that ſhe might ſome- 
times be gratified in that particular, 
and in the mean time ſhould rely whol- 
ly on the great tenderneſs he had for them 
both. Poor Molly conſtrain'd her ſelf fo 
far as to thank him for his goodneſs, 
and to approve every thing he ſaid. He 
thought he had impoſed upon her in this &a- 
ſy manner, and left her not, as we may fup» 
Poſe, , without laughing at her ſimplicity. 
How was it poſſible for you, ſays I, when 
1 came again into the room to that excellent 
woman, to preferve ſo much ſtrength of 
mind, as to liſten calmly to that horrible 
detail of knavery and barbarity! I'm 
ſure that I my ſelf could never have acted 
ſuch a part, "he. 1 advis'd you to it; 


— ſhould at once e aſk'd the 
offends both. a- 


it 25 "4; you, . I, to contract a | 
tender i intimacy with a man of ſo different a 
caſt of mind from yours ? alaſs l yirtuoꝶs 
W ether; a man afar” 
nour will be deceiv'd twenty. times in 
choice of. r z whilſt e 
e 1 perfe 
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not ¶ perfect of our ſex fall a prey to hypocrites 
hat and villains. I made Mrs. Bridge conſi- 
ſee der, chat ſince Oliver was capable of car- 
ne- rying his artifices fo far, in an affair of 


this nature, there was no doubt but he 
had it very much at hart; and conſe- 

quently would be highly exaſperated a- 
gainſt me, in caſe he ſhould happen to 
diſcover, that I had aſſiſted to ruin his 
meaſures. . Tis not, fays I, that I de- 
fire to raiſe the merits of the ſervice I 
intend to do you; but at the ſame time 
that I do my utmoſt to ſerve you upon 
this occaſion, you'll give me leave to ſet 
about it with the utmoſt caution. In 
caſe I am ſo happy as to get your ſon 
out of the hoſpital, you muſt deprive | 
your ſelf of the pleaſure of ſeeing him, 
till ſuch time as he is got into Deævonſbire. 
Pil ſtay in London ſome time after he is 
gone down, and will ſeem to ſhun you, 


wards ſet out for my countrey houſe, and 
you may come privately after me whene- 
ver you think proper. She left the whole 
to my management. I embrac'd her 
tenderly at my taking leave, till ſuch; 
time as I ſhou'd ſee her again in the: 
country. She was ſo oppreſs'd with grief, 
that I took it for an ill omen, an _ 


as tho* we were fallen out. Pl [after | 
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her with tears in my eyes, as tho . 
thing had told me, this was the laſt time 
we ſhou'd ever meet together. 

Ir immediately to the hoſpital 
and walk'd in as tho' I came thither 
merely out of @griolity, I defir'd to be 
admitted to ſee the 1 and fond - 
led the prettieſt of them, purpoſely that I 
might do the ſame to little maſter Bridge 
without being taken notice of. At laſt 
I ſpy'd him, but in ſuch a miſerable 
dreſs as quite melted me, I was going 
to deſire the ſuperintendant, who ſeem'd 
to bea man of no breeding, to deliver 
him to me; but obſerving that he was 
withdrawn, and that only my ſelf and 
my ſervant were left in the midft of 
theſe little orphans; I whiſper'd to my 
man, that I 9 js we _— now car 
off yo Bridge unperceriv*d.. Acco 
— 1 bid him * K to the docs 
and in caſe he found the way clear to 
go out with the child, and ſtep into the 
_ coach that was waiting for me. I ſta ho 
a moment behind them, to fee whe 
they would not meet with any obſtacle, 
and finding no body come, I went into 
the ſtreet, ſtept into the coach, and got 
off very happily. Thoſe kind of nurſt- 
ries were at that time in fuch diſorder, 
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and the children were neglected to that 
degree, that twas no wonder J got off fo 
eaſily with my prize. I went directly 
home, and *twas now evening, when 1 
ſent away the child with the ſervant who 
had carried him off; an the fame time 
wrote his mother word how I had ſucceeded. 
I conTinueD ſome days in London, 
as was agreed upon between us, when gi- 
ving her notice, by letter, of the day I in- 
tended to ſet out for the countrey, I ac- 
cordingly left the town. I concluded ſhe 
would not be long after me, but had 
ſcarce been three days in Devon/hire, when 


I received a letter from her, the contents 


of which were very melancholy. Oliver 
had been informed, but how ſhe cou*d not 
not tell, that his ſon had been ſtole away 
from the hoſpital. . As he did not doubt 
but ſhe had a hand in it, he went to her 
in the firſt emotions of his rage; and ſo 
far from continuing in his former hypo- 
critical ſtrain, he threatned to make her 
feel the moſt dreadful effects of his hatred, 
in cafe ſhe refus'd to deliver up her ſon a- 
gain into his hands. She at firſt yowed 
and proteſted that ſhe did not know what 
was become of him; but not being 
able to bear up long againſt his threats, 
ſhe confeſs'd the whole to him. IP 
| | w 
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threw him into thc higheſt rage, and tho 
ſhe obſtinately refus'd to tell him who 
had been the agents on this occafion, he 
ſuſpected I had a hand in it. He repeat- 
ed his threats at. his leaving her; and by 
an outrage ſeldom heard of in a free coun- 
try, he left two arm'd men to watch her 
till ſuch time as he ſhould examine far- 
ther into the aflair. Mrs, Bridge was not 
in a condition to oppoſe his violence, no 
one living in the houſe but herſelf and 
her maid; by Wach means ſhe was con- 


fined in it, and had no opportunity of ac- 


quainting the naighbours with her diſtreſs, 
But this was nothing to the evils that 
were prepared for ner. The two fellows 
whom Oliver hu left to guard her, were 
wicked villains, who, as they were in 
ſo pretty a woman's chamber, did not let 
the night paſs without offering at ſome- 
thing unworthy both of themſelves and 
their maſter. They uſed violence both with 
the miſtreſs and the maid; and dread- 
ing undoubtedly; after their committing 
ſo vile an action, the reſentment of Oliver, 
whom they very poſſibly might ſuppoſe 


not altogether ſo wicked as themſelves; 
they fled away the next morning to a- 


void the puniſhment they might juſtly ex- 


pect. Poor Molly, in the deepeſt Fran{Pong 
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of deſpair to find herſelf thus diſnonour'd, 
as going to kill herſelf; but had ſo much 
preſence of mind as to acquaint me with 
he particulars of her fatal deſign, before 
e put it in execution; and taking the 
opportunity of her maid's carry ing the let- 
er to the Poſt-houſe, ſhe tied her girdle 
bout her neck, and at once put an end 

to her life and misfortunes. | 
NoTwiTHSTANDING. ſhe told me in 
her letter, that ſhe was reſolv'd to make 
away with herſelf, I yet imagin'd, that 
the great love ſhe had for her ſon, would 
prevail with her to live, notwithſtanding 
her deep deſpair. She recommended him 
to my care in ſuch ſtrong, ſuch moving 
terms, that I could not poſſibly think 
ſhe would lay violent hands on her- 
ſelf, without embracing him, at leaſt once 
more. I was every day in expectation 
of her arrival, but I only ſaw her maid, 
who acquainted me with the tragical cir- 
cumſlances of her miſtreſs's death, and 
the conſequences of it. „ 
Oliver's deſign in ſetting a watch over 
her, was to prevent her ſending me no- 
tice that his villainy was diſcover*d. Af- 
ter leaving her, he came to my houſe, 
probably in the hopes of either bribing 
me by his promiſes, or deceiving me Py 
I | 
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his artifices. But hearing that I ws 
gone into the 2 ſome days before; 

and being inform*d different perſons 
that I had broke off all „ with 
her for ſome time, he no longer ſuſpected 
me. As it was late when he had made this 
enquiry, and that he depended upon the two 
fellows he had ſet to watch her, he thought 
_ *twould be time enough to viſit her the 
next day ; and going in the morning, he 
came to her houſe juſt as the maid was 
return'd from the poſt-houſe. The wench 
who had bore a part in this fatal adventure, 
and knew that Oliver was the firſt cauſe 
of it, burft into a flood of tears as ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw him, which ſurpriz'd him a 

little. She told him all that had hap- 
pen'd, which ſeem'd to affect him; when 
running up to her miſtreſs's apartment, in 
order to give her ſome conſolation, how 
was he aſtoniſh'd to find her hanging. 
However, he kept the maid from crying 
out, and forc'd her afterwardsto conſent to 
affirm, that he had no hand in this fa- 
tal Diſaſter ; that twould be for her 
good, as well as his, to keep it a ſecrets 
and to bribe her completely to his inter- 
eſt he made her a ver conſiderable pre- 
ſent. Upon this the er 7 
was buried privately, 
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end was conceal'd from the world. The 
id knowing I had a great affection for 
her miſtreſs, ſet out immediately for De- 
onſbire, in order to acquaint me with 
hat had happen'd. She did not know 
hat was become of young Bridge; how- 
ever, after I had try'd, her and found 


might be of ſervice in bringing him up. 
The wench was overjoy'd at having this 
opportunity of diſcovering the love ſhe 
bore to her miſtreſs's memory; upon 
hich, I took her in as a ſervant, and 
put the child into her hands. As I ſup- 
pos'd all the danger was now over, I 
ſhould have left her and the child in the 
country, and have return'd to London; 
but a letter I received from one of my 
relations, by which I was inform'd that 
Oliver was come to vilit me, and made 
mighty enquiry where I was, oblig*d me 
to change my reſolution. He was now rais'd 
to ſo much power, that I did not doubr, 
ſince he was capable of commiting the worſt 
crimes with impugity, but he would infal- 
libly be my ruin, I caſe he ſet about it; and 
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l vas fo well acquainted with his character, 
* that I was certain he would attempt it, 
„ff he had the leaſt ſuſpicion of the pro- 


tection I afforded to his ſon, and the great 
ſhare 


n 
1 5 
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her diſcreet and faithful, I thought ſhe 
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ſhare I had in diſconcerting all his mea- 
ſures. As this laſt reflection threw me 
into a dilemma, I poſſibly ſhould have 
found it a difficult matter to fix. upon 
any thing, had I not call'd to mind, that 
I my ſelf was in poſſeſſion of what 
would infallibly put an end to all my fears, 
My country houſe is ſituated after a 
very particular manner, being built on 
the borders of Devon/hire, on that ſide 
where *tis divided from Somer/etſhire by 
high, rocky mountains. At the bottom 
of them lies a little valley, which is part 
of my eſtate, whence ſeveral ſubterra- 
neous paſſages reach to the very center of 
thoſe mountains ; and as the place was 
uninhabited, it being barren, *twould be 
ſcarce poſſible to meet with a better aſy- 
lum againſt violence and perſecution. 
Accordingly I reſolved to bring up poor 
little Bridge in one of theſe caverns; 
thinking this would ſecure him from all the 
ſearches that might be made; and my ſelf 
from the artifices of Oliver, or the trea- 
chery of my ſervants. | I did not ſuſpect 
either Mrs. Bridges maid or my own ſer- 
vant, as they had been faithful hitherto: 
I reveal'd my deſign to them only, | when 
finding them inclin'd to ſecond me, I or- 
der'd James (for that was my man's name) 
5 "7 = =" 
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d carry into the moſt remote part of 
is ſolitude, all the furniture that might 


me 
TT e neceſſary for making it tenantable. 
names was ſo induſtrious, that in five or 


x days he built a little room, which he 
rniſh'd in an humble, but uſeful manner. 
had the curioſity to viſit it, and it plea- 
d me ſo much, that, as I had not taxen 

uch pleaſure in converſing with; man- 


de ind, I almoſt took a reſolution to ſe- 
by ll ucſter my ſelf in it alſo, and take upon 
mie the care of young Bridge's education. 


owever, as it was not probable I could 
ive there as unſuſpected as wou'd be ne- 
eſſary for the ſafety both of the child 
nd his governeſs, J ſent them away in 
he night time to their little hoyel, and 
did James ſtay 1 in the houſe, in order that 
e might viſit them from time to time, 
ad carry them neceſſaries. I was ver 
aſy in my mind after I had ſettled mat-" 
ers in this happy manner, and then ſet 
but for London. 

Bzinc ſenſible that Oliver was of a 
4 and revengeful temper, I was per- 
uaded, that he, at leaſt by his agents 
ind emiſſaries, would have a watch 
& over all my actions. Molly Briage's 
ſeath wou'd have caſed me of al my fears, 
ad i 1 had PX do With any other 8505 
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but him. His hatred ought to hai 
been buried with that unhappy woman 
and his hypocriſy ſeem'd to have nothing 
to fear from her. But I knew him to 
well, to reſt ſecure on thoſe falfe appear 
ances. I had ſtudied him long before, ani 
was ſenſible, that as he was incapable « 
being ever reconcil'd to thoſe who had of 
fended him; a perſon who had had the 
fortune to once oppoſe or diſpleaſe him 
was ſure to be the everlaſting object d 
his hatred. All his impulſes were ſo man 
violent pn, the effect of which wa 
fo much the more dangerous, as he d 
guiſed them with the utmoſt art. 
therefore was very. careful of my belu 
viour, and affected even not to have hear 
of Mrs. Bridge's unhappy death. H 
look'd for an opportunity of lng 
and having found more than one, 
Terv*d that he ſtudied my countenance an 
my eyes; however I was always on m 
guard both againſt his looks and inſidioi 
queſtions ; and thought that the defend 
of innocence would allow me to emplo 
diſſimulation, or in other words, thoſe ve 
weapons he endeavour'd to turn againſtm 
Sou years paſs'd, when I imagim 
all his ſuſpicions were remov'd. I uſedt 
go from time to time to my rural hab 
Ny + * 2. 
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ation in Devonſhire, where twas with 
reat pleaſure I ſaw young Bridge grow in 
ature. Tho' his governeſs was not 
apable of giving him all thoſe inſtruc- 
ions which are proper to form the mind 
f a young man, ſhe yet made him capable 
f receiving them from another hand, by 
aching him to read and write very early. 
e became vaſtly fond of reading. The 
leep ſolitude he 'was in having given him 
ſerious and cloſe way of thinking; he 
ade, merely by the aſſiſtance of books and 
is own reflections, a ſurpriſing progreſs 
ſeveral parts of uſeful knowledge. He 

eem'd ſurpriz'd, as ſoon as reaſon began 
o dawn in him, to ſee himſelf confinedto 
x frightful cave, far remoy*d from the 
orreſpondence of other men. He had a 
onfus*'d idea of the things he had ſeen 
n his infancy ; and knowing from books 
it the world was peopled with creatures 

like himſelf, he uſed often to aſk his 
governeſs and mie, why we made him ſpend 
is days in ſo odd a manner? I uſed to 
anſwer him, that we ſhould not always 
immure him ſo 3 that he would thank 
us, _ when I anform'd him of our rea- 
ſons for its, which:I faid. were very juſt, 
and therefore he ought to comply with 
them for ſome time. The ſweetneſs of 
. D , _ ma 
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temper was was natural to him, and th 
ſolitary life he led, made him -patienth 
ſubmit to this reſtraint. But now, Whet 
I thought him of an age to be taken' fron 
under a governeſs's direction; and Judi 
cious enough to conceal the manner i 
which he had been brought up, I reſolvi 
to ſend him to ſchool, in order that N 
might be educated regularly. I ſent hin 
to Eaton, after having Bien to hin 
that he had ſeveral powerful enemies 
and that if he had any regard to his om 
lafety, he would never tell any : perſon i 
the world of his having lived in the caye 
it being as much as his life was worth, 
And indeed, it was impoſſible, in caſe { 
odd an incident was told, but ſeveral re 
flections muſt be made upon it, as woull 
infallibly cauſe the whole ſecret to be di 
cover'd. And now. Oliver's” power in. 
creaſed every day, and his ambitiou 
views began to diſeloſe themſelves. H 
grew daily more hypoeritical; and tho'l 
vas not certain that he = a deſign . 

gainſt you il's life, yet as 

a pad ch — n wile a part with: re- 
gard to Wr unfortunate youth, I juſtly 
Juppoſed he MOU * never do him] an 
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Our inteſtine” broils, and the behead- 
g of king Charles, had now pav'd the 
ay to Oliver's// grandeur, who, tho* he 
ad ufurped the ſovereign power, he 
11] preſerv'd his outward appearance 
f ſanctity, and endeavour'd to make 
imſelf be conſider'd as the reformer of 
e religion and manners of the people. 
had flatter'd. my ſelf at firſt that the 
ery reverſe : wou d have happen'd; that 
, as he had then fully gratitied his am- 
bitious views, he would have thrown off 
e maſk, and ſhow'd himſelf in the odious 
olours that were natural to him. I 
[ even hop d that this change would have 
deen advantageous to young Bridge; how- 
ver I found the contrary, and that his 
abominable and uninterrupted hypocriſy, 
aſh'd all my expectations; ſo that now 
I thoughr' only of fixing this unhappy. 
youth in ſome decent ſtation of life, in 
order to acquit, my ſelf of what I be- 
lieved I ow'd; to the memory of his mo- 
ther. After he had ſpent ſome years at 
Eaton, I took him from thence; and find- 
ing him of an age to govern himſelf, I 
told him whoſe fon he was, and his ſe- 
veral misfortunes to which he till then 
was a ſtranger. This produc'd an effect 
upon him quite different from what I ex- 
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pected. He firſt defired ſome time to te 
flect on what I had told him; and coming 
to me two days after, he begg*d me to 
late to him once more the particular cir 
cumſtances of his mother's death, Ay 
for my part, ſays he, after I had gratifi'd 
him in that particular, I don't ſee an 
thing in what you now told me, that 
proves my father either wanted to kill me, 
or had any hand in my mother's death 
The reaſon of his ſending me to the 
hoſpital, was purely to ſecure his own re- 
putation; and poſſibly he intended to 
take me out of it afterwards, and do fome- 
thing for me. With regard to my mo- 
ther, *tis nor probable that he ſhar*d' nil 
the guilt of thoſe two wretches whom he 
had ſet to watch her ; or that he would 
have employ*d them had he thought them 
capable of perpetrating ſo villainous an 
action. I therefore, ſays he, can't think 
that my father hates me, or has any deſign 
upon my life. Pm reſolv'd to go to 
him, and declare that I am his ſon. III 
promiſe not to diſcover my birth, in cafe 
he does not think proper to have me re- 
yeal it; but I can never be brought to be- 
| Heve, that he will be offended at my 
paying my reſpects to him, or that he 
can refuſe to put me in ſome poſt, 1 — 
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ble to a perſon who has the honour of 
deing ſo nearly related to him. In a 
word, Bridge was ambitious. The re- 
leftion of Oliver's being his father had 
blinded him; and his unexperience not ſuf- 
ering him to perceive the danger of it, 
he reſolv'd to go to London, in ſpight of 
all the arguments I could employ to 
diſſuade him from it, I ſet every engine at 
work for a week together to make him 
lay aſide all thoughts of it; but his ob- 
ſtinacy made him look upon all my fears 
as unneceſſary. | 
IpITIED his fate, foreſeeing all the 
misfortunes that would befall him, and 
burſt into tears at his leaving me. I ſent 
James along with him, and repeated to 
him at his going away, that he was go- 
ing to run himſelf into danger againſt my 
inclination, I offer'd to give him my 
company, and would at leaſt have pro- 
cur'd him ſome conſiderable perſons to 
introduce him to Oliver, who, very poſ-. 


28 ö 8 
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his ſon ill, had any perſon been preſent 
at the interview. But young Bridge dif- 
fer'd from me in opinion in this very 
particular; his hopes being chiefly ground- 
ed on the private manner in which he 
ſhould addreſs his father. He will cer- 


— —____ _ 


ſibly, would have been aſham*d to uſe . 
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_ rainly,fays he, be affected with my pfeſence 


and immediately receive me with a 
ternal affection, when I ſhall have aſſur4 
him that I am perfectly diſcreet, and he 
ſees that he will run no hazard in being 
indulgent. In a word, Bridge left me, 
and I continued very uneaſy for a Week 
but was much more ſo at the end of that 
time, for now James brought me nem 
of his unhappy fate. Tho' the relation 
was made in very obſcure terms, he yet let 
me into ſo much, as made it almoſt cer- 
tain that Bridge's end was very near a 
melancholly as that of his mother. Scarce 
was he got to London, but he was imp 


tient to make a viſit. to his father. He 
went, and deſir'd at once to be admit- 


ted. James had follow'd him to the 
door; but he ſaw him come out of the 
apartment, ſurrounded with five or fix 
ſoldiers, who carried him to one of "the 
ſtrongeſt goals in the city. Tis not 


known how he was us'd there, for Oliver 
has made himſelf ſo formidable to his 


creatures, that they dare not reveal any 
of his ſecrets. James has been ſeveral times 


at the priſon gate, but was never allow'd 


to ſpeak to, or know what was become 
of him. He flew to tell me this, which 


_ threw me into the deepeſt affliction, when 


" I 'fet 


ſet 


poſl 


ON. 
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ſet out inſtantly for London, in order, if 
>ofſible, to aſſiſt my late unhappy friend's 
on. I went immediately to the goal where 
e was confin'd ; I ſpoke to the turnkeys 
hom I attempted to gain over by pre- 
ents (not to give him his liberty, or 

e the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him ;) but 
barely to be inform'd where he was, and 
he condition he was in. All this was to 
o purpoſe, and the only anſwer I was 
able to get out of thoſe hard-hearted 
retches, was, that they were not allow'd- 
to reveal the protector's orders, nor what 
was become of their priſoner. I'm per- 
ſuaded that a ſevere ſentence paſs'd up- 
on unhappy Bridge. I am certain' of it, 


ſavage and inflexible temper ; ſuch are 
the paths by which this tyrant goes to 
glory. Afﬀter having, ſhed the blood of 
his king to ſatisfy his ambition, he might 
well have ſpilt that of his ſon, to keep 
the people in the opinion of his conti- 
nence and the ſanctity of his manners. 

DR Ap therefore, ſays Mrs. Riding, 
his cruelty and artifices, after having fi- 
niſh'd her relation. The only motive f 
my telling you this ſtory, is, to ſhew 
by other dangers, that which you yout- 
ſelf are in, Tis plainly, fays ſhe, thro* 
CCC Fairfax's 


W * oy 8 


from the knowledge I have of his father's 


Make a proper advantage of theſe infor- 


\ . 


he would never have let you gone un- 


he might have feiz'd you privately. But 


ner, would have diſcover'd what he 1 
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Fairfax*s deſign, in mentioning Mol 
Bridge and her ſon to you as living, and 
telling you they had waited upon Oliver 


that morning. Twas undoubtedly to Hut. 
hear whether you had not been acquaint. pr 
ed with their ſtory, in order to impoſe ſtr 
on you the better. I in like manner m 


gueſs, why Oliver (when he refus'd to 
own his fon when you were firſt admit- 
ted; ) went no farther than to command 
you, as you valu'd your life, not to give 
out that he was his child. Depend that 


moleſfed out of his palace, had he thought 


fearing in all probability that the arreſt- 
ing a woman and a youth in that man- 


fo deſirous of concealing, he has taken ail B 
reſolution to rid himſelf of you in-fuch «WW 
manner as may beſt ſuit his purpoſe. ll 
Don't fancy that your meeting Fairfax a d 
little after was owing to chance; ti! 
manifeſt that Oliver order'd him to fdl-Wl * 
low you, after having concerted before- * 
hand what the former ſhould fay to you. Wl * 
Heaven undoubtedly directed y ſteps f. 
hither, purely that I might inform you fe 
what was ſo neceffary for you to know. : 
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mations, and at the ſame time, take care 
that it does not turn to'my prejudice. 

So important a fervice merited our 
utmoſt thanks, and accordingly we ex- 
preſt our gratitude to Mrs. Riding in the 
ſtrongeſt terms pofſible. You, fays my 
mother, are our guardian angel. I now 
behold the prodigious ſteepneſs of the 
precipice; we were on the brink, and I 
muſt confeſs that my imprudence had like 
to have thrown us down it. But now that 
your prudence has pointed our the danger 
ro us, your friendſhip muſt preſerve us 
from it, and we'll owe our lives to you. 
Good God! ſays ſhe, oppreſt with a 


l variety of fears, do I reap no other fruit T 


than this, for having led a life of ſo much 
innocence for theſe fifteen years laſt paſt? 
But if my former guilt 2 to be pu- 
niſh'd with ſo much rigour, in what has 
my unhappy ſon offended? As I myſelf 
did not harbour one vile or vicious thought, 
could ſcarce think it was poſſible for 
any man to be fo wicked as my father 
was repreſented. I reflected feriouſly on 
what I had heard, and adding theſe in- 
formations to what had been told me be- 
fore, I ask*d myſelf, why the love and 
practice of virtue were fo ſtrongly incul- 
cated to us, ſince it is of fo little advan- 
| | | | tage, 
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tage, and that the favours of fortune- are 
indulg'd only to the guilty ? At laſt, my 
mother having intreated Mrs. Riding to 
tell us what to do, that excellent friend 
told us plainly, that it would be dan- 
gerous for us either to accept or refuſe 
my father's offers; that ſhe believ'd the 
only way to ſecure us, would be to leave 
England, or to conceal ourſelves in ſome 
very remote part of it; that either of 
theſe expedients would be attended with 
danger, ſince we might depend upon be- 
ing watch'd very narrowly; however, 
that we muſt expect ſome relief from hea- 
ven, which never abandons the innocent 
entirely. I ſpoke. Madam, ſays I to 


Mrs. Riding, whither can we retire with 


greater ſafety than to that ſolitary grotto, 
where you was ſo generous as to bring 
up my brother? I have a great inclina- 
tion to live in ſuch a retirement. Ill ſpend 
my whole life in it; for if all men are 
like my father, there is no ſolitude how 
diſmal ſoever, which I would not prefer 
to the correſpondence of ſuch abominable 
creatures. My mother was pleas'd with 
the hint, it being the ſhorteſt way for us 
to eſcape the greateſt of all dangers.. She 
 Propos'd it ſeriouſly to Mrs. Riding, who 
immediately agreed to it; and for 2 
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leſt delays ſnould be of ill conſequence, 
we reſolv'd to ſet out a little after: 
Mrs. Riding advis'd us not to return to 
Hammer/mith, promiſing, to take care of 
our goods, and to lodge them in ſafe 
hands. She order*d James to get a coach, 
which he did, and ſent him down with 
us to Devonſhire, where we arrived: ſafe; 
James carried us immediately to the cave; 
unſeen by any one. We entred it with a 
kind of horrour and indeed the ſituation 
of it was ſuch, that no one could view 
it without being ſtruck : But then, I was 
overjoy*d: to find myſelf not only ſe- 
cur'd from my father's hatred, but the 
very ſight of the reſt of mankind; and 1 
now began to conſider them as ſo many 
enemies and perſecutors. We appointed 
James the days when he ſhould come and 
attend upon us, and bring us-neceflarics 
He employ'd the firſt days in furniſhing 
our room, which he did in a tolerable 
neat manner, and in procuring us all the 
conveniencies which his miſtreſs's | houſe 
could furniſh. He convey'd the furni- 
ture in the night time, but brought us 
chiefly. books and candles; for as our 
apartment was unenlightned by the ſun, 
3 were oblig' d to burn candle continu: 

5 09} .r5; tom! O07 10 7959 
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Wx are 10 happy, ſays I to my mo 
ther, in the mid of our misfortunes, 
that the earth opens its boſom to us, to 


ſcreen us from the perſecutions of man- 
kind. She was more afflicted than I, and 


anſwer d, Alas! when will it open irſelf, | 


to receive me in my laſt aſylum ! Some- 
thing is ſtill: wanting to complete the 
favour it now indulges us. The earth 
open'd its boſom to us; why, did it not 
ſhut that inftant, and bury us at once? 
 Tenxpxravevr'D to comfort her. We 
are not, ſays I, to hate life, for this you 
yourſelf taught me, but che miſeries it 
expoſes us to. The lot of mankind 
would not be ſevere, did they but make 


a proper advantage of every thing that 


might contribute to their felicity. 
Tur make themſelves voluntarily 
wretched, by their mutual injuſtice, their 
jealouſies, — and the other irre- 
gular impulſes of the ſoul. Were man- 
kind not enflam'd with paſſions, the world 
would be happy. Why mayn't we then 
be fo, as we meet with nothing here that 
| poſes i it; and ſince we may continually 
ploy thoſe fimple and innocent me- 
thods which nature indulges us here, to 
male ourſelves ſo? Is not the concempla- 
tion of the unalterable principles of — 
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and gvirtue z : our on reflections, the 
ple{ſure of committing them to paper; 
and the communicating them to one ano- 
ther, a ſource of felicity, for ever within 
us; and independant both on mankind 
whoſe ſociety we - have abandon'd, and 
fortune, whoſe ficklenefs or whims we 
need not fear in this ſolitude ? The gloo- 
mineſs of our habitation may contribute 
to the tranquillity of our minds, ſince 
our imaginations will not be diſturbed by 
tumult and hurry ;z we ſhall not dread 
thoſe involuntary emotions, which are 
excited by the preſence of objects, ſince 
we ſee but very few things in our dark 
manſion; and may gain ſuch an aſcen- 
dant over our own minds, as not volun- 
tarily to form any uſeleſs wiſhes. The 
bare conſideration of theſe things, gives 
me an antepaft of that happineſs I hope 
to taſte here, I am perſuaded, dear mo- 
ther, ſays I, that you will draw ſtill 
greater conſolation from your wiſdom 
and virtue, as I am indebted to you for 
that ſmall portion I poſleſs both, 
which, nevertheleſs will make ſolitude 
vaſtly agreeable to mmee. 
My mother ſeem' d to liſten to this 
diſcourſe with pleaſure, and told me, 
that ſhe was overjoy'd to find me of the 


fame 
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fame turn of mind with herſelf, and an- 
ſwer ſo faithfully all her hopes: Ant in. 
deed, I did but repeat what ſhe had fo 
often inculcated to me, when we liv'd in 
Hammerſmith ; but then ſhe ſaid that ſhe 
was to be conſider'd in a different light 
from me. I, ſays ſhe, think as you do 
and have the ſame ideas with regard to 
wiſdom and happineſs ; I view with the 
fame eye the ridiculous paſſions of man- 
kind, and the obſtacles which they them. 
ſelves oppoſe to their own happineſs. 
*Tis they themſelves occaſion the perpe- 
tual tumults which ruffle the ſoul z nature 
did not make them to be unhappy, and 
they complain of her unjuſtly. Why 
don't they follow her innocent dictates? 
She waders undoubtedly point out a-plain 
and ſimple 'path, which they might fol- 
low with eaſe and re and never 
deviate from. | | 
NevzrTHeLss5, it muſt be dh 
that if it be eaſy to lead a calm, unruffled 
life, by following the impulſes of nature; 
tis when\he has not been vitiated by 
the paſſions. This circumſtance, ſays ſhe, 
relates to me, and will plainly diſcover 
to you the difference there is between us. 
Tou are young, and have been nurs'd 
in a * ſolicude; 3 your: heart was 0 
= a 
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aſſall'd by any violent paſſion, and your 
imagination has never received any traces, 
that might make too deep an impreſſion on 
your mind. Thus, as you ſtil] preſerve 
the natural principles off innocence in all 
their purity, all your cravings are juſt, 
and you are not ſenſible to any thing in- 
Iternally, that claſhes with them. Add 
to this the care T have taken to iniſpire 
you early with the moſt perfect maxims 
of virtue, and to ſtrengthen nature by 
education. In caſe ſuch a mind as yours 
ſhould find it difficult to attain happi- 
neſs and peace, they chen indeed might 
be conſiderꝰd as mere ideal Being. 
Bur now obſerve how far 1 am from 
having ſuch favourable diſpoſitions with- 
in me. I was for ſeveral years a prey to 
a thouſand violent paſſions; I was car- 
ried away with the ſtream, and followed 
the moſt pernicious maxims. Twas ra- 
ther deſpair, than a prudent reſolution 
which made me retire to Hammerſmith; 
and if I immediately after laid down - 
the plan of a more regular life, I was not 
ſo much prompted to it ou h. natural 
inclination, ' as forc'd by a py neceſ- | 
fity. I conſider'd, that as ball my er. 
pecta tions with regard to the world were 


loſt, T was bound to form other _ 


- 
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and to ſeek. elſewhere the pleaſures it re- 
fus'd me. Heaven darted a ray of light 
into my ſoul, which diſcover'd to me the 
mot ſecret receſſes of my heart; I there. 
in diſcover'd ſome traces of thoſe, bleſ- 
ſings you enjoy, ſome remains of recti. 
tude, and love for truth and virtue; buf 
ſuch weak, ſuch disfigur*d remains, that 
when I compar'd what they were, with 
what they ought to have been; I wa 
deeply afflicted to think I had' ſuffzr'd 
thoſe rich gifts which nature had'indulg'd 
me, to be ſo much deprav'd and cor- 
rupted. I then faw clearly what I had 
loſt, and reſoly*d to repair it to the beſt 
of my power. But what an attempt was 
this! and what pains and labour did | 
conſider that ſuch a taſk would coſt me! 
How many combats againſt a multitude 
of vicious inclinations, which. a. long ob- 
* livion of myſelf had ſuffer' d to fpring 
up, and had infected every part of - my 
_ courſe of ſtudy ! how many reflections! 
what care | after ſo many efforts, inceſ- 
ſantly renewed, and reſolutely maintain'd, 
| how many victories muſt be won to make 
the conqueſt complete! However, I flat 
ter d myſelf that I had obtain'd it. 
had imbib'd philoſophy enough, e 
— 9 
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ly to comfort me for all my paſt affli- 
ctions; but ſufficient, as I fancied to fur- 
niſh me with conſolation for futurity. 
You know the happy life I led in Ham- 

merſmith , alas! I was happy, had my 
felicity been laſting ; but I muſt confeſs 
that our misfortunes have ſomething 
abated my conſtancy. I don't find that 
peace of ſoul which you ſeem to enjoy. 
My paſt actions are for ever preſent to 
my imagination; and in caſe I ſhould 


asI havedone for this fortnight, I amafraid 
*twill fail me when I reflect on my preſent 
torments. Thus I juſthy wiſh to die; not 
that J hate life, which is the gift of hea- 
ven; but becauſe I fear, that the num- 
berleſs anxieties with which it will be at- 
tended, will render it inſupportable. 
I ToLD my mother, that afflictions 
abated infenſibly ; but that on the con- 
trary, wiſdom and virtue are perpetually 
increaſing. Hence, methinks, ſays I, a 
wiſe and virtuous foul cannot long be un- 
happy. The ſoul has two reſources which 
are infallible ; firſt from the nature of af- 
flictions, which is always to grow weaker 
inſenſibly of themſelves; and ſecondly from 
that of the remedies of wiſdom, whoſe 
ſtrength and efficacy is continually in- 
8 | E _  crealing, 


have ſtrength to ſupport the remembrance, _ - 
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creaſing. Beſides, if a ſon's 1 
and compaſſion, are capable of ſoothing a 
mother's grief, I may give you ſome lit- 
tle- conſolation. I have a father, but he 
s a very cruel one. All the affection I 
ow'd him, is united to that I have for 
you; and as for your anguiſh, I ſhall 
tenderly ſympathize with you in IK da 
Tno' my mother had naturally. a great 
ſtrength o * mind, and I was comforting 
her continually, the now led a languiſh- 
ing and melancholly life, Mrs. Ri- 
ging came on purpoſe into the country to 
ſee us, and finding her good friend very 
much chang' d, ſhe deſir'd her to leave 
the cave, and take the air a little abroad; 
but all her arguments could not prevail 
with her to do it. *Tis indeed wn. 
ſays ſhe, that I ſhall run no great risk 
in frequenting company, ſince we ma 
ſuppoſe that Oliver has given over all 
ſearch of me; but what motive can 1 
have to return into the world?. I cannot 


flatter myſelf with the hopes of enjoying 


any b in it. I muſt be oblig d to 
get freſh acquaintance, and lead a life I 
no ways love; or if I go into it to fly 
the commerce of mankind, I ſhall never 
do it ſo effectually as in this gloomy grot. 
Here lx, fays ſhe, ſtill ſpeaking to Mrs. 

Riding, 


anew: 
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Riding, I enjoy the things I love, my ſon's 
company, my books, my reflections, and 
the pleaſure of your converſation now and 
then. If I have ay thing more to defire, 
fortune is too much my enemy to indulge |. 
it me. Let me therefore end my life here. 
I am already half buried, and therefore 
ſhall have leſs way to go to the grave. 
Mrs. Riding oppoſed her reſolution, but 
to no purpoſe z and as I my ſelf was well 
acquainted with her way of thinking, I 
did not therefore endeavour to divert her 
reſolution, but contented my ſelf with 
paying her, till ſhe left the world, all 
J thoſe duties a child owes to a tender pa- 
rent, She died two years after, and re- 
peated her inſtructions to me as ſhe lay on 
her death-bed; This, ſays ſhe to me a 
moment before ſhe expir*d, is the only 
inheritance I am allow'd to leave you; 
but you'll be rich enough in caſe you 
never eraſe from your mind, the love for 
virtue, with which I have endeavour'd to 
inſpire you. Don't regret the fortune which 
your birth ſeem'd to promiſe you; be- 
wail only your father's cruelty, who de- 
prives you of it ' unjuſtly.” That circum- 
_ 3 crime, has war 

appy 3 for ſee the tranq uillir 

you diſcover that — truly ſo; and 
* „ notwith- 
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Swish nne that I have been in ſo 
deſponding a — * ſince our laſt miſ⸗ 
fortune, I can aſſure you, that there is no 
place in which I could ſpend m A 
with greater ſatisfaction hs in 
mitage. Adieu, fays ſhe, with a dying 
voice, Þll be buri in this place. Don't 
ou leave it till your father is dead. She 
breath'd her laſt, As I had no one here 
with me but Janes, he help'd me to lay 
her in the grave, which was made in the 
very room where we always liv'd and 
this I did that ſhe might be ſtill new 
me, and by that means influence, in ſome 
meaſure, all my thoughts and action; 
This being done, I ent James to carry 
the melancholly news to Mrs. Riding, 
who was return d to London about a fort- 
night before. 
Wuar reſolution ſoever I might have 
ſhewn, when I loſt my excellent mother, 
I yet was afterwards. forced to give way 


ſooner was I alone, but I ſhed a food of 
tears. However I did not reproach my ſelf 
for it as a weakneſs. All thoſe ſenfations 
which are divided when a family is, nu- 
merous, becauſe we owe part of them to 
evrryp relation in particular 3 thoſcd ſtnſa- 
e I fay, I united in the , 


w- 


to the tender impulſes of nature; and no 
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my dear mother, who was to meas a 
whole family. Our affection was no leſs 
cemented by blood, than 'by the con- 
formity of our defires and inclinations ; 
and conſidering the light in which ſhe _ 
taught me to view things, the life 


CER, 


e gave me was not her moſt valuable 
he gift. Philoſophy therefore itſelf fug- 
re WY zefted to me reaſons why I ſhould bewail 
ay her. But after theſe firſt reflections, 


which had her only for their object, I be- 
an to conſider the condition in which 
The now left me; tho* I did not ſhed 
tears _— 5 reflected on 5 . = 
ha oe,” was very muc ex d. 
What rn I had hitherto ta- 
ſted in my retirement, a kind of trem- 
bling which ſeiz d me when I call'd to 
my mind that I was alone, made me ſen- 
ſible that I ow*'d my greateſt ſatisfaction 
to my mother's company. I was oblig d 
to continue in this folitude, were it but 


nN. 


IR 


queſt. Beſides, where ſhou'd T go, as 1 
was deſtitute of parents, relations and 
friends, Mrs. Riding excepted, who was 
the only one I had in the world. I 
never had ſpoke to any human creature, 
but ſhe and my mother, except James 
and the raid who fired with us in Hamer- 
N fmith, 
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merely in compliance with her laſt re- 
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ſmith. But I neither grew weary. of my 
receſs, nor deſired to quit it; but then, 
in — to make it agreable, I ſhou'd 
have enjoy*d the company of ſome per- 
ſon in my mother's ſtead, who, like F- 
wou'd have ſympathiz'd with me in my 
inclinations. I found it wou'd te im- 
poſſible for me to live in it, in caſe | 
was denied this conſolation. In, thus ex- 
amining my own heart, 1 found. that my 
averſion to mankind was not: ſo great as 
I imagin'd ; or at leaſt, .that I hated on- 
ly their vices, ſince I was diſpoſed to 
love any perſon who was as virtuouſly in- 
clin'd as I was. I hence had a better 
opinion of my ſelf; for I muſt confeſs, 
that in reflecting on my own thoughts, 
I had more than once been dif} pleas'd 
at my ſelf, for harbouring ſome i- 
deas which are not altogether ſo con- 
ſonant to that mildneſs, that Pune 
which ought to be the fruit fof true phi- 
Toſophy ; ; ſeveral maxims whereof I Had 
admir'd fo much in the courſe of my 
ſtudies. I was even terrified, for in- 
ſtance, to find I had hated my father to 
ſuch a degree, as even to refuſe 3 1 far 
beets Om. him, in 9G. he be per 
in wg me any. gan to 
ſua ded, that in FS I ated, him My 1 Oo 1 
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ny ore his fault than mine; and I found, 
en, y cxamining ſtill farther into my own 
d Wind, that I could eaſily have prevailed 
er- ith my ſelf to love him, had he been 
My man of honour and integrity. Tis 
a poſſible to expreſs the ſatisfaction 
1 hich this diſcovery gave me. No, ſays 


„J am not a monſter that abhors crea- 
res like himſelf, I love mankind ; I am 


ny Wcually ſenſible as they to the ſweets of 
4s Wociety ; all I require in it is virtue and 

n- itegrity; and I promiſe to beſtow all 

% ny eſteem and even tenderneſs, on thoſe 

n- Whom I ſhall find endued with thoſe 

er Ngualities. O heaven! fays I, wilt thou 
„Not throw ſome virtuous, ſome faithful 

iS, Mriend in my way, in whoſe boſom I may 

'd BWodge all my ſecrets? I deſire one only, but 

ne, ſuch methinks as thou haſt made me; 

N- 


dne who is tender, ſincepe, and generous; 
dleſs'd with diſcernment, and a taſte for 
he moſt ſolid and ſublime knowledge. 
n what part of the world ſoever I ſhall 
ear of ſuch a man, I'll fly to him, the in- 
tant thou pointeſt him out to me. 

I ENTERTAIN'D my ſelf for ſeveral] 
uys with theſe thoughts, when I began 
o confider that I was not born to be a- 
one. However, I had no inclination to 
go among crouds, ſo far from it, that 
Vor. I. 22 twas 
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*twas my utter averſion; and I am per 
ſuaded, that if at that time, when I hai 
ſeen ſo few human creatures, I had hay 

pen'd to be carried ſuddenly into the 
midſt of a multitude of people, I ſhou' 
have fainted away with fright 3 and i 
deed this had like to have happen'd u 
me in London ſtreets, the only time I wa 
ever in them with my mother. However, 
the reader will find, in the ſequel, that! 
was not of a fearful nature; and indes 
a proof of it is my daring to live ale 
in ſo dreadful a cave. My mother hal 
ſo little curioſity, and her indifference o 
that article gave me ſo little, that we ne 
ver once thought of examining the num- 
berleſs windings and turnings of our ſub- 

terraneous habitation, but this I reſolv'ꝰ du 
do one day as I was alone. This gloony 
place is call'd Rumney Hole by the inhabi. 
tants who live in the places adjacent to tt 
*T'is furrounded with wilds ; and the en- 
trance to it is at the bottom of a valley, 
which is ſo narrow, that tis almoſt co 
ver'd by a Stream that iflues from the foot 
of the mountain juſt by the mouth of the 
cave, Its head had not yet been di- 
cover'd, tho* one may follow its cou 
a conſiderable way under the mountain 
The rock which forms a natural arch. 
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: ſometimes ſo near the ground, and the 
banks of the ſtream are ſo ſteep in thoſe 


hat danger. But this cave opens ſo ſpacious 


dne cannot but admire the wonderful 
ind of nature in this place, who has 
made, but for what uſe one cannot tell, 
great number of ſpacious Apartments; 
owever the grotto is not ſo wide in 
ll places. Here we meet with a kind 
df fallons and cloſets; ſome are as ſa 
any outlets to other apartments as 
arge as the former ; and others have none 
t all. *Twas one of the latter | fort 
hat James had fitted up for us, in one 
df the moſt retir'd corners of the cave; 
o that as the outward air could not 
aſily enter into it, we enjoy d a kind of 
perpetual ſpring. One day as I was ex- 
amining, ſome deep places, which excit- 
d my Curiofity more than the reſt, I 
perceiv'd by the light of a candle which 
held in my hand, letters cut in the 


— rock. Curioſity incited me to read them, 
41 and they were as follows. 245m 
* I chance ſhould bring hither ſome unbap- 
* 2 wretch who wants an aſylum; let bim be 
mY comforted when I aſſure him, that bis tor- 
zins can never equal mine, nor bis tears 


E 2 | thoſe 


laces, that one cannot go farther with- 


nd lofty both to the right and left, that 


3 
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450% I ſhed inceſſantly: ſuch' is the will 
Haven, i hat appointed to each man bis di. 
fly; and ' whoſe judgments are unfathon- 
> ; N 


FTuls melancholy inſcription gave riſe 


to ſeveral reflections. At firſt 1 wy 


perſuaded it was writ by Bridge, who 
had ſpent ſo many years in this gloomy 
place, and had juſt reaſon to com- 
plain in ſuch a manner againſt fortune, 
as to imagine ſhe had never treated 
any perſon more | cruelly than himſelf 
However, after calling to mind, that ac- 
cording; to Mrs. Ridings account, he had 
not begun to know his misfortunes till he 
was return'd from Eaton; it was not 
Probable: he could have afflicted. himſelf 
to ſuch a degree, in an age when he was 
altogether ignorant of his miſeries; or 
had he known them, was too young to 
be”. ſo: ſtrongly. affected with them: 1 
might naturally ' ſuppoſe that they were 
writ by ſome other perſon. ; for the cave 


in. Rumney Hole is' not unknown, though 
iti.lies in a deſart place; ſome perſon: 


might poſſibly. have lived in it before 
we did; for unhappy perſons have fre- 
ly found one difficulty, which -Was, that 

letters ſeem'd to be lately engrav'd 4 
N. 8 an 


. 
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and computing the time that Bridge and 
I had lived in this ſolitude, I could not: 
as the letters ſeem'd ſo freſh, ſuppoſe 


on-WMc had cut them. I went on reaſoning 
Din this manner, and look'd on all 
rie des, to ſee whether I cou'd not find any 
wa other inſcription which might give me 
who BN oe light into this. My thoughts were 
My ll cmploy'd ſo much here, that I did not 
m. now take notice of the places I vent 


thro, in order to find my way back; by 
which means, when I Was fir returning 
cli, Wi ro my apartment, I knew not“ which 
ac. way to turn me. I was now in the great» 
al BY cit perplexity, and immediately invok'd 
be heaven, which alone was able to lead 
not 8 me out , of this labyrinth. I went firſt 
(ell None way, then another; ſome had no 
Vas outlet, when I was oblig' d to return 
back again; others did but encreaſe my 
[0 8 anxiety, which, as they open'd ſeveral 
1 ways, I therefore did not know which to 
e ſtrike into. But the moſt melancholly 
Ve oy circumſtance, was, that my candle was 
g almoſt burnt out; and I knew that ſhou'd 
on i it be extinguiſh'd, it would be impoſ- 
No ſible for me to find my way. I was 
e. ſenſible of the dreadful danger I was in, 
and muſt confeſs, that how little fozver I 
at might value life, it yet ſtruck me pro- 

93 E 3 digiouſly, 
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digiouſly, when I thought of my end -· ile 
ng it in ſo deplorable a manner. AtMig 
my candle went quite out; but why 
words could deſcribe the agonies I was in ing 
I loſt all hopes of ever finding my way, the 
which it would be impoſſible for me in 
do in the dark ; beſides, the danger Ma 
was now in bereaving me of motion, fus 
was forced to ſtop, when I ſer down upon lf put 
the ground. All my reflections muſt un- liſt 
doubtedly be fad and grievous ; but ccc 
then I had none of thoſe violent ons to. 
which affail perſons in deſpair. 'I re ll ti 
cover'd by little and little from the ter- ing 
' rors which had ſeiz'd me; and calling up fel 
all thoſe maxims of fortitude and reſolu- | on 
tion which philoſophy ſuggeſts, I pre- Wl m. 


par*d my ſelf for death with the utmoſt Wil pu 
reſignation. I ſpent near twenty-four ¶ vc 
hours in this manner, and what is molt Wl pl 
ſurpriſing, I ſlept fweetly a conſiderable H 
part of the time. A power more rel fe 
than fortune, was then employing itſelf I be 
in my preſervation; twas he, undoubt- WW n 
edly, who thus lock*d up all my ſenſes, te 
in order to preſerve me from becoming I 
a prey to the moſt gloomy reflections, WM h 
which poſſibly would have kill'd me. 11 
awak'd, when I was in pretty near the e 
fame frame of mind as when I firſt fell I f. 
aleepi Ml 
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aſſezp 3 that is, I was at firſt very much 
righted, but afterwardsI inſenſibly arm'd | 
my breaſt with reſolution againſt impend- 

ing death. I am. truly, ſays I a child of 
the earth; I came from it, I have liv'd 
in it, and I am now going to die in it. 

May it then impriſon me for ever! a con- 

fus'd noiſe which I heard on a ſudden, 

put theſe reflections out of my mind. I 

liſtned to it, and as it was then but an 
eccho, I knew not what to aſcribe it 
to, But now the ſound being more di- 

ſtint, I. fancied I. heard ſome body walk- 
ing. I got up, and without giving 

fk] time to make any farther reflecti- 
ons, I ran as faſt as my feet cou'd carry 
me; (and as tho? it had been by that im- 
pulſe which makes all creatures endea-. 
vour at their own preſervation). towards the 
place where I thought I heard the noiſe. 


SS STESASFESS OLE ER >E 


ole BY Happily the ground was ſmooth, and my 
cal BY feet met with nothing to ſtop them. I 
elf WY held out my hands, to prevent my run- 
ning my head againſt the rock. Af- 
er having gone about an hundred ſteps, 
I fancied I faw a little light. The cave 
bad ſeveral windings in this place, when 
I Ltollow'd this ray of hope that ſeem'd 
1 to grow brighter, and which now gave 


lo. much light, that I cou'd ſee round 


— 
= 
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me. Þno longer heard the noiſe of feet, but 
as the light increas'd, I did not doubt but 
that in advancing farther, I ſhould find 


what I ow'd my life to; and. indeed | 


was not miſtaken, for I faw a man, 2 
creature like myſelf, What joy mult this 
be to an unhappy wretch, who thought 
of nothing but dying; and that too in a 
molt fatal and terrible manner. 

. However, I was not yet quite out of 
my pain. This man who had ſtopt upon 
my advancing towards him, was as much 
frighten'd as I was glad. He. held 2 
lighted torch in his hand, but ſcarce had 
he diſcover'd me when he put it out; 
and probably ſuppoſing me a robber, or 
ſome monſtrous inhabitant of the cave, 
he continued ſilent and motionleſs in the 
dark, to avoid the danger he imagin'd 
himſelf in. I was now ſeiz*d again with 
all my former terrors ; and ſo unhappy 
an accident at the inſtant I thought my 
ſelf out of danger, threw me into an in- 
expreſſible conſternation. I muſt: then, 
ſays I, periſh. O heaven! thou aban- 
donneſt me, for now I have no far- 
ther hopes. I was perſuaded, that what 
J had juſt before ſeen was a mere illu- 
ſion, a dream, the ſport of ſome-mah- 
cious ſpirit, purely to nm 

| 
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Nail more grievous, by feeding me 


„but with the ſpecious hopes of deliveranee. 
but nevertheleſs advanc'd a fewifteps; When 
find thinking myſelf near the place where'l 
d had perceiv'd the phantom which de- 
, a laded me, I cry'd out with a moſt la- 
th mentable tone of voice; whoſoevet© you 
ght are, whether a man charitable like myſelf, 
n 2 Wor ſome hideous demon; if you will not 
let me fee you, at leaſt indulge me the 
t of Wl ſatisfaction of hearing you ſpeak. '' Alas! 
on I beg but one word of conſolation.  - 
ich I was ſcarce able to pronounce theſe 
| 2 WM words ; for my running, and the fright 1 
ad was in, had almoſt taken away my breath 3 
t; ! waited ſome moments for an anſwer, 


hut receiv'd none. I then ſpoke again in 
'c, a melancholy tone; If you are a man, 
he why d'ye refuſe to anſwer me? Can you 
'd be fo hard- hearted as to let me periſni in 
th Bl this dreadful place, if tis in your power 
so take me out of it? What dye fear 
from an unhappy wretch whoſe life is in 
1- WF your power, and who asks it of yu a a 
„ WW favour? The perfon then anſwer d in 
„J ſoft voice, that in cafe. I: had no eil 
(deſign, he would do me all the ſervice 
t that lay in his power. 1 gueſd'd that I 
vas not above ten paces from the man 
vvho ſpokei to me. I went nearer to him 


$2 _ The Lifeef © 
and in order to excite him ſtill more ng 
to abandon me, I told him in few word: 
how I came to loſe myſelf, in this vaf 
ſubterraneous place. Give me your hand, 
ſays he, we are not far from the mouth 
of it; you'll fee light in a moment. | 
. follow'd my kind deliverer, who indeed, 
brought me to it a little after, when, 
alas ! I not long before thought I had lot 
it for ever. N 
I THanx*p heaven which undoubtedh 
firſt wrought my deliverance, and then 
the inſtrument it was pleas'd to emplo 
in my preſervation. I thank'd him wi 
fo ſincere and unaffected an air, as feem'd 
to ſurprize my unknown friend, when 
looking ſtedfaſtly upon me; in caſe, fays 
he, you have no reaſons which engage 
you to conceal yourſelf from me; and 
what it was that brought you into this 
dreadful cave, I ſhould be glad to have 
my curioſity gratified in. that reſpeQ. | 
Was at firſt in doubt what anſwer to make 
him, knowing, in general, that moſt men 
are | perfidious, and that it was of the 
| higheſt importance not to diſcover who 
I was, I could not conceive what that 
man could be whom I had mer alone, 
with a torch in his hand, in the place 
where I liv'd, nor what deſign he wat 
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come upon. My ſurprize too was 
great, when I perceived as he talk'd to 
me, that the mouth of the cave was very 
unlike that by which I firſt entred it; for 
inſtead of the deep and narrow valley, I 
now found myſelf on the ſide of a moun- 
tain cover*d with trees. Finding myſelf 
then in an unknown place, with a.perſon 
who was equally unknown to me; the 
little correſpondence I had then with the 
world, inſpir'd me at firſt with doubts 
and fears. 1 only anſwer*d that I was an 
unhappy young _—_ whoſe birth and 
actions were not worth 4 man's cu- 
riofity. I thank you, 3s from my 
foul for the ſervice you have done a ; 
and in return, wiſh you a better fate than 
mine, I know not whether theſe words, 
or the ſimplicity of my countenance and 
behaviour, gave him an idea of me, dif- 
ferent from what I defir'd him to enter- 
tain; but taking me by the hand, he 
| begg'd me, at leaſt, to tell him where I 
livid, and what I intended to do. His 
preſſing me ſo much, threw me into ſome 
perplexity, upon which I began to ſurve 

attentively. He was plainly ae 
and his countenance was pale and deject- 
ed; but then a ſweetneſs tick a — 
in his * gave me a great plat my 


and I found that my heart was naturally 
inclin*d to wiſh him well. You ask me, 
fays I, who I am, and you defire to 
know my habitation; but let me firſt knoy 
who you. are, and by what name I am 
to diſtinguiſh the curioſity you ſeem to 


have. Is it love or hatred ? Are you one 


of thoſe ſincere and upright men, whoſe 
number is ſaid to be ſo very ſmall; or one 
of thoſe perfidious wretches whoſe only 
aim is to ruin innocence ;3 wretches whoſe 
malice I endeavour to ſhun ? Tell me 
If you are the man I wiſh you to be, | 
ſhall look upon your acquaintance as a 
favour from heaven, and will then open 
my heart to you without the leaſt re- 
ſerve. I vill firſt inform you, that this 
cave is my only place of reſidence 
He was filent for a moment or two, as 
tho? he were conſidering what anſwer to 
make. My expreſſions, and the manner 
in which I ſpoke; ſeem'd different from 
the vulgar way. He continued to gaze 
upon me, and not knowing what to think, 
he therefore was in doubt what to ſay, He 
afterwards, told me, he was then in ſo 
great a dilemma, that he was upon the 


_—_— 


point of leaving me without ſaying a ord 
more. But now he took as great a liking 
to me as I did to him, when he embrac'd 
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me and ſaid; you ſurely can never deceive 
ſince you abhor artifice and perfidy ſo 
much; come with me; I'll ſhew you my 
habitation, upon which he led me into 
the cave. I follow'd him thro' ſeveral 
dark windings, which ar laſt brought me 
to a kind of room very like mine. Here, 
ſays he; is my houſe, or my grave, which 
you chuſe to call it; now tell me whe- 
ther it be like yours. I anſwer'd, that mine 
differ'd little from it, except that *twas 
ſomewhat better furniſh'd. Then, ſays 
he, there mult be very little difference, 1 in 
our ſouls; for — 4 but a great con- 
formity in fortune could have prompted 
two perſons at the ſame time, to devote 


themſelves to ſo extraordinary a way of 


life. I am ſo much the more ſurpriz'd 
at it, ſays he, as you ſeem to be younger 
than I; and in all probability have not 
liv'd long enough to meet with much ſor- 
row and anxiety. My. life, ſays I, would 
have hitherto been c un ani unruffled, 
had I felt no other pangs but my own 
and my temper is ſuch, that 2 & could 


eaſily have pardon'd fortune for perſecu- 


ting me; had not ſorrows of; a mo- 
ther, Who was 5 dear to me, and 
the crimes of a — who i is, hated by | 


all 200 men, thrown me into the the dex. 


D 
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eſt affliction. Theſe are the reaſons why 
I have buried myſelf for ſome years in 
this cave. 1 then did not make the leaf 
fcruple to inform him who I was, and in 
what manner I had hitherto liv'd. Tal. 
fo told him that J had been lately ſo un- 


happy as to loſe my mother; I related 
to him the commands ſhe had laid upon 


me with her laſt breath, not to leave 


this retirement till my father was dead; 


the trouble it was to me to live m this 
folitary manner, and the ſatisfaction it 
would be to me to dwell in it with ſuch 
a companion as himſelf, in caſe I was not 
decejv'd in the opinion I entertain'd of 
his integrity and virtue. 

As I ſpoke from my heart, and my 
mind was full of theſe thoughts, I did 
not perceive that the tears guſh'd from 
his eyes as I was telling him my ſtory. 
Being 4 much furpriz'd to fee him 
take on ſo, I ask'd him what could 


be the cauſe of it. Oh! fays he to me 


with a figh, what an abominable wretch 
is your father! Come, fays he, taking 
up the torch which lighted us; come, 
and I'IF give you more inftances of his 
goodneſs. You are his fon ; but ſince he 

s been no leſs cruel to you than he has 
been to us ; and that what you —_ - 


r | tees ted as oe 6 © 
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lated, aſſures me of your ſincerity, III 
now repay the confidence you have 
put in me. Heaven certainly ſent you. 
to comfort me. Poſſibly 'twill be ſome 
conſolation for you to know, that there 
are men more unfortunate than yourſelf. 
Saying this, he took up the torch and 
walked before me, when I follow'd him 


Ns about fifteen or twenty Steps, into the 
more remote part of the cave. Being 
1 come to a narrow place, he unlock'd a 
i little wooden door, when we came into 
b an apartment, which, like mine, was 
4 hewn' in the rock, but much more re- 


V gular; for being hung and handfomely 
furniſh'd, it might have paſs'd for a 
very magnificent apartment in any other 
place. M 1 was very much in- 
creas' d, when I faw a girl of nine or 
ten years of age, who was led by a 
kind of chamber-maid, or governeſs, 
come and embrace my guide. He ſhut 
the door very carefully, and taking me 
by the hand, led me towards a bed 
which ſtood at the other end of the room. 


back, I have brought you a young man 
who will ſhare with you in your grief 
when you ſhall have related them to him; 
and will endeavour to comfort you, by 

" acquainting 


My dear, ſays he, turning the curtains {| | 


ning: you with. . own. He i; 
. Oliver's ſon ; but don't, ſays he, let that 
name frighten you, for he has been as 
. barbarouſly us'd by his father as we 
have; and has for ſome years been forc'd 
to live in our cave, where I had the. 8000 
fortune to meet with him. 
IsupOs' p twas his wife he ſpoke to, 
who anſwer'd only. by a ſigh, We fat 
down, when he order'd the waiting-maid 
to give me ſomething to eat, juſtly ſup- 
poſing I, muſt be hungry, after having 
faſted four and twenty hours. He then 
deſir'd me to relate to his wife my owt 
and my mother's misfortunes. The lady 
liſtned to me with the deepeſt attention, 
but J found by her deep ſighs, that her 
breaſt was very much tortur'd. 

Tux gentleman beckon'd to me to fol. 
low him, when we left the room, and 
afterwards went out of the cave. We 


E „„ „„ $ © 


you. have always been in an unhappy con- 
rien, you cannot have, 4 true idea of 
it. 


4 as 1 pe 
CG & 


runes. - You Wag 1 eh ion, __ 


' — 
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it. You pronounce the word unbappi- 
reſs, without hardly knowing the ſigni- 
fication of it; and I plainly perceive, 
by your happy temper, that even this 
cave, and the dreadful horrors of it, ra- 
ther increaſe than leſſen your tranquilli- 
ty; but *tis the very reverſe with me, 
I was once the moſt happy man breath- _ 
ing, and *tis by an unparallel'd adventure 
that I am now reduc'd to live in ſo 
gloomy a place. Every moment I ſpend 
in it, is to me a racking pain; as it in- 
creaſes the horror that is ever brooding 
over my ſoul. Prepare your breaſt to 
yield me the compaſſion' which my an- 
guiſh ſo juſtly merits. - My ſtory is ſhort, 
but never ſure was any one ſo mournful. 
[- WH Theſe words, which were ſpoke with a 
d Wl moſt melancholy tone of voice, and the 
e 
— 


eſteem I had already for him, put me into 
the frame of mind he wiſh*'d I ſhould hear 
him in, when he began his relation as 
follows: . =: nu 63. 1 et tudo od 
[ My name is viſcount Axminſter. 'T was 
born in England, but my father having 
been made governor of Florida and Ner- 
England by queen Elizabeth, I croſs'd 
the ſeas in my infancy; and liv'd feveral 
ears in that part of America. I was 
rought up here in the ſame manner as 
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I ſhould have been in Europe. My fi- 

ther's mild adminiſtration, gain'd him ſolv 
the love of all the colony, and even 0 mal 
the ſavages, who alſo felt its happy in- deſ! 
fluence. I alſo reap'd the benefit of it, Do. 
by the love and eſteem which. every one did 
diſcover d for me; inſomuch that to 
reign'd, in fome meaſure, over the place, me 
fo kind, ſo obedient were all the peo ee. 


ple to me. Of this I had a thouſand i m 
teſtimonies on different occaſions, but ge 
particularly in an attempt on- which all lo. 
my happineſs depended. I had made 2 '© 
voyage to the iſland of Cuba, upon: ac- 
count of the trade which we carried on 
with the Spaniards; and had there: feen 
the governour's daughter, call'd There 
@ Arpez, whoſe beauty having: inſpir'd. 
me with a violent paſſion, I on the 

fide, had the happineſs. of pleaſing her. 
1 was return'd from hence full of love, 
and determin*d to beg my father to let 
me return ſpeedily to Cuba, in order to 
wait upon the governour, and to deſire 
his daughter in marriage; and there's no 
doubt but he would have indulg'd her to 
my wiſhes, had not a war broke out between 
the Engliſh and Spaniards, which unhap- 
pily defeated all my meaſures. Howe 
ever, as nothing was capable. of.” dimi- 


_ 
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iſhing the paſhon I had for her, I re- 
ſolv'd, like a hot-headed young man, to. 
make even the war ſubfervient to my 
deſires. I was thoroughly perſuaded of 
Donna Thereſa*s tenderneſs, and therefore 
did not doubt but I ſhould engage her 
to leave her father and come along with. 
me. The only difficulty, was, how to- 
get at her, and carry her off. I reveaPd 
my paſſion and deſign to ſome Jong 
gentlemen of the beſt families in the co- 
lony, but they heard me with an indiffe- 
rence which furpriz d me very much. E 


on WJ and indolent, in an affair which 1 ſo 
en much at heart; and it even troubled me 
Ja WW fo much that I could not forbear re- 


> 
. 


proaching them in the ſharpeſt manner. 
Some days after, twas found that the 
young men of the principal families, 
and all who were judg*d capable of un- 
dertaking a bold enterprize had fled, as 
it were by conſent, and were gone no 
body knew whither. They were near 
200. We afterwards heard, that having 
joinꝰd themfelves to a like number of ſa- 
vages, they had got to the neighbouring 
harbour; had ſeiz d upon two Engliſh ſhips 
which lay in it, and were ſail'd away. 
My father was prodigiouſly alarm'd _ = 

card 
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wonder*d what could make them ſo cold 
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heard this news, for the Spaniards had at | 
ready committed ſome hoſtilities z and | 
now they were gone, *twas ſcarce po. 
ſible for us to make a defence, and we 
were perſuaded they wou'd never retum 
again to the colony. We ſpent about 
two months in this anxiety, but happily 
for us, we continued unmoleſted by the 
Spaniards. In the mean time my r 
took all the care poſſible for our' ſecurity, 


He ordered a little fort to be rais'd at + 
the mouth of the river. I was ſuperin- en 
tending it with him, in order to haſten the t 
work, when we ſpy' d two ſhips coming = 
towards us with a very. favourable wind. 1 
As we were too far from them to i _ 


what flag they carried, our fear was & Wl © 
qual to the danger we were in. We took 1 
up arms, and all thoſe who were capable 


of making the leaſt defence, reſol ved to 1 
oppoſe the deſcent with the utmoſt vi- | 
gour. The two captains of the ' ſhips Bi 
which our young people. had run away 8 


with were with us; and they firſt di 
- 5 E m 
cover'd that 'twas their own veſlels WW - 
which were failing towards the port. „ 
Though we were very joyful at this, it 5 
vet was daſh'd with fear, as we wer i 
intirely ignorant of the deſign they came WW _ 
upon. 1 11 by. |; 7 . | | | +: 504 $1 f if 0 


Ix fine, when they were advanced near 
enough to be ſeen diſtinctly, we ſaw their 
decks crouded with our friends and coun- 
treymen, who ſtretch'd out their hands 
to us in token of peace and friendſhip 
a little after, when they came aſhore, 


father receiv'd them with a ſevere and 


diſcontented air, when the chief of them 
advanc'd towards him in a ſubmiſſive 
manner, and aſk'd pardon; confeſſing at 
the ſame time the raſhneſs of their con- 


duct, which, they ſaid, cou'd not be; Ju- 


fied but by the 1 tives of it, viz. 


to do the governor's ſer; a piece of ſer- 


vice. In a word, they had attempted to 
carry off Donna Thereſa, upon my ac- 
quainting them with my violent paſſion 


for her; had ſucceeded in their en- 


terprize,” and brought away that charm- 
ing woman. I was in ſuch tranſports 


of oy, at what I heard, khat I. fell 


at my father's feet, and conjur'd him 
to forget what was paſt, and ſuffer 
me to run to my felicity. Where is 
the ? ſays I. My excellent friends, in 
what manner can I reward ſo ſignali a 

piece of ſervice! They told me, that ſſie 
was in one of the cabbins alone, and was 


vaſtly melancholy; not Having de- 


quainted her whether Ihe was to go, in 


order 
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„% win, 
order that ſhe might be agreably : fur 


ea! 

priz'd when ſhe found herſelf in my arm 
How greatly ſoever I might rely on he. 
affection, I yet was afraid that ſhe would 

be offended at her having been carried|Mif"" 
off ſo ſuddenly ; and conſequently wou 
look upon it as a want of love and ei" 
ſteem in me. For this reaſon I dreadel k 
to come into her preſence, and firſt made 5 
them tell me in what manner it had been Wi"? 
done; in order that I might know whe 4 
ther they had acted any thing that could iſF* 
juſtly diſpleaſe her. They told me, that WW" 
they had carried her off without any vio Wl a2 
lence, as ſhe was walking with her fa. 10 
ther and a few ladies. Hearing this, | n 
went aboard the ſhip, and ſurpriz*d her ll ©? 
prodigiouſiy by my preſence. There's WW - 
no doubt but her fears were entirely re- BY fit 
mov'd, when ſhe ſaw a lover at her feet, ll © 
whoſe tenderneſs and fidelity ſhe had fo 1 
often experienc'd ; but as ſhe thought Ml © 
the methods I had employ'd to get her 8 
too rough and not very common; ſhe rt- Bi _ 
ceiv*d me at firſt with ſome coldneſs, and f 
ſaid, ſhe did not imagine I ſhould have , 
employ*d ſtrangers to carry her off. 1 WF _ 
cleared my ſelf to her, by explaining the I n 
whole myſtery of the adventure, and ſoon I . 


brought her to join with me in thanking 
OE, 8 heaven, 
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eaven, for making us both thus happy in 

d unexpected a manner. I conducted her 

o ſhore. My father, who during this 
ight poſſibly have been in doubt with 
imſelf how to behave towards us, was 
determin*d, the moment he ſaw us, to 
vive me leave to marry her. For my 


dee he forgave the young gentlemen 
a ho had exerted themſelves ſo much for 
een ny ſervice 3 and every one being overjoy'd 
he. at my ſucceſs, I was made happy a few 
ua cays after, by the ſolemnization of our 
bat marriage. 3 - Sn 
* My pleaſure increaſed 2 
f. day. 1 loved my amiable conſort wi 


the utmoſt tenderneſs, and had a daughter 
by her whom you juſt now ſaw in the 
cave. We ſpent ſeveral years happily in 
Florida till my father died, whom I poſe 


ſo ment, had I been inclin'd to ſtay any 
longer in America ; but I had long before 
made a reſolution to go for Europe, the 
firſt opportunity that ſhould offer itſelf, 
which my wife was no leſs deſirous of than 
e my ſelf. Accordingly I put all I was 
1 Wl vyorth in the world on board a ſhip, and 
e vvith my dear family, ſet fail for my 
n 

8 


native countrey. But do men know what 


they deſire, when they propoſe 


a ſatis 
faction 


ſibly might have ſucceeded in his govern- 


96 The Liſeg 

faction in what they make choice of? 
thoſe very things which they think wil 
beſt promote their happineſs, plunges 
them often into miſery. They quit 4 
certain repoſe which they grow weary of 
through levity, and run after a ſhadow that 
leads them to deſtruction. Tis thus [ 
my ſelf contributed to my oN ruin, 
when I thought to increaſe my. felicity, 
I led a calm and eaſy life in Florida; 
I waseſteem'd by my friends, and dear to 
my wife; what occaſion was there for 
me to go to England, there to be' op- 
preſs'd with ſhame and miſery, out of 
which I have never been able to extri- 
cate my ſelf? ria e 

I éarriv'd in London about two year 
fince, when I found the government 
chang'd, and Oliver's authority firmly e- 
ſtabhiſt'd.'. How much compaſſion ſoever 
Ie might have for! the fad fate of our un- 


| . 


happy king, and the vile treatment | 
heard he met with, I yet thought my 
ſelf oblig'd to follow the ſtream, and 
ſubmit with the reſt to his tyranny. The 
firft thing. I did whs to lay out part of 
my fortune in purchaſing ſome confider- 
able Manors in this county; and chis 
being done, I ſettled in London, where, 
without intermeddling with . 


* 
- 


of? MWairs, I confin'd my ſelf to the acquain- 
will ance of a few perſons, who chad been 
ces i father*s friends, and the company of. 
t 3 n dear wife. We liv'd undiſturb' d for 
7 of teen months, but during this, villainy 
rhat nd fury WETe conſpir ing -my rum. 228 


erdeen, Oliver's favourite and confident, 


8 | | 1 
in, appened to fee my wife in a public 
iy. New; when burning with a brutal paſſion, 
1; Ne endeavour'd to get an opportunity of 


ſiſiting her, and ſet every engine at work. 
o ſeduce her. She acquainted me with 
Her love and her prudence prov'd 
ufficiently that her conduct was perfectly 

irtuous. But now; Aberdeen growing fla- 
rantly inſolent, I thought proper to 
qua int Oliver privately of it, and begg'd: 


ent im to check his favourite's inſolence. 
re- ver heard me with an affected aſtoniſh-, 
ver ent, and anſwer'd, that as he knew A. 


rizen to be a very (diſcreet man, he 


my lllainy I charg'd him with; that poſ- 
ind bly 1 might be too ſoon ſhock'd in af- 
-he urs of this nature 5 that a man ſhould 
of 00 always 5 judge from appearances, or: 
er- A. £00 lightly to ſuſpicions and chat 


e was al moſt ſur e 1 had either been im- 

ay r mpg ra : 2 lang 
ea by; jealouſy. 1 don't, ſays I tor 

You, I. : P FINE him 
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him with great warmth, tell you thef 
things from hearſay, but from what I my 
ſelf have ſeen with my own eyes. Air 
deen was ſo audacious as to come to 
| houſe, and even in the night time; I wa 
at home, though he ſuppeſed me abroad; 
and had it not been out of reſpect to youu 
I ſhould that inſtant have put it out of 
his power ever to repeat his inſolene 
I conjure your Highneſs, ſays I, to put 
a ſtop to it in caſe he ever reaſſumes to 
act the fame part, or elſe give me lean 

to puniſh him 

WE were interrupted, and nothing came 
of my complaint; but in the evening 4 
berdeen came up to me as I was taking 
the air in a place of publick reſort. My 
lord, fays he to me, I know that you 
have made ſeveral complaints againſt me; 
poſſibly I may have given you ſome 
reaſon for it, but I'll never do any thing 
that can offend you more. 1 hook: up- 
on wedlock as facred; and J therefore 
wiſn that heaven may puniſhi me, + 
had the leaſt deſign to injure _— 
muſt confeſs that I love your lad 
JTis either a madneſs or a Gen 
Tell give you leave to puniſh met with 
your own hand, if ever you ffn . 
dend. to any ching farther than \ et 45 

cen 
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- cent deſire of ſeeing her. Don't refuſe 
9 me this ſatisfaction, and indulge me your 
fiendſhip. A compliment of fo ſingular 
Wy à nature, pblig*d me to reflect ſome time 
a4. upon what anſwer I ſhould make him, 
ou Ml! vas ſenſible, that a man might be in- 
to fam'd with a ſtrong paſſion, and at the 
nee. fame time be virtuous enough to reſiſt 
pu it; but then I could not naturally ex- 
e pet ſo much greatneſs of ſoul in an 4- 


au lerdeen, that is, in a man who was a ſlave 
to a tyrant, Virtue is not acquir'd in a 
mel moment; and it muſt have taken deep 
dot in the ſoul before it can produce ſuch 
ing effects as ney be infallibly depended up- 
au. How ſhou'd Aberdeen be ſo much 
you devoted to Oliver, were there not a per- 
ne; {et ſimilitude in their inclinations? I 
mel could not rely upon either of them. 
ing However, as I was not willing to paſs 
up bor a whimſical or jealous huſband, 4 
rel anfver'd him in a civil manner, that I 
: could not be offended at any perſon for 
eſteeming my wife; but then that I 
thought him ſo reaſonable, as to know 
that ſome bounds were to be ſer to an 
eſteem of this kind. He” appear'd fa- 
ufied, but how was I ſurpriz d to ſeę 
him come to my houſe the very next day; 
however 1 uſed him very handſomely, 
Es when, 
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when, after we had talk'd together 2 * 
moment or two, he ask'd whether he 
might not have the honour to pay his 
reſpects to my wife. I did not deny him; 
but as I had told her the night befor Ml ©! 
what had paſt between us, ſhe refus'd to * 
appear, upon pretence that ſhe was out 
of order. He left me with an air of diſ. Wl | 
ſatisfaction, which however did. not pre. 
vent his returning ſome days after, and MW 
repeating his viſit ſeveral times, tho' he Wl tn 
always met with the ſame reception. At g. 
laſt, as this villain could no longer maſk tn 
himſelf, he took a moſt; horrid reſolu- Ml .., 
tion, which brought him to a juſt death, Wl ,, 
ng plung'd me into the depth of mi- m 

ery. 33 e a dd 
Y my wife took a pleaſure in public WM m 
ſhews, ſhe us'd to be frequently a ipe- b. 
ctator on thoſe occaſions, She was one ll 11 
day gone to one of theſe with ſome la- 
dies of her acquaintance, and I expected 
her return at the uſual. hour, when one 
of my ſervants came almoſt out of breath, 
and told me that my coach had been Wl B. 
ſtopt in the ſtreet; that the traces had (ir 
been cut, and his lady taken out by i- IM th 
veral men mask'd, who had imme 
thruſt her into another coach, and made 
off. I was in ſuch a rage when this r 
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told me, that I ruſh*d out of the houſe, 


de who had been along with my wife. They 
' his WY vere in a hackney coach, not having an 
opportunity of returning in mine. The 
tor: WF tears which ſtood in their eyes, confirm'd 
d to but too ſtrongly the fad news my ſer- 
Out Bi v2nc had brought me. Cruel women ! fays 
di- Wi to them, with an air of diſtraction, 
Pre. reſtore me my wife ! I had entruſted you 
and BY vich her. Saying this, I would have left 
be WY them that inſtant, but they ſtopt me, 
At ing I ſhould ſoon hear from her; and 
. that whither ſoever thoſe ruffians might 


carry her, they would tertainly be found 
out, And indeed, they had x 

much preſence of mind, as to bid my 
coachman follow the coach in which his 


lic miſtreſs was carried off; and this he did 
Pc by getting upon one of the coach horſes, 


Nc whoſe traces, as I before obſerv'd, had 
la been cut: So that the very expedient 
ed BY which thoſe villains had taken for their 
I own ſecurity, ſerv'd to haften the diſco- 
h, very, and the puniſnment of their crime. 
10 m then this was a — 1 confolation, 
ince they had time enough to perpetrate 
e their villhing 8 2 {1 FE? 185 


1 I came back into the Houſe, in order 
1 
d 


to wait for the coachman's return, bur in 


(M2 


but was met that inſtant by the ladies 


had fo, 


WS = ©. AG. n 
ps _- he" 5 q 
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the mean time was tortur'd with a thouſand 
tumultuous paſſions, and unable to utter 
a ſingle word. He return'd about an 
hour after, and told us he could not 
learn the names of the ruffians ; however, 
that having follow'd them about a mile 
out of town, they had ſtopt in a ſolitary 
27 70 and went into a houſe, Which he 
d taken very exact notice of. Thi 
gave me ſome hopes, and I eaſily ſup- 
pos'd that no man but Aberdeen could a 
capable of commiting fo vile an action. 
devoted Lim to all the furies in hell, and 
ſwore I would murther him tho' he Khould 
run for ſhelter to Olwer's arms. I im- 
mediately call'd all my friends toge- 
ther, when about a dozen of us, all of 
them of the higheſt quality, and pri. 
vate enemies to Oliver and his - 
rents, ſet out with our ſervants, © * Twas 
about ten a Clock when we got to 
the houſe to which my coachman di- 


rected us; when, I defir*d eight of my 


friends to mind | it, ſo that none might 
eſcape, We then broke open the door, 
and I went in the fourth, ſword in hand, 
firmly reſolv'd not to give quarter to any 
perſon. The firſt thing I ſaw was a ſer- 
vant who attempted to fly the moment 
he jay me, bur 1 ; Rops him, and cried 

in 
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in a furious tone; Where is Aberdeen and 
lady Axminſter ? The fellow feign'd very 
cunningly to be ſurpriz*d, as tho? he had 
not known what I meant; but my coach- 
man, who follow'd me, having aſſur'd 
me that he knew him to be one of the 
raviſhers, I turn'd the point of my ſword 
to his breaft, and cry*d,. Speak l or you 
are a dead man. Hearing this he trem- 
bled, and told me, that his maſter was 
above ſtairs with my wife. I ask'd. him 
if they were alone; he anſwer'd, that 
they were in bed together. In bed to- 
gether ! ſays I. Revenge, revenge, my 
dear friends! Saying this I fell into a 
ſwoon. My friends ſuppoſing I had on- 
ly fainted away, order'd my coachman 
2 to take care of me, and flew to the room 
* where the guilty Aberdeen was. He had 


i heard the noiſe, and being afraid, had 

b. barricaded the door; however, twas in- 

„ Kantiy forc'd open, tho? he did his ur- 
) WY moſt endeavours to keep them out. Mx 
I friends did not kill him, but thought 


proper to leave to me the choice of the 
| death he ſhould die. I ran up ſtairs a 
moment after, for I recover'd preſently 
. from the ſwoon, and *twas impoſlible but 
I muſt be more than ordinarily furious. 
I found - Aberdeen kneeling down, and 


F4 begging 
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begging for life in the moſt abje& man. 
ner. I was going to ſtab him in every 
Part of his body, when one of my friends 
kept back my arm, and faid, that ſince 
his life was in my hands, it would be 
proper to ask him feveral queſtions before 
4 diſpatch'd him. I ſtopt. The confu- 
fion I was in took my ſpegch from me, 
when 1 caſt my eyes round to look for 
my wife, who was ſtill in bed. My fu- 
Ty, which had not vented itſelf on Aber. 
deen,, was now directed wholly to her. 
I deceived my friends, who had no man- 
ner of diſtroſt of what I meditated, and 
gave her ſeveral wounds. This being 
done, ſhe yet had ſo much ſtrength left, 
as to hold me faſt by the arm as I gave 
the fourth ſtab; and even to draw me on 
the bed, when with a faint voice ſhe call'd 
me her dear, but barbarous husband. 
My friends came up, and fore'd  m 
Tword out of my hand; but my wife ſtill 


held me faſt by the arm, and'reproach'd_ 


me in the moſt tender manner with my 
cruelty. I was in ſuch diſtraction, that 


J did not at firſt hear what ſhe faid; but 


the repeated proteſtations of her inno- 
cence, and the complaints ſhe vented of 
the cruel death I made her ſuffer, which 
yet ſhe ſaid ſhe did freely, tho? it was fo 
EOS — unjuſt 3 
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unjuſt; her languiſhing ſighs, the tender 
name of huſband, which ſhe repeated a 
thouſand times, at laſt pierc'd my ears, 
and ſoon found their way to my heart. 
then open'd my eyes, like one who was 
come out of a dream, when I beheld my 
unhappy wife, bath*d in her blood, which 
guſh'd out from 1 part: I ſaw her 
pale and expiring, and her eyes ready to 
cloſe themſelves for ever; and I the 
cauſe of all this dreadful calamity ! I did. 
not ſpeak à ſingle word, or breathe one 
ſigh ; for *twas' impoſſible, as: ſo many 
nckmg thoughts ruſh*d on my foul in 
an inſtant, for any one of them to break 
into expreſſion, I turn'd to my friends: 
Come, ſays I to them, with an air of cold- 
neſs, which ſurpriz*d them; make haſte, if 
it be poſſible, before I die, to ſuccour 
her, and clear up theſe © dreadfully-dark 
circumſtances which terrify me fo much, 
Tell me, dear friends, ſays I, in a low 
voice, and ftaring wildly on them, whe- 
ther you did hot find her in bed with 
that villain? Alas! cries my agonizing 
wife, he forc'd me to it with a dagger. 
One of my friends faid to Aberdeen, ſpeak, 
perfidious villain ! and let us into. this 
whole ſcene of wickedneſs, The wretch, 
who was frighted at the ſight of - ſo 
82 „ F 5 many 
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many drawn ſwords, and the terrors of 
an impending death, ſaid trembling, that 
he begg*d heaven, my ſelf, and my wife 
to forgive his crime; that indeed 0 had 
employ'd the ſtrongeſt violence to foro 
her to yield to his criminal deſires; but 
that he probably might merit compaſſion, 
if I would but call to mind that he wa; 
young; had been precipitated by an un. 
ruly paſſion, and follow'd Olver*s ad. 
vice, All the company ſhudder'd at the 
Mx friends, whom I had deſir'd to ftay 
without, came into the houſe, when they 
found no one made any reſiſtance; and 
having only ſeiz'd ſome of Aberdeen's fer- 
vants, whom they order*d ours to guard, 
they were come up after us; ſo that all 
of them were preſent when Oliver's name 
was mention'd. There was not one of them ll cc 
but deſir d to hear Aberdeen explain him- Wl fr. 
{ſelf farther 9 with regar d to the great m- m 
timacy that was between him and Ol. WW 6 
ver. He then reveaPd to us his great y. 
injuſtice, his numberleſs crimes and in- y. 
quities, all which 1 omit as foreign to f 
the preſent ſubject. With regard to my ne 
wife, he repeated that he ſhould never I el 
have attempted to get any favours from WM de 


ber by violence, had he not. been fol: W 7 
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cited to it by Oliver; that the tyrant, 


that at the ſame time that he gave me this 
vite, advice, aſſur'd him he had enjoy'd her 
had Wl more than once; but that beſides the 
or Bl natural depravity of his mind, two rea- 
but i ſons had prompted him to a deſign fo 
ion, fatal to my honour and repoſe ; that he 
Wa Wi had been very much diſguſted to find 
u me, at my return from "Florida, ſhin his 
ad. preſence, and refuſe to increaſe the num- 
the BY ber of his flatterers; that he had been no 
leſs affronted afterwards to hear me com- 
ay plain in ſuch reſolute terms about the in- 
hey Bi ſult which was offer'd my wife; and be- 
ang lieving therefore: that I deſpis'd him, he 
fer. had taken that opportunity to humble 


what he call'd my pride and haughti- 
neſs. ne | mY 

AFTER my friends had thus got a full 
confeſſion of Oliver's and Aberdeen's crimes, 
from the mouth of the latter, they ask'd 
me what they ſhould do with him. Alas 
fays I, you may revenge my cauſe aß 
you ſhall think proper. But who —— 
ou will undertake to 2 me? Am 


. 


em 
im 
in 
Me 
eat 
fi 
to leſs guilty than he is? He diſh 
m nour'd my wife; and I, alas! have cru- 
n elly put Fer te death. We both of us 
M Bo deſerve to die; I beg you to kill me: 
» They endeavour'd to give me conſola- 


tion, 


He Har dig. 7 
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tion, by 8 that after the fatal vie. 
lence which had been offer'd to my wife, | 
perhaps ought not to confider her, death 
as the greateſt misfortune that could be. 
fal me; that I ought to thank heaven 
for having diſcover'd her inhogence to 
me; and be leſs afflicted at . a ſepara- 
tion, to which I - muſt one day have been 
forc'd to ſubmit, in what light ſoever [ 
might conſider myſelf; but which would 
be much more grievous, in caſe that dear 
object of my love and ſorrow ſhould not 
ha pen to die. Yes, ſays I to them, you 
K me the light in ec I; am to 


- conſider my misfortune, but you muſt 
firſt endue me with ſtrength ſufficient to 


bear up againſt it. The moſt uſeful, aſ- 


ſiſtance you could lend me, would be to/ 


take away my life, at leaſt return me my 
ſword; I'll ſoon: find the: only remedy 
to all my pains. They had the a an. 
to remove every thing, from my ſight 
that might heighten my deſpair ; and ob- 
ſerving that the ſight of Aberdeen ſo- 
mented it, they conſulted rogether 1 in 
what manner they ſhould rid themſelyes 
of him, but not one, of them would un- 

dertake to Kill him in cold Dogs... They 
debated; whether. it would not be better 


to let him die publickly by the hand bo 
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the executioner; but fearing leſt Oliver 
ſhould ſcreen him from juſtice, they at 
laſt reſolv'd to carry him down, naked 
as he was, into the court-yard, and order 
our ſervants to diſpatch him before us. 
Is the mean time my wife's wounds 
had been dreſt; but as ſhe had loſt a 
great quantity of blood, and there was 
no ſigns of life in her, I ſuppos'd her 
to be dead. I was reſolv'd to die alſo, 
and was conſidering how I might elude. 
che vigilance of ſome of my friends, who 
on watch'd me whilſt the reſt were puniſhing 
to Ml 4berdeen. | But as I was revolving all the 
ut WM circumſtances of my ill fate, I recollected 
to that I ſhould be but half reveng'd by 
a. Aberdeen's death, ſince Oliver was equally 
o guilty. I contemplated with pleaſure on 
Ny tis thought, and immediately refoly*d 
ly Wl to employ, my life, which J was now 
determin'd to loſe, in puniſhing, the ty- 
rant. I ſhall, fays I, do my. country 
ſervice, by ridding it of a monſter who 
rules it with a rod of iron; I ſhall revenge 
my honour, the death of my ſovereign, and 
chat of my wife. All Eugland will join 
with me in my quarrel ; I'm ſure 1 i 
ing applauded by all good men; in caſe 
I die in the attempt, r ſhall ar leaſt md 
Fe 8 f thy_cvile, winch T' now 
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only wiſh to prolong, merely upon theſe I li 
hopes. This reſolution, which I engag d Ml 
myſelf to execute by a thouſand oaths, ft. 
diffus'd in an inſtant ſuch a tranquillity WW * 
over my ſoul, as ſurpriz'd my friends, 
They enquir'd, but to no purpoſe, into 
the cauſe of this change; but I would 
not let them into my deſign; not only 
becauſe I was afraid leſt they ſhould op- 
poſe it, but from a kind of Jealouſy, 
which made me wiſh that no one might 
ſhare with me in the fame and danger 
of ſo glorious an enterprize. © © 
Aberdeen was kill'd b this time, when 
we reſolv'd to leave this unhallowed place, 
and carry off my wife's body. My 
friends ſuppos'd as I did, that ſhe was 
dead; and having done all they could 
to recover her, they at laſt perceiy'd that 
the breath'd, tho* very faintly. ' Upon 
this they redoubled their care, when ſhe 
inſenſibly got a little ſtrength, and was 
able to open her eyes and throw them 
round her. I was for drawing near the 
bed, but was prevented; not that my 
friends were afraid of my doing her any 
miſchief, for now grief and pity work d 
as ſtrongly on my heart as fury had done 
before. Dear, unhappy wife, ſays J. 
you ſtill breathe ! you return —_— to 
| e, 
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life, only to feel all the horrors of your 
wretched fate! Good providence, who re- 
ſtoreſt her to my arms, by what name 
am I to call the preſent thou now makeft 
me? My friends debated together upon 
this unexfpected accident, which, made it 
more difficult for us. to get off; for my 
wife was too weak to be carried to Lon- 
aon, or to bear the joulting of a coach. 
Happily we were juſt by the Thames 
fide, when my Lord Terwill,, who was 
one of our aſſociates, propos'd that we 
ſhould carry her by water to. Aing/ten, 
where he had a country houſe. As boats 
are very eaſily had upon the river, he 
immediately ſent two of his ſervants to 
get one ready; and thinking it not fafe 
to take watermen along with us, he of- 
fer d to row with ſuch of our compa: 
nions as were willing to go along with 
him. Accordingly theſe generous friends 
carried my wife in their arms to the 
river ſide, when three of them agreed to 
conduct her, with my Lord Terwill, to 
Kingſton. I ſaw them ſet out, intending 
to return to London, to carry my daugh: 
ter out of it before night. In the morning 
went back to Aberdeen's houſe,, with 
the friends who ſtay' d behind, in order 
to ſee what might have been the conſe - 

| | „ 
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quences of this fatal adventure. Tis cer. 


tain that e ſhould have had nothing to fear Ml whe 
under a good and upright adminiſtration:¶ to 1 


For Aberdeen's crime was of ſuch a na. 
ture, that the injur*d perſon had a juſt 
right to puniſh it; but Olivers conduct 
was not to be judg'd by the principles 
of equity. He was prodigiouſly fond of 
Aberdeen, and had been let into his black 
deſign, whence we could not doubt but 
he would endeavour to revenge his death; 
and that he would be ſo cunning in his 
hypocriſy, as to work his revenge under 
the colour of juſtice, *T would have 
griev'd me to the ſoul had the eleven 
noblemen who ſo kindly aſſiſted me, 
brought themſelves into any danger. I. 
there no poſlibility, ſays I, of conceal: / 
ing this action from the world? We are 
in a lone houſe, and *tis plain Aberdeen 
had hir'd it, on purpoſe' ro put his ex- 
ecrable deſign in execution; not a ſoul 
but thoſe in the houſe has ſeen. us; his 
death muſt indeed be known; but WH. ef 


will be able to tell in what manner it Wl '* 
happen'd, or who ſtruck the blow? . 

At leaſt Oliver can ſuſpect no one but Wh 

me; and as for myſelf, I don't dread ei- 

ther his hatred or revenge. My anxiety me 

is wholly for you my worthy rn b 
N | WhO 
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who have ſo generouſly expos'd yourſelves 


on: Wl to ſuch dangers for my fake. They thank*d 
na- me for the regard 1 had for them; and 
juſt tho' they were diſpos'd to continue their 
luct I ſervice with the fame vigour, they never- 
les WY theleſs a pprov'd of the meaſures T had 
of intended to take for their fafery,  *T'was 
ck not impoſſible to keep the whole a ſe- 
but i cret, they being pretty ſure that their ſer= 
h; Wl vants would be faithful; and the only 


hs difficulty was to prevent thoſe of Aber- 
ler dn from betraying us. We had con- 
ve Bf fin'd them together in a room, they 
en being four in number, Who had all af- 
ce, ſiſted in forcing away my wife. They 
se guilty,” fays one of my friends; a 
ss chere's no country in thie world where 


By 
* 


re Wl they would not be put to death, would 
nit be unjuſt in us to puniſh them with 
- WH our own hands? *T would be doing fer- 

ul Wl vice to mankind” to rid the world of fout 
is ſuch villains. How barbarous foever this 
o\ MW refolution” might appear to me when it 
it vas firſt ſtarted, I nevertheleſs o © 

? Wit, becauſe twas on this that the * ) 

t ny friends depended. Accordingly. theſe 
- Wl vretches had the fame fate with their 
j; WI maſter. They being thus diſpatch'd, we 
3 
0 


made our ſervants dig a large pit, and 
buried the five bodies in it; and _ 5 
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waſh'd out every drop of blood we could 
meet with, we lock d up all the doc 
of the houſe very carefully, and ſet ou 
for London. 

I 1MMEDIATFLY ſent my 1 to 
Kingſton, under the guard of a faithfil 
ſervant. I alſo ſent thither my money 
and jewels. As for myſelf, who was me. 
3 don things of the higheſt im- 
portance, I ſtay'd in London; and pre. 
tending to go into the country the nen 
morning, I only chang' d my lodging, 
in order to ſecure myſelf Hock the ſearch 
which I expected would be made. after 
me; I the firſt. days in enquiring bre 
what. ha been the, conſequence, of Al. 
deen's, vaniſhing away ſo ſuddenly | Ol = 
ver, was perhaps . the only . perſon. .that *. 
gueſs d. the fate which was really. befal- . 
en him; however, he diſguis'd hy 1 
thoughts and ſuſpicions, in a palitick: bay 
ner which I had not foreſeen. . He ſeemd MI ;* 
to believe, as was the common = c 
that his favourite had either left the. 
kingdom privately, or been murther d by il "© 
| ſome ſecret enemy. I nevertheleſs 
that he had been tampering with my ſer 
vants, and had ſer every engine at work 
in order to know what was become of * 
my wife, 1 ſpent a week without ſeeing 

One 
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one of my friends. I was firmly deter- 
min'd to murther the tyrant, and thought 
of nothing but how I might diſpatch him. 
'Twas no very eaſy matter to get acceſs 
to him, and he had lately chang'd his 
conduct and behaviour. Inſtead of that 
popular air which he had aſſum' d during 
the firſt years of his adminiſtration, he 
vas now gloomy, moroſe, and almoſt in- 
acceſſible. He even was ſufpicious of his 


— own guards, and fo great was his groves 
ng ling timidity, that he always us'd to be 
n bbav'd by his own relations, not daring 


to truſt . any other perſon. I remerm. 
bred how difficult a A I had found 
ber. it to get acceſs, When I complainꝰ d to 
Ob him about Aberdeen 3; 3 and was perſuaded; 
har MY that as be fuſpected me to be. guilty! of 
fal. his death, he would never ſuffer me to 
hi approach his perſon; and conſequently 
an, that 1 muſt find out ſome extraortlinarg 
na expedient ta make my way to him 
had heard that he intended to ſpend part 
of the ſummer at 1 II therefore 
vent thither, in 
eaſily with an op 1 f Taking 
him there, than i in Land. Oliver arriv*d | 
little after me: | 
I Lay very cloſe, Wi cool a fas 
ful and reſolute ſervant, to whom I had 
confided 
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confided my deſign, and ws was "deter: 
mined to ans his life to ſerve' 'me; 
him J made uſe of to inform me of all 
enemy's motions. I drew up' feveral 
—— but could not put one of them 
in execution, becauſe the ſuſpicious ty- 
rant was grown ſurprizingly fickle in hi 
reſolutions. The perpetual dread he was 
under, made him act quite: differently ar 
night, from what he had purpos'd in th 
morning; probably in the view of = 
covering all the deſigns which he juſt Jkt 
imagined were carrying on again 
life. However, I was one day r 
that he was gone to hunt W foreſt 
upon which I got on horſeback, put tus 
piſtols in my holſters, and rode in ſearch 
of him. 1 avoided mixing with the ſportſ-· 
men, and hovering continually about 
2 J at aft ne pan frike alone dom 
| by a long range of trees, in order to in- 
e pe 
purſuing. I croſs'd the way and came WW 
up with him. The horſe he rode tipon 5 
was as fleet as the wind. He had no # 
piſtols, ſo that I might very eaſily have T1 
at once put an end to his life and crimes; f 
but in this moment I ſo eagerly. wiſt'd IM? 
for, I did not forefee that generolity Ml ** 


would prevail over my hatred; ” fon Lwas 
aſham d 
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er. nam'd to murther in cold blood, an 
1 enemy who was unable to make any de- 
- fence, or divide the danger with me. How- 


erer, I took a piſtol out, and ſtopt him, 


nem BY ben he plainly perceiv'd that I had a 
1 deſign upon his life, which made him 


turn pale and tremble. Tyrant, ſays 1 
to him, with a furious tone of voice, 
where are thy weapons? Scarce was he 
able to anſwer me that he had none; 


= and that he thought. me too generous to 
lin a man who was unable to make the 


vd, Wt oppoſition; when giving him one 
oft of my piſtols, Now, ſays I, defend your- 
ng ſelf; and, if you can, take away my 
chli, ſince you have robb'd me of or 
A. klonour and repoſe. I ſtruck my horſe 
out BY ently, in order to retire a little way 


from him; when he that inſtant clapping 


* ſpurs to his horſe, flew with prodigious 
ere peed, and, as he ran, let fall the pi- 
me ſtol 1 had given him. I was ſo exaſpe- 
on WY ated at his cowardly artifice, that I 
no purſu'd, and fired at him; but the fury 


| was in ented my taking good aim. 
1 The 1 the piſtol Pe #-rs ſome 
d of the ſportſmen up, for which COTE 
y ki forc'd to make off throꝰ the foreſt, - 
and had the good fortune: to get at a 
; | con- 
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con ciderable 1 before the guards 
had orders to purſue me. F 
So great was my anguiſh at the il 
ſucceſs of my attempt, that I believe! * 
ſhould have Lira my ſelf, had not the 5 
thoughts of my wiſe and daughter pr. de. 
vaiPd with me not to abandon life, in ar 
ſpight of the reſolution I had made w 
put an end to it. Since their leaving mel 
my lord Terwill had often wrote to me 4 : 
about them. He acquainted me, that , | 
the furgeon was of opinion, the wounds = 
which my wife had received were nol . 
mortal; but then, he ſaid, chat ſhe half . 
loſt ſo much blood, that he beliey'd it bs 


would be impoſſible for her ever to re. 
cover; not to mention that the deep grid 
ſhe was in, render'd the remedies which 
were applied ineffectual. He faid fhe 
begg'd me to come to her, and ſee her 
breathe her laft ; ſince that my long ab- 
ſence, gave her but tb great teu ſon t0 
think that I loek'd upon her as 
and that therefore ſhe was now dome 
the object of my hate. I was prod: 
8 ſtruck with this repregck BIfer bea. ha 
en is my witneſs, chat ſo far from lo- 
ving her 885 $/ ſhe had never been deter I ,. 
w Be, hn alben che erue! Gutrige The iſ 1 
bad 
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dad ſuffer'd. Aberdeen's crime appear: d 


to me ſo great a myſtery of horror, that 
did all that lay in my power to ſup- 


= 


4 preſs the thoughts of it; but then I was 
= B ever reflecting with pleaſure on my 
de gear wife's innocence. I repreſented to 
a my ſelf her cries, and her tears; and with, 
OY what bravery ſhe. had reſiſted an infa- 
od mous raviſher, who had forc'd her either 
"to gratify his brutal deſires, or make 
— choice of death. And I, in a barbarous 
4 ranſport had puniſh'd her for a crime 
which another had committed. What a 
* reward was this, for her great virtue 
nd the ſtruggles ſhe had made No, 
nM 235 I to my ſelf, I won't love her leſs 
pon that account. Her innocent N 2 2 
ich be indeed been the prey to a 2 i 
Pl dious adulterer, but then he cou” 


ter either lefſen or corrupt them. How. b 
ab. lappy would be the lot of a Virtuous 
woman, did the opinion of her Honour; 

by depend upon the violence of an abo- 
ninable wretch, who, whenever he Pleas'd, 
5 cou'd cover her with ſhame, an d. infamy 1. 
diſt inction muſt be made Fety Fecha 

le = Ppinets and tt. A docs whe 890d, 
17 t wil n. nev uniſh any Jn, his, 
tho nie, but ſuch as ffült Fora: VICIOUS in- 
1 inatton. My affection for my wife was oy 
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far from decreaſing, that nothing but the 
moſt inveterate hatred to Oliver, could * 
have kept me fo long from ſeeing her; I hi 
or rather my hatred. to that tyrant, was MI... 
but an effect of my great love for her; MW... 
ſince there was nothing I ſo ardent- eg 
ly defired as to revenge her. At my v 
going out of the foreſt I made towards Ml ;;.: 
Kingſton, and rid all the way on a full hat 
gallop. Being arriv'd, I went to my MW, 
lord Terwill's with great privacy; for as ws 
Oliver's hatred now no longer wanted a 
handle, I did not doubt but he'd order 
the ſtricteſt ſearch to be made after me; 
and I expected to be treated in the moſt 
_ cruel manner, in caſe I ſhould be ſo un- 
fortunate as to fall into his hands. In- 
deed my lord Terzwill receiv'd advice from 
London the next day, that the tyrant re- 
turned to it inſtantly after; that the 
terror with which he was ſeiz'd was fo 
viſible, that even his friends laugh'd at 

his cowardice ; that he had given orders 
I ſhould be ſearch'd after in all places; 
and had even gone ſo far, as to mention 
the death I hould „„ 
Tas dark when I arriv'd at Ng n, 


dc 'that 1 afl got over the bridgeand, li 


through the town without being taken, ber 


notice ol. J came in privately ch my| Wt. 
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lord Terwill*s, and happening luckily to 


find his lordſhip at home, I inform'd 


him how neceſſary it was for me to be 
conceal'd, even ? his ſervants. He 
carried me to my wife's apartment. The 
elfect which my preſence produced on her, 
was ſo vaſtly melting, that I can never 
think af it without ſome emotion. She lifted 
hands and eyes to heaven. Do I then, 
up her ſays ſhe, bedewing her face with her 
tears, behold him once more? No; he 
does not hate me, ſince he is ſo kind as 
to let me ſee him again. Alas! ſays 
ſhe, wherefore ſhould you hate me? I 


had undoubtedly offended heaven which 


has been thus cruel to me; but you, 
whom I have always lov'd dearer than 


my ſelf; $9 the joy of my heart, and 


my dear huſband, how have I incurred 
your hatred? I feel that death is going 


to lay his-icy hand upon me, and I don't 


deſire heaven to prolong my life; but if 


[ muſt die without your love, I am then 
to bid adieu to all hopes of happineſs . 
n another life, for felicity can never be= 
gin by deſpair. She pronounc'd theſe _ 


words with ſo mournful a voice and air, 


bat my lord Trill, who alſo ſtood, by 
ter bedſide, and ſuppos' d, as ſhe did, that 


a7 
8 
% 


the violence, which had been offer'd her, 
Vor. I. G- Had 


— 
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had turn'd my love to hatred ; cou'd not 
forbear exclaiming againſt my cruelty 
and injuſtice. Why could not they both 
fee to the bottom of my ſoul! Oh! 
with what pangs was it tortur'd! I fel! 
upon my knees in filence, before the per- 
ſon that was dearer to me than life; 
and reclining my head on this bed of 
grief, I was for ſome time loſt in the 
croud of reflections which my ſorrows fug- 
geſted. I roſe up, but *rwas to groan a- 
loud with as much violence as I had 
done in ſecret. Dreadful] God! ſays J; 
how is it poſſible for man to reſpect th 
decrees, when they ſeem to interfere with} 
juſtice, and that he feels ſuch fatal, ſuch 
bloody effects from them! I broke into 
a thouſand expreſſions equally injurious 
to the deity ; but the tenderneſs which 
was natural to me, abating inſenſibly the 
violence of my tranſports, my cheeks 
were ſoon bath'd in tears. I how did 
nothing but weep and ſigh, and fpeni 
the whole night by my wife's: bedfide, 
fometimes in bewailing her wretched fate 
and mine; and at other times in making 
the ſtrongeſt proteſtations of loving her e- 
ternally; but at the ſame time was as derp- 
y afflicted and as inconſolable as het- 


1 
f 


* 
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Taz unhappy poſture of my affairs 
e would not allow me to ſtay long in King- 
gan, where I every moment run the riſk 
of being diſcover'd. My lord Terwill 
preſt me, but to no purpoſe, to ſtay in 
"is houſe, for fear I ſhould expoſe my 
elf to greater danger by going out. I 
he BY © deſign'd to conceal my ſelf in theſe 

"WE carts; but tho? I had not yet thought 
"We retiring into this cave, I knew that 
all! might ſafely ſhelter my felf in ſe- 
ID places in my own eſtate, part of 


+ dich conſiſts of ſeveral barren moun- 
ins. I went thither travelling only in the 
<> ihr, in order to pitch upon the moſt 


no! rure retreat, and diſcover'd my. felf to 
| none but the rector of a pariſh which be- 
nch ll "gs to me; a man of great integrity 
ind good ſenſe, ' whoſe advice has ſince 
eben of great ſervice to me. *T'was he 
ho firſt told me of this deep ſolitude, 

ad prompted me to go and live in it. He 
inew it better by tradition than experience. 
A little after we viſited its ſeveral receſſes, 
men I found ſo many commodious places, 
made as it were on purpoſe by the hand 
nature, toferve as a lat living refuge for 
i miſerable wretch, that I immediately 
eſoly d to make choice of one of them 
MM my habitation. The parſon under- 
. 62 took 
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took to get it fitted up privately, and f 
*rwas reſolv'd that I in the mean time ; 
ſhou'd return to Kingſton, in order toll 
fetch my wife and daughter, whom I de. ; 


ny into firſt, and the other that which 
1 


termin'd to carry into my receſs, I de- 


fired the parſon to get two of the grottos 
furniſh'd ; one of which is that J carried 


es further up, where you ſaw my wifc 


and daughter. This is a double ſecuri- - 
ty to us. I live in the firſt, which is a 4 
ſort of vantguard, where I ſuperintend al . 
I eſtcem valuable in the world. The par- c 
on was ſo aſſiduous in this affair that my v, 
apartments were tenantable in a few days Wl | 
ſo that arriving with my little family a. 
whom I brought in a litter (obſerving .I , 
ways to travel in the night) I found thei | 
habitation prepared for our reception. 
We have liv'd above five months in it, 5 
and been viſited hitherto only by two ori me 
three of m _ Tu . friends, = .. 
came purpolely from London with my lorc 
71 -ruill, luc to furniſh me with man) * 
things I wanted, and to do me ſeveral „ 
friendly offices. We are attended upoq _ 
by two affectionate ſervants, a woman | 
who is always with my wife and daughter He 
and a man- ſervant who lives in my grottoꝶ 1 


and goes every night to the parſon, t. 


fetch 
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fetch us neceſſaries. You will naturally 
ſuppoſe that our occupations are of a 
melancholy kind, and ſuitable - to our 
condition and the place we inhabit. Yon 
ſw my wife. She has not yet been able 
to recover her ſtrength ; and her conſti- 
tution has been very much weaken*d by 
her wounds, and the great quantity of 
blood ſhe loſt. She is for ever pale and 
lnguiſhing, and her ſorrows make her 
pine away ſenſibly, ſo that I am afraid 1 
al! not enjoy 3 much longer. My 
daughter grows up amid her mother's in- 
eeſſant ſighs and tears. My poor girl, 
whoſe birth, and, if a father may be al- 
low'd to fay it, whoſe numberleſs good 
qualities, ſeem'd to promiſe her happineſs; 
was doom'd, almoſt at her birth, to ſuffer 
all the rigours of fate. As for my ſelf, 
who perpetually mix with my own pangs, 
thoſe of two perſons who are ſo dear to 


torments I ſuffer. Heaven is witneſs to 
them, and knows how long they will 
laſt ; and has undoubtedly been ſo graci- 
ous as to endue me with fortitude ſufficient 
to reſiſt their violence, ſince I have been 
able to bear up ſo long under them. 
However, I will be ſo ingenuous as to 
tell you, I have not always the refolu- 


me, I ſhall not pretend to tell you What 
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tion 1 affect to diſcover outwardly. * 
have a thouſand times been torn to 
pieces by a moſt deep deſpair, and no- 
thing leſs than a ſuperior power, could 
have enabled me to oppoſe it's violence, ] 
often read. Reading frequently ſoftens 
the moſt violent ſorrows I feel, and chan- 
ges them into a gentle melancholy which 
makes me reliſh ſolitude. In thoſe mo- 
ments, whenever I ſet my foot out of 
the cave, every object has a gloomy a- 
ſpect; ſo that my anguiſh ſeems to 
diffuſe itſelf over all nature, and I 
fancy that every thing round, ſympa- 
thizes with me in my afflictions. This 
ſight gives riſe to reflections that encreaſe 
my grief. I return to my living grave; 
ramble over its vaſt retreats; engrave my 
misfortunes on the hardeſt rocks, and 
water the letters with my tears. T is ſur- 
priſing, ſince you've liv'd fo long in this 
place, that you have not yet found any 


of thoſe ſad monuments. This is to me 


a delightful exerciſe, and my anguiſh 
ſeems to ſoften when I expreſs it in this 
manner. I then return to my wife's a- 
partment, where I comfort her and in- 
ſtruct my daughter; and wiſh, ſhe may in- 
herit all her mother's virtues, but not 
meet with her ill fortune. Thus have 1 
EX 333 | ſpent 
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ſpent near ſix months in this deſert. As _ 
the meeting you, ſays my lord: Axminſter, 
ſurpriz d, and even put me into ſome 
far at firſt z I now look upon it as a 
freſh teſtimony of the protection which 
heaven indulges me, who will not have 
me die here with grief, ſince it was ſo 
gracious, as to direct my ſteps to ſo worth 
2man as you appear to be. 15 

I THANKED his lordſhip for the good 
opinion he entertain'd of me, and aſſur'd 
him I wou'd endeavour to preſerve him 
in it. As for probity and integrity, thoſe, 
fays I, you ſhall always meet with in 
me; but Pm afraid that ſuch a noble- 
man as you, who have been us'd to the 


politeneſs of courts, will not be able to 


reliſh my plain, and poſſibly my ſome- 
what ruſtick carriage. in wa ſays I 
with my uſual bluntneſs ; I've heard my 
mother ſay a thouſand times, and have 
read in the greateſt authors, that nothing 
can be more dangerous than a polite 
knave; becauſe he is able to aſſume all 
the appearances of virtue, at the ſame 
time that he has not ſo much as one 
good quality. I am very far, ſays I, 
from entertaining this opinion of you; 
but in caſe you defire we ſhould. become 


friends, you muſt promiſe never to de- 


Ga om 
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ceive me. He anſwer*d in the moſt conr. 
teous manner, that he promiſed never to 
impoſe upon me; and that I might eaſily 
judge, by the freedom with which he 
had open'd himſelf to me; that he had 
not only difcover'd my frankneſs, but 
that *twas the ſole motive of his ſuing for 
my friendſhip. You then, fays I, are 
juſt ſuch a friend as I begg'd heaven to 
indulge me: his name be prais'd for it! 
my heart told me you were an upright 
man the inſtant I ſaw you. I in return 
promiſe, that you ſhall always find me 
faithful and ſincere, and ready to ſerve 
you to the utmoſt of my power. He 
cou*d not forbear ſmiling at the candid and 
affectionate tone in which I pronounced 
thoſe words; when embracing me ten- 
derly, he aſſur'd me that I was alſojuſt 
ſuch a man as he wiſhed for, to love and 
eſteem like a brother; that as twas 
probable our captivity would end at the 
ſame time, ſince it was owing to a like 
cauſe, he therefore wou'd have me blend, 
as it were, my fortune with his; when 
he promiſed to love me, and to do me 
all the ſervice that lay in his power, 
with the ſame Zeal that I had offered 
mine. Nothing in the world cou'd have 
given me ſo much pleaſure, as the hap- 
4 pineſs 


pineſs I thought wou'd accrue to me 
from this promiſe. My joy was ſo na- 
tural and viſible in my countenance, 
that it had the power of ſoothing his 
deep pangs; and he himſelf own'd- to 
me, that his heart was greatly caſed; 
for which, he ſaid, he was wholly oblig'd 
to me. We continu*d our diſcourfe, and 
the converſation increaſed ourfirſt warmth 


lov'd learning; and by that, which he 
on the other ſide felt, when he perteiv'd 
| was more vers'd in the ſciences; than 


theleſs he thought me older than I really 
vas; the ſerious occupations in which 1 


ve 
He 

nd 

ed 

H- 

aſt 

1d priſe to hear I was but ſixteen, and was 
as pleas'd to ſay, That I was perhaps a ſingle 
> nſtance of wiſdom and maturity at ſuch 
I, 

n 

Ie 

's 

d 

e 

— 

5 


an age. : 3 


"” 


As it drew towards night, 1 hinted 


to him the difficulty 1 ſhould have, to 
ind out that part of the cave which an- 


wer'd to my dwelling. He deſird nie 


to ſtay with him till next morning; but 
the fear J was under of making James 


naſtly uneaſy, in ww I ſhould be abſent 


wo 
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of eſteem and mutual friendſhip, by the 
ſatisfaction I taſted when I found he 


people at my age generally are. Never- 


had been employ'd, had given a ſolid 
turn to my features. He expreſt his ſur- 


. — 
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two days together, made me inſiſt upon 
returning the ſame evening. The viſ 
count knew no more than myſelf in what 
part the little valley which belong'd to 
Mrs. Riding lay; moreover, as he had 
gone a great way into the cave, he hap- 
pen'd-to aſł me, whether I could recolled 
ſome remarkable place, where he poflibly 
might have been. I then mention'd the 
river to him, but he knew nothing of it. 
I recall'd to my memory the inſcription] 
had ſeen in the rock; and which I had 
not mention'd to him while he ſpoke, 
for fear of interrupting his ſtory. I re 
peated part of it which I had got by 
heart; when telling me that he knew the 
way perfectly to that place, and I on the 
other ſide aſſuring him that I could ea- 
ſily find my way from thence to the grot- 
to, he offer'd to conduct me to. it that 


; AccorDpinGLY he called his ſervant, 
whom I had not yet ſeen, and having or- 
der'd. him to light up a great torch, and 
to walk before us, we ſtruck into the wind- 
in about half an hours time to the inſcrip- 
tion, and the vifcount ſnew d me feveral 
others in the way, which were equally 
affecting. Wben I knew where 1 was, | 
5 entrea 
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entreated him to return back, but he had 
the 93 to conduct me to my apart- 
ment. 1 eſir'd him, when we were come 
near it, to give me leave to go a little 
before him, in order to ſee whether any 
thing particular had happen'd in my ab- 
ſence, I found the door ſhut tho? I had 
left it open, and ſuppos'd James had done 
it; but how great was my fur prize, juſt 
2s I open'd it, to hear the voices of two 
perſons who were talking together with 
heat. TI liftned, and found *rwas Mrs. Ri- 
ding who was exclaiming againſt James 
for his . to which ſhe aſcrib'd . 
my deſtruction, looking upon me as loſt. 
$4 was juft come from London. I did 
not think proper to let her know I was 
ſo near her, till I had firſt acquainted my 
lord Aint of it. Accordingly I went 
back to him, and he ſeem'd very unwil- 
ling to appear before a ſtranger: How- 
wer, after I had let him into Mrs. Ri- 
dings character, and told him that I od 
my life to her, he conſented to go into 
my grotto. We knock'd at the door, 
came in, and the was overjoy'd to ſee 
me. E then told her all that had hap- 
pen'd, and my good fortune in meet- 


ing with the lord Arminſter, who had _ 


ay d my life, and had indulg'd me fome- 
thing 


„%% K 
thing more valuable, his friendſhip I 
mean. Mrs. Riding was very much ſur. 
priz'd to find a man of his quality in ſo 
deplorable a condition. She had heard 
the adventure which oblig'd him to con- 
ceal himſelf; but then ſhe was perſuaded 
with Oliver and the reſt of the kingdom, 
that he had croſs'd the feas. This ge- 
nerous woman gave him ſuch. unaffected 
marks of reſpect, and compaſſion for his 
ill fortune, as gain'd his heart at once. 
He embrac'd me with tears in his eyes, 
and faid, that he had gain'd as, much as 
I had done by his ſaving my life; fince 
with my friendſhip, he acquir'd that of 
fo amiable a lady. He did not ſcruple to 
tell her, he alſo liv'd in the cave; he 
even mention*d his wife and daughter to 
her; and begg'd, in caſe ſhe thought it 
could be done with ſecrecy. enough, to 
come and divert ſometimes. with her con- 
verſation and preſence, two unfortunate 
perſons, who for ſix months had been 
denied all correſpondence with the liv- 
ing. . Er IN 
| 3 Riding was in the utmaſt aſto- 
'  niſhment, to hear that my lord Axmin- 
fer, his lady and daughter, had ſpent ſix 
months in this dreadful retirement. Tho 
this nobleman had a conſiderable MP 
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that joinꝰd almoſt to hers, ſhe yet never had 
ſcen him, becauſe he generally reſided in 
London. But her generoſity, which inclin'd 


her to be a friend to all in- diſtreſs, ſoon 


affected her ſtrongly for the misfortunes 
of that unhappy family. She told the 
viſcount that ſhe was impatient to ſee 
his lady and daughter, and deſir'd to 

have this ſatisfaction that very evening; 
but he entreated her to put off the viſit till 
next night, in order that he might prepare 
them for it. As for myſelf, who was 


* * * ® — 


me wait upon him back, had not Mrs. Ri- 
ling hinted that ſhe wanted to have a 
little private diſcourſe with me ; and de- 
ſir d me to lie at home that night, upon 
which my lord Axminſter took his leave. 
BEING now alone with Mrs. Riding, 
we fell into one of thoſe diſcourſes in 
vhich there is more cordiality and ten- 
ſince my mother's death, ſhe having been 
detain'd in London by urgent buſineſs. 
This was the firſt time ſhe came to the 
grave of her dear friend, to pay her the 
laſt duties of eſteem and friendſhip; I 
before obſerv d, that I had buried her in 
the middle of the room, and James had 
f em 
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already ſhew*d it her. She took me by the y 
hand, and carrying me up to it, this then, Ml * 
fays ſhe, is the place where you have Wl © 
thought fit to lay the remains of your Il ® 
unhappy mother; *tis here that conſtan- ff 

cy, integrity, good nature; all the per-! 
fections of body, and virtues of the foul, * 

are buried with that dear woman. The 
ground ſhould here produce the ſweeteſt d 
flowers only, and exhale the moſt fragant de 
vapours. Heavens! ſays ſhe, with her Ml l 
eyes ſtill rais'd, thou ſurely muſt be- Wl ” 
ſtow the nobleſt rewards on virtue here- [ 
after, ſince thou takeſt ſo little care of it 
here below ! What other conſtruction can s 
wee we put upon thy juſtice ? She now un- © 
doubtedly leads a life of greater felicity ; l 
thou crowneſt her in thy boſom ; *tis in fc 
= that ſource of glory and felicity, that my 
= dear friend at laſt taſtes the ſweets of an A 
& everlaſting repoſe ; after having been fo la 
long the object of mankinds malice, and 6 
the ſport of thine and her enemies. May MI ” 
therefore her happineſs be now the care 
of thy love, and the work of thy power. 
And you, fays ſhe, in directing herſelf to 
me; you who have ſurvived her, per- 


Haps to go through a longer ſeries of 
- misfortunes, what wiſhes ſhall my friend- 
ſhip form for your welfare ? Shall I wiſh f. 
| you 
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you affluence, which your mother's ex- 
ample and inſtructions have taught you 
to deſpiſe? And, indeed, this would ill 
anſwer her views and your own.» What 
fate ſoever heaven may decree you, may 
you be as good as ſhe ! Thus is the ſincere 
with of my heart. e | 
Ar r ER theſe teſtimonies of her ten- 
derneſs and love, Mrs. Riding fat down 
to diſcourſe with me upon ſubjects of a 
leſs melancholy nature. She obſerv'd to 
me, 'that tho* her principal wiſh was that 
I might tread in my mother's ſteps, ſhe 
yet was of opinion 4 I ought not ab- 
ſolutely to neglect the making my for- 
n- Wl tune ; that as I was now my own maſter, 
7; Loaght to lay down ſeveral wiſe maxims 
in for my future behaviour; that indeed 
iy would not be prudent for me to appear 
in abroad while my father was living; tho', 
ſo fays ſhe, tis not ſo dangerous now you are 
id elt alone, as when your mother was liv 
y ing; but then that I might be ſafe the ä 
re. I retired from my ſolitude ; and that ſhe 
| had thought of an expedient, which ſhe 
ro WM 2dvis'd me to liſten. to, which was, that 
I ſhould leave the kingdom, and fly to 
of Cbarles II. our lawful ſovereign, and offer 
1. him my ſervice: That by taking up arms 
h for him, and ſharing in his quarrel, hea- 
u ven 


7 


ven itſelf would give me an opportunity 
of revenging my father's cruelty; that 
the Engliſb would at laſt open their eyes, 
and return to their allegiance; that the 
uſurpation muſt end one time or other, 
either by che overthrow or death of Oli- 
ver; that then it would be of the higheſt 
advantage to me, to have an opportunity 
of returning to England with the know- 
ledge of my ſovereign, and the merit of 
having engag' d in his cauſe; that ſhe 
would undertake to equip me out, when 
I ſhould make ſuch a figure as would be 
no diſgrace to his train; that it would be 
neceſſary for me to determine ſpeedily, 
becauſe of a rumour that a general peace 
would be proclaim*d all over Europe; and 
therefore ſhe believ'd it would be beſt for 
me to wait upon his majeſty, and offer 
him my ſervice before the war was ended ; 
that in caſe I reliſh'd her propoſal, ſhe 
would get every thing ready for my em- 
barking before the week was out. 
I was ſo far from being pleas'd with 


this Pr opoſal, that I thought it a dread- 


ful one. This ſudden tranſition from the 
ſolitude in which I had always liv'ꝗ, to a 
military and court life, rais*d ſuch thoughts 
in me as almoſt made me tremble. I did 
not conceal my anxiety from Mrs. Riding. 
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ity I may, ſays I to her, confeſs the truth to 
hat you without bluſhing, ſince you know ſo | 
yes, ell the way in which I have been brought 
the MW up. I have convers'd with hardly two 
er, MW men in my life. What an odd figure 
Ji. hall J make in an army or a court, ſince 
ſt I'm ſo unus'd to both? Tis not that I 
ity {MW find my ſelf want either courage or 
W. ccfolution ; , but the life I have hither - 
of oo led, makes me altogether unfit for 
ſhe the commerce of the world. The con- 
zen verſation, ſays I, which I have to day 
be lad with my lord Axminſter, has ſhewn 
be ne the ridiculouſneſs of my own carriage, 
ly, by the vaſt difference there is between 
ce his and mine. Mrs. Riding ſmil'd to hear 
nd ne ſay this, and anſwer'd, that indeed _ 
for ¶ chere was ſomething wanting to give 
fer ne the air of a gentleman ; but that a 
d; little uſe would make me completely fo. 
he However, I could not promiſe to follow 
n- er ſcheme, without' firſt taking ſome 
Name to reflect on it, which I did all that 


night. My lord Axminſter return'd to 
ny grotto 'the next morning, and as I 
ras not yet determin'd, his preſence gave 
ne the greateſt pleaſure. I diſcover*d the 
perplexity I was in, and begg'd him to 
ell me ſincerely the opinion he had of 
ny perſonal qualities, and my W | 
, wich 


438 . Te Lair of 
with regard to a public way of life. He 
thought this an odd queſtion; but after 
laughing modeſtly at my ſimplicity; 1 
| ſhould, ſays he, impoſe upon you, were 
I to aſſure there was not {till ſomething 
wanting, in order for your appearing in 
the world with ſome diſtinEtion. ' The 
virtues you have ſtudied, are very: little 
regarded by thoſe who don't poſſeſs them; 
and even thoſe who do love them, are 
not pleas'd when they are ſavage and au- 
ſtere. They muſt be adapted to the weak-. 
neſs and depravity of mankind, You 
are, ſays he, naturally' ſweet-temper'd 
and humane; what I myſelf have ſeen of 
you plainly proves you to be ſo; but then 
you poſlibly expreſs your integrity in too 
plain a manner. You have form'd a juſt 
idea of men, in ſuppoſing them in ge- 
neral wicked and deceitful ; but then you 
- ought to conceal this opinion in the molt 
retir*d receſſes of your heart, and uſe it only 
to regulate your actions by. He gave me 
an inſtance of this, from the manner in which 
I had deſired his friendſhip the night be- 
fore. You firſt, fays he, diſcover'd a 
certain fear and diſtruſt which were ſome- 
thing ſhocking; when flying immediately 
to its oppoſite, you gave yourſelf upwith- 
out reſerve, upon the bare — 


gave you of my ſincerity. There you 


double exceſs. The former might have 
diſguſted any perſon but me, and have 
occaſion'd ſuch an anſwer as would not 
have pleas*'d you. By the ſecond you ran 
the hazard of your life, by d $4 
too eaſily who you were. As I myſe 

have added ſome experience to my natu- 
ral ſincerity z I immediately ſaw into 
your ſoul, and therefore did not ſcruple 
to open myſelf to you with the utmoſt 
frecdom; eſpecially after I had heard the 
relation of yours and your mother's mis- 
fortunes. But what I did with diſcern- 
ment, was done by you in a raſh and im- 


friend tenderly, and thank'd him for his 
very ſeaſonable advice. How much more, 
lays I, ſhall I want, before I ſhall be 
fitted for the ſociety of mankind? And 
yet Mrs. Riding would have- me go to 
king Charles's — I then told him the 
diſcourſe ſhe had with me, and the 


at it. The truth was, that the love ſhe 


had for me, made her conſider my de- 


fects in too favourable a light. This ſne 
herſelf confeſs'd to the viſcount, when he, 


at my requeſt, diſcours d with her on that 
ſubject. 
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vas guilty at one and the ſame time of a 


prudent manner. I embrac'd my good 


pro- 
il ſhe made. He was very much ſurpriz'd: 


* 
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ſubject. And, indeed, I myſelf have of. 

ten wonder' d, in r my ſimpli- 
city, and I may ſay the ruſticity of my 
behaviour; that the gentlewoman above- ;; 
mention'd, who as polite and witty asiM ; 
ſhe was good natur*d, ſhould have poin-Ml ;: 
ted out to me a way of life, for which In 
was ſo unfit. Nor can I more eaſily com- 
Prehend, how it was poſſible for my mo- g 
ther, who had been brought up in courts, 0. 
and wanted none of thoſe qualities which 
render a woman amiable, fince ſhe had 
merited the love of a monarch ; ſhould 
have ſo far neglected ſo eſſential a pa 
of education; but the ſtrong paſſion ſh 
had for ſtudy, made her look with .indit- 
| ference upon every thing that was no 
relative to it. Probably ſhe had flatter'c 
herſelf, that time and opportunities would 
inſenſibly teach me what ſhe judg'd ut 
neceſſary for my infancy. All her care 
was to inſpire me with the moſt ſolid prin 
ciples of virtue, and the unalterable pre 
cepts of reaſon and wiſdom. The reade 
will find in the ſequel, that her pain: 


were not altogether thrown away; A cic 
leaſt if we may depend on the teſtimony, 
of a great king, who afterwards honour In 


me with the title of philoſopher, - 
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My lord Axminſter having thus, like 
z true friend, confirm'd me in the dif- 
fdence I had of my ſelf; I conjur'd him 
to continue his goodneſs, and to make all 
my errors ſubſervientto my inſtruction, by 
reproving me for them. I am greatly 
miſtaken, ſays I, if Iam not endued with 
virtuous principles; all I wanted was a 
good friend to direct them. As to my 
outward behaviour, this I can form from 
2 juſt pattern, I mean your's—. His lord- 
ſhip promiſed to comply with my de- 
ſires, I propos'd, in order that I might 
have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him always, 
to permit me to leave my grot, and 
arry my furniture into his; which he 
conſented to with joy. This was 
done that very afternoon, after James 
had brought me. my meal as uſual. 
The viſcount at my deſire took part of 
: frugal repaſt with me, and we after- 
wards waited for Mrs. Riding, who pro- 
mis'd to return to the cave. 

SHE came at midnight, which ſhe al- 
ways did in order to avoid the ſuſpi- 
cion of her ſervants. We then -ſet out 
towards my lady Axminſter's apartment. 
In the way, I renewed the diſcourſe I Hñad 
had with her the night before; and deſir d 
the viſcount to give us his thoughts 15 


7 
2 
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her propoſal, which he did freely. She. 
confeſt, that ſhe had not duly weigb'd d 
the reaſons which might prompt me not 
to go; and ſhe was aſtoniſh*d at my lord 
Arxminſter's goodneſs, who condeſcended 
to act the part of a preceptor with regard 

to me. This generous friend, who was 
reſolv'd to be uſeful to me in every re- 
ſpe, aſk'd her, whether ſhe cou'd pro- 
cure us a horſe, a pair of files, and ſeveral of 


: other polite inſtruments, whoſe uſes he = 
intended to teach me. She promis'd to M<* 
get them, and accordingly we had them MW" 
a few days after; fo that by this noble- @ 


man's generoſity, I was as well inſtructed, ; 
in the moſt dreary and dreadful ſolitude, . 
as I cou'd have been in cities by the moſt 
eminent maſters. | 

Wr got to my lady's chamber, who 
had been told that we were to viſit her, 
and had been alſo let into Mrs. Ridzng's 
character. Very little ceremony was 
made, for virtuous hearts ſoon put 
a reciprocal confidence in one another, fol 
which grows up inſtantly into Friendſhip. W'> 
My lady was indiſpoſed as uſual ; and as By, 
our converſation was tender and affection- " 
ate, *twas at the ſame time melancholy. P. 
*Twas impoſſible for my lord to be fo n 
calm and eaſy in his dear conſort's com- 

pry 


2 
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any as he ſometimes was out of it; nor 
cou'd we ſee him griev*d, without being 
:Ai&ed at it. He took Mrs. Riding aſide ; 
and, as he might eaſil ceive that ſhe 
vas a woman of good ſenſe and experience, 
he aſk*d her what ſhe thought of his wife's 
health. She told him ſincerely, that ſhe 
was afraid her weakneſs wou'd be fatal; 
and that tho? ſhe did not know the cauſe 
of her indiſpoſition, ſhe yet judg'd it 
mortal; but added, that a more commo- 
dious refidence, or at leaſt a more healthy 
ar, might make her a little better; and 
t the ſame time offer d my lord her 
houſe, and us'd the moſt preſſing in- 
ſtances. He did not ſeem. averſe to the 
propoſal; as *twould be no difficult mat- 
ter to carry her ladyfſhip thither in a 
coach, and pretend ſhe was a friend of 
Mrs. Riding's, who was come from Londom 
The only difficulty was to get the af- 
ficted lady's conſent, who was ſo vaſtly 
fond of her huſband, that ſhe did not 
— to have him a moment out of her 

Tas the viſcount knew very well, and 
te even was afraid of making her ſuch 


a propoſal, leaſt it ſhould give her ſome 
uneaſineſs. However, he did do it; but 
lien, what dread was he under leſt it 

N 1 ſhould 
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ſhould * her pain! She at firſt an. fl i 
ſwer'd no otherwiſe. than by a 8000 in 
of tears, with which ſhe bedew'd his WY in; 
hand, that was claſpt in her's. One be 
would have thought that her, grief could il co 
not vent itſelf any other way; but at fi 
laſt ſhe broke out into the moſt tender d 

complaints. Alas! ſays ſhe, you have te 
a deſign againſt my life, and I find you N ve 

are weary of me. Heayen, ſays ſhe, is e. 
going to call me to himſelf; why are nc 
you weary ? But a few, moments longer oe 
and you'll be rid of me for ever. Wem 
cou'd not forbear weeping to ſee her m 
faſt- flowing tears; and my lord, who v: 
was as much affected as ſhe, and all ofM;:; 
us together, was fix'd like a ſtatue to ſee ſur 
and hear her. Mrs. Riding, who was the 10 
innocent cauſe of 4 271 55 and 2 por 

lexity, er ip's : pardon i cre 
py - 400 ee her to gen be the BY 
warmth ſhe had ſhown to the ſincere de- 
ſire of ſerving her. 
Tris viſit was nevertheleſs 3, more 
than one advantage. Firſt, it was a 
freſh remedy to the viſcount's melan- 
choly, by Mrs. Riding's agreable conyer- 
fation ; and gave his lady an opportunity 
of getting ſeveral aſſiſtances, ſhe. could 
not ſo cafily procure before, Mrs. Rid: 
ing 
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an- N ig ſeldom let a night paſs without viſit- 
od WM ing them in the ſame manner, or ſend- 
his ing chem whatever ſhe thought might 
Ine Ml beſt contribute to their health and 
uld Ml confolation. As for my ſelf, whoſe 
at friendſhip for my lord: Axminſter increag?d 
der I daily, I alſo receiv'd continually freſh 
ave Wl tcftimonies of his goodneſs, ſo that we 
you Wl vere inſeparable. He was as aſſiduous as 
„is ever in inſtructing me; ſo that in a few 
are months I made a greater progreſs than 


ger gentlemen commonly make in a year. 1 
We ny ſelf perceived a ſenſible difference in 
her WM my air and carriage; and though ſtudy 
who WM was always my darling employment, 


nevertheleſs laid aſide my books with plea- 
ſure to go to my new exerciſes. I learn'd 


the to ride, and to fight with different wea- 
per- pons; I acquir'd a graceful. preſence 3 
don WM grew polite and obliging ; and I found 
the duly, that the moſt ſolid ſciences, and even 
de: iirtue itſelf, require ſome embelliſhment, 
£ when they are not heightned by a certain 
nore ¶ grace, and an air of politeneſs which only 
as ag mke them amiable and engaging. _ 
lan- A New revolution which happen'd in 
wer- ny mind, contributed very much to the 
nit) ſucceſs of my illuſtrious preceptor. This 
ould M's a circumſtance of my life I muſt ex- 
g's plain with the utmoſt care; becauſe, how 


Vol. I. H trifling 
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trifling ſoever it may have been original. 
1s it yet afterwards gave riſe to events o 
o conſiderable a nature, that they com 
poſe the moſt affecting part of my ſtory. 
+ 1i1v*p in fo familiar a manner wi 
my lord Axminſter and his lady, that | 
did not ſo much conſider my ſelf a ftra 
ger as their ſon. The days paſt, eith 
in receiving my lord's inſtructions; ir 
diverting my lady with ſome good book 
or in giving her amiable daughter ſuc 
a tincture of the ſciences as was fuitabl 
to her ſex and tender age. Her nam 
was Frances; my lord uſed to call he 
his little Fanny. This young lady had 
ſurprizing love for knowledge. She w. 
but ten you of age; but nothing open 


the mind ſo much as adverſity. Her pe bre 
netration was ſo great, that ſhe at ono felt 
enter'd into the ſenſe of my inſtructiom ide 
and the ſubjects ſhe read; and committeſ blii 
nothing to memory, till after ſhe had di ed, 
gelted it by the moſt ſerious reflection del 
and wou'd have refus'd to be inftrut kn; 
in any thing ſhe did not underſtand. Dl to 
this means, as all her ideas were clear In 
well connected; ſhe thereby attain'd a jul her 
turn of thinking, and a ſurpriſing facili and 
of expreſſion. As I admired her naturlt « 
_ + talents, fo I did my utmoſt 1 ing 
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em. Nature had made her of a moſt 


amiable temper, and ſurpriſingly grateful z 


and therefore ſhe ſet the higheſt | value 


on the care I took of her inſtruction. 


Sheexpreſs'd her gratitude every moment, 


by her innocent careſſes, and her kind and 


tender thanks. I uſed to give her ſeve- 


al leſſons a day; and tho' a girl of ten 
years of age, is, as it were, longer a 


child ; Iuſed to fondle her, not thinking 


it would be attended with any conſe- 


quences. I wou'd frequently fit her on 


my knee; embrace her with the moſt un- 
apprehenſive and ingenuous innocence; 
and this I did for a conſiderable: time, 
without once confidering what I was a- 
bout. But in the mean time, a ſecret 
fre was highted up in my veins; a fire I 
felt before I knew the nature of it. The firſt 
idea J had of it, was from a kind of trem- 
bling which ſeiz d me whenever ſhe appear 
ed, and which was afterwards chang d to a 
delightful ſenſation, when I ſet her upon ni 
knee, I cou'd not reſolve with m ſelf 
to leave her when ſhe was thus ſitting 
n this tender poſture. I ufed to bring 
her near my heart, naturally as it were, 
and without: reflection; when methoughts 
t open'd itſelf to receive the charm- 
” H 2 always 


clos'd moutnfully 
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always when ſhe went away. Whenever! 
uſed to make her read any thing before 
me, I inſenſibly loſt the attention I uſed 
to give to books. I was loſt in thought, out 
of which I wou'd recover, and not know 
what I was reflecting on. I uſed to catch 
my ſelf, as it were, with my eyes gazing 
languiſhingly upon her, when I wou'd 
immediately caſt *em..on the ground in a 
kind of confuſion; and I afterwards uſe 
to aſk myſelf with a ſort of aſtoniſhment, 
what cou*d have occaſion'd it. . A little 
after, I cou'd not ſtir a ſtep out of the 
cave, but her lov*d image was ever pre 
ſent to my immagination. I uſed to ſee 
her in my dreams; was full of her 
when I waked, and burnt with impa 
tience to return to her; and then I liſ 

. ten'd attentively to every thing ſhe ſaid 
Her voice would excite the fame emotio 
in me, and every thing ſhe touch'd ſeem's 
to have acquired a new quality. In a worc 
love has not one ſymptom, but it ap 
pear'd in me, before I diſcover*d that 
was really the prey of that violent D 
ſtemper. Twas not but I had read, a 
well as heard, that there was a paſſio 
which went by that name; that it w. 
dangeraus; and that a perſon is often al 
tack'd by it without having foreſeeen 1 


o 
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or being able to guard againſt it; but as 
ſenſations are not repreſented by ideas, 
experience was neceſſary to me before I 
cou'd know them. This I acquir' di at a 
ime when nothing could interfere more 
with my intereſt and repoſe. 43 

I pon*T pretend to make a merit of 
my ſtruggles and the ſtrong reſiſtance I 
made z but will confeſs naturally, that if 
love is a blemiſnh to wiſdom, I have un- 
deſervedly had the title of philoſopher 
beſtow'd upon me, and been reputed vir- 
tous. - That paſſion got poſſeſſion of my 
heart by a kind of ſurprize, but I was 
not at all terrified at it. I was perſuad- 
ed according to the principles of my mo- 
er's philoſophy, that when the ſimple 
emotions of nature are uncorrupted by 
ricious habits, they can in no manner be 
criminal 3 and need not be repreſs'd, but 
only regulated by reaſon. So far there- 
fore from reproaching my ſelf with 
reakneſs, or being aſham'd at my de- 
feat; I confeſs I fancied my ſelf happy 
n the change I felt. The reader need on- 
ly confider the way in which I had been 
brought up. My whole life had been 
ſpent in folitude, and my, heart had been 
b inſenſible to emotions, that I ſcarce 
xreciy*d 1 had any. Study has fiycets, 

1 2 H ; but 


to rl 

but then they are of a melancholy ang ha 
uniform caſt. I had even rafted the Ml tt 
tenderneſſes of nature imperfectly, for my Ml . 
mother was philoſophical even in her t 
careſſes and affection. I cou'd rank my MW th 
ſelf among the number of thoſe unhappy At 


children, whoſe parents had never afford- ¶ th. 
ed them one ſmile. Nothing therefore Ml 
cou'd equal the thirſt with which my fn. 
heart imbib'd the firſt ſenſations of love. Ml © 
O God! ſays I, after ſome reflection Ml I. 
which reveal'd to me the true ſtate af W 
my ſoul, I know not what lot thou in- in 
tendeſt me; but what I now feel cannot Wl © 
either be the effect of thy hatred, or an in 
evil augury ; *tis happineſs itſelf which *. 
ſeems to diffuſe itſelf on a ſudden over my Wl N 
heart, How could I then be ignorant till ſo 
now, that I was ſuſceptible of ſo much N 
felicity 3 and wherefore do mankind ex- A 
claim ſo much againſt nature? However, be 
fays I to my ſelf, let me behave prudent - di 
1y in my paſſion. Love is vaſtly deligbt- I fe. 
ful; I have the ſtrongeſt proofs of it; 4 
tis an innocent paſſion, at leaſt *tis ſo in he 
me, who never ſought to give it birth; 0 
and have hitherto led ſo virtuous a life, Ih 
that there is nothing in my heart which h 
flowed from a bad principle, But we a 


ate told that tis a dangerous paſſion, 14 


* o 
2 
— 

* 
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has need of being reſtrain*d continually z 
that in caſe it is not curb'd after this 
manner, it lulls virtue to ſleep inſenſibly, 
at the ſame time that there ſeems to be 
the utmoſt harmony between them ; and 
at laſt betrays and ruins her. Let me 
therefore not abandon my ſelf to it but 
with the utmoſt precaution. The firſt 
ſhall be, to govern it always with the 
ſtricteſt care, ſince tis ſo neceſſary. 
This, ſays I, will be very eaſy ; for of 
what advantage would my mother's ſtudy 
and inſtruction be to me, if they did not 
enable me to have ſome command over 
my ſelf? I ſhall inceſſantly find weapons 
wherewith to combat loye, in my books, 
my reflections, and the rectitude of my 
ſoul. Study, if poſſible, ſhall make me 
wiſe, and love ſhall make me happy. 
Another caution I ſhall obſerve, which 
poſſibly may alone ſecure me from. all 
diſtruſts, is to make an ingenuous con- 
feſſion of the ſtate of my heart to lord 
Axminſter. He is fond of his daughter, 
he loves me; he is experienc'd both in 


the world and in love; his counſels ſhall i 


ſhape my conduct and the impulſes of my 


heart, 


Sven were my firſt reſolves, --- I re- 
volv'd 'em again in 
H 4 


my mind after I had 
| form'd 


intended to addreſs my amiable Fanny, 
abandoned me when I was come up to 
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form'd them, and they appear'd to me 
prudent and virtuous ; atleaſt I was ſure 
they were ſincere, After this, I no lon- 
ger dreaded my paſſton, and: thereupon 
ran to my lady's chamber, in order to 
feaſt my eyes with the ſight of the object 
J ador'd. . I fancied, that after this exa- 
mination of my thoughts, F ſhou*d not 
be in ſuch 8 upon her account, 
but ſhould fondle her with greater li- 
berty than ever. I came in — But tho 
I now began to know by experience what 
a ſenſation of love was, I yet was igno- 
rant of the odd effects of that paſſion. 
The open and familiar air with which J 


her, and that ſhe darted her eyes upon 
me. I trembled and continued dumb; 
and was unable to get the better of the 
fear which now ſeiz d me. I intended to 
fondle her as uſual, but I was not bold 
enough to do it, and my arms refus'd to 
obey me. She eiv*d by my eyes that 
1 — in . Do ly afcrib 
ing it to ſome uneaſineſs upon my ſpirits, 
he herſelf came to divert me by her ca. 
reſſes; but the moment her hand touch'd 
mine, my cheeks were inſtantly fluſh'd 
'with an unuſual red, as tho? it hai ow 
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the involuntary effect of ſhame. I then 
diſengag'd my ſelf from her with monte 
reſpect and reſerve than ſhe had hitherto 
fund in me, and this made her - aſk 
me the cauſe of that apparent coldneſs, 
ich ſhe indeed took for melancholy ; 
but when ſhe ſaw me as much embaraſs d 
n my anſwer; as in my geſtures; it ſur: 
pri d her very muell. 14 

GREATLY aſtoniſh'd at what had hen 
uppen'd to me, I reſolv'd to go à little 
ifter, and walk alone at the mouth of 
the cave, in order to enquire inta my 
own mind, and the reaſon of ſo great a 
ſerolution within me. Am I, ſays; I-46 


he paſſion I thought ſo ardent and tender, 
ind whence I thought to taſte ſo many 
weets? So far, ſays I, from laving Fan- 
y, I certainly hate her; for nothing hut 
utred could occaſion, thoſe conſtraints, 
nd the emotion I felt in her preſence. 
Im of a quite different nature from: o- 
ther men; I'm a monſter, a8 E thought 
ny ſelf- formerly; for tis not natural 
for a man thus to change his Joye inſtant- 
into hatred. Iithen began co gegolr 
lect the; idea I formerly had f my wp 
character, andT complained! much more 
of nature than of fortung 3 but; after all 

t ä my 
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my complaints, I did not yet find that 
had leſs inclination to go to miſs Fan- 
ny; ſo far from it, that my heart flew 
towards her; it accus'd me for havi 
left her ſo abruptly, and diſcoveri iy: 
little gratitude for the obliging uneaſi- 
neſs ſhe ſeem'd to be under for fear J 
ſhould be ſick. I refolv'd ſuddenly to 
return to her chamber, to throw myſel 
at her feet, and kiſs them ten thouſand 
times. I ran, without giving myſelf time 
to examine theſe new ſenſations, or aſk 
ing myſelf why I was rather for throw 
ing myſelf at her feet, than embracing 
her as -uſual ; but ſpying the viſcount 
who was come from taking the air a lit 
tle out of the cave, and returning into 
it, I was oblig*d to go to him. 
Txr1s meeting with him did not give 
me any uneaſineſs, tho* it prevented me 
from following the dictates of my heart 
The moment I faw him, I reſolv'd te 
reveal to him the ſtate of my heart a 


1 had before propos d. I walk'd up Kh 
arid defir'd him to take a turn with meg 
which he conſented _ But as I or 5 
0 0 m ; ps, m voice | 
2 en e lden, abi found my 4 
ſelf almoſt as unable to ſpeak, as whel hea 
I was with my charming miſs Fanny. My 
Ti lor 
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t 1 ord, fancying by my air that I had 
an. ¶ ſomething to communicate to him, look'd 
Jew won me ſtedfaſtly, as tho? my ſilence 
OP tad ſurpriz d him. * Twas impoſſible for 
108 ne to forbear bluſhing ; and not havi 
boldneſs enough to ſpeak, I breath* 
ome involuntary fighs which betray'd 
ny uneaſineſs. His lordſhip aſk'd me 
haſtily what ail'd me Nothing, lays 
|, with a melancholly tone. He urg d 
ne to explain myſelf farther, but to no- 
zurpoſe. I then aflum'd a more chear- 
ful air, but *twas purely to make him 
believe, that I intended to talk only of 
ndifferent matters. He return'd into the 
ave, and I ftaid a moment without, in 
oder to queſtion myſelf on this inci- 
lent, the cauſe of which I knew not, 
wr did I even know what name to di- 
tinguiſh it by. Was ever any thing ſo 
naccountable, ſays 1? Wherefore did na- 

ne give me a tongue but to expreſs 
vyſelf? Who hindred me to open my 
bouth ? Did I not beg my lord to ſtop, 
urpoſely to mention my love to him? 
it laſt, by examining all the receſſes of 
ty heart, methoughts I diſcover*'d that 
was baſhfulneſs had kept me from 
raking; and this circumſtance gave me 
bme light into the emotions IL. had = 
when. 


which made the difference between us 
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wnen in miſs Fannys preſence. Let me, 
ſays I, now have recourſe to my maxim: 
If all the ſenſations J naturally feel are 
reaſonable and virtuous, this too muſt 
ariſe from a juſt cauſe which I. muſt en- 
deavour to find out. I made a thouſand re- 
flections in ſearching for this cauſe; and my 
mind, at the fame time that ĩt boaſted the 
utmoſt ſimplicity, did not, if I may be 
allow'd to ſay it, want penetration. I at 
latt diſcover'd, that the modeſty which 
 ſeiz'd me when I attempted to explain 
myſelf to lord Axminſter, was not on- 
ly juſt; but the effect, tho? in a dark and 
confus'd manner, of a principle of rea- 
fon and equity, which J ought to have 
follow'd alfo, had I before conſider'd it 
more attentively. In a word, I. was 
ſtruck at the great diſproportion there 
was between the viſcount's fortune and 
mine. He was, by his birth and rank 
infmitely ſuperiour to me. I ſhould not 
have been his equal, had my mother 
been lawfully married to Oliver; muc 
leſs was I ſo, as ſhe was but his m 
ſtreſs. Tis true, indeed, that we were 
aſſociates in ill fortune; but the point 


S 
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was attach'd to our perſons. *Twas m 
groſs credulity had impos'd upon 15 
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me, by 3 only conſider his good- 
xim: neſs and friendſhip, and not reflect on 
| are the inequality. of our: conditions. To 
muſt the fame cauſe I afcrib*d my baſhfulneſs 
t en- MI with regard to his daughter, that is; to a 
d re- ſecret and natural awe which an exalted 


amy birth claims 3 and which I could not for- 
the bear ſhewing at the inſtant I was going 
7 be to offend. againſt it, by Weh N 
lat fon to her in an abrupt and groſs man- 
hich ner. I poſſibly. was miſtaken with re- 
lain gard to her, or at leaſt I aſcrib'd my fi- 
on- lence to part of the cauſe only, when I 
and imputed it merely to the awe which the 


greatneſs of her birth had infpir*d 5 for 
there's no doubt but tenderneſs had a 
very great ſhare in it. But tho?” I was 
thez able to argue juſtly on order and 
rafſk, I was ſo great a novice in love mat- 
ters, as not to know that a real paſſion 
inſpires a greater awe: for a belov'd ſhep- 
herdeſs, than nobleneſs: of blood for the 
moſt auguſt princeſs in the worldGꝓ. 
Tuls diſcovery occaſion'd a great 
change in my former notions. It firſt 
made me doubt whether the paſſion I then 
felt was not repugnant to order, and on- 
ſequently to virtue. Fixt. as E was in 
principles, I ſhould infallibly have at- 
tempted to get the better nn 


had I believ'd it would have been impoſſi- 
ble for me to indulge it without: guilt, 


But after a mature examination, I thought 


that as the rights and privileges of na- 
ture were ſuperiour to all others, they 
conſequently ought to triumph over them 
all; that love is one of the moſt ſacred, 
ſince it is, as it were, the ſoul of every 
thing that exiſts; and therefore, all that 


reaſon, or that order which mankind 


have eſtabliſhed among themſelves could 
do on this occaſion, was to forbid cer- 
tain effects of it, but not condemn the 
principles on which it was grounded. On 


| theſe foundations, I reſoly d not to op- 


poſe my inclinations for miſs Fanny, but 
to make my paſſion ſubſervient to m 
happineſs; and at the ſame time nge 
the ſtrongeſt vow to heaven, never 
act in any manner that was repugnant to 
order, or could make me criminal. I 
reſolv'd to adhere ſtedfaſtly to theſe re- 
ſolutions. I was too unſkilPd in the na- 


ture of the heart, to foreſee the ſtrug- 


gles which my conſtancy in obſerving 
them would one day coſt me; but my 

bare knowing my duty, was ſufficient to 
determine me to follow it immediately. 


Tus firſt effect of my reſolves, Was, 


to make me more reſerv d and circum» 
B ſpect 
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ſpect in my behaviour, both towards my 
lord Axminſter and his amiable: daughter. 
According to the plan I had laid down, 
his lordſhip could never diſcover I had 
the leaſt tenderneſs for her; and I was 
not to reveal them to the dear creature 
herſelf any otherwiſe, than by my affi- | 
duity and ſervices ; ſervices poſſibly more 
zealous than thoſe: which are offer d by 
an indifferent heart; bur at the ſame time 
more diſguis*d than thoſe of a lover who 
has room to indulge his hopes. I con- 
demn'd my tongue to an everlaſting ſi- 
lence ; and what I had felt within me, 
made me believe it would be no difficult 
aſk for me to bridle it. Frreturn'd to 
the cave after having fortified myſelf by 
theſe reaſons, and immediately began the 
rigorous practice. I approach'd miſs 
Fanny with leſs confuſion than I had 
done an hour before, but with a' more 
compos'd and ſerious air. I was no 
longer ſo exceedingly familiar with her, 
10 that my careſſes ſeem'd to have chang' d 
their nature no leſs than my thoughts, 
and that I could no longer look upon 
them as innocent. I grew more defirous 
of inſtructing her, but my aſſiduity in 
that affair could not betray the cauſe of 
it, becauſe it was natural for my lord to 

yy conſider 
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conſider it as an effect of my grati. 
tude for the favours he had indulg'd me. 
However, as he had a great penetration, 
and that I on the other ſide was not cun- 
ning enough to aſſume that eaſy air, 
without which 'tis impoſſible to act a 
borrow'd part long; the conſtraint I was 
under plainly ſhew'd, that It harbour'd 
ſomething more than ordinary in my 
ſoul; He was urgent with me to reveal 
my thoughts to him; he preſs'd me in 
ſo tender a manner, that he had like to 
have forc'd my ſecret from me more than 
once. However, I had fo much ſtrength 
of mind as to reſiſt his ſolicitations, I 
obſery'd the ſame conduct for almoſt a 
year together. I faw my dear Fanny 
continually ; I admir'd her charms, and 
devoted myſelf to the pleaſure of loving 
her in ſecret; and the only mark I gave 
her of my love, was, to diſcontinue thoſe 
_ . friendſhip prompted me to be- 
nr VEQ1055 29; 04-39! 
Bur now the death of my lady ye- 
rified Mrs. Riding's prediction. Heaven 
indulg' d. her. a favour in ending her ſut- 
ferings; nor was it a. leſs one to the viſ- 
count: for the perperual anguiſh! of a 
woman that was ſo; dear to him, made 
life a burthen to him; and indeed; he 
. | hardly 


ern 
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hardly had a moment's eaſe. Never- 
cheleſs, he was as much afflicted for her 
oſs, as if all his happineſs had fled away 
with her; inſomuch that he was a long 
time inconſolable ; till at laſt, by the 


good offices of Mrs. Riding, miſs Fanny, 


ind my conſtant care to- divert him, we 


inſenſibly ſooth'd the agonies of his ſoul, | 


and made him conſent to live. Mrs. Ri- 
ding, in order to his entire recovery, 
begg'd him to leave that gloomy habi- 
tation, where he ſpent ſo many melan- 
cholly days. She did not adviſe him to 


return to London, or to think of ſtaying 


in England; for as Oliver had not᷑ ſtifled 


Windſor Foreſt, was purely for his la- 
dy's ſake,” who was not in a condition to 
follow him; Mrs. Riding preſt him to 
leave a place, which was as unſuixable to 
his mind as fortune. I ſhall, ſays chat 


worthy friend, thereby loſe what I hold 


moſt dear; but ſince tis for your's and 
Mr. Cleveland's advantage, I muſt ſub- 
mit. J muſt give your lordſnip the ſame 


advice I did to Mr. Cleveland about a 


year ago, that is, to go for France, where 
tis aſſur' d king Charles is at preſent. 
231 x His 


his reſentment, the viſcount was in as 
much danger as ever. That he ſtay'd in 
England, after his attacking Oliver in 
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His majeſty will be very much pleas'd with 
two ſuch illuſtrious ſervants, and you will 
meet at leaſt with an agreeable aſylum. 
My lord Axminſter did not much reliſh 
this propoſal at firſt; for the averſion he 
had to life made him with to end it in 
the gloomy ſolitude, where the remains 
of his dear conſort were depoſited. As 
for myſelf, whoſe utmoſt deſire was to 
enjoy my lord and his daughter's com- 
pany, I did not value whither I went, ſo 
twas to follow thoſe two perſons who 
were ſo dear to me. I left his lordſhip 
to diſcourſe upon this affair with Mrs. R- 
ding, wha, at laſt, won him over to her 
ſentiments; but then, by an unexpected 
return, he preſt her to leave England 
with us. - He repreſented to her, that 
as the abhorr'd Oliver and his tyranny 
ſo much, our unhappy country ought to 
be as indifferent to her, as it was to us. 
Go, ſays he, into France, and there wat 
till ſuch' time as heaven ſhall. indulge our 
countrymen, a more juſt, and thereby 
a a more happy government. Whatever 
fortune we meet with in that kindom, 
you ſhall divide it with us. You ſhall 

a mother to my daughter, and I ſhall 
always have the deepeſt ſenſe of the in- 

eſtimable benefits my unhappy family ha 

11 receiv 
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eceiv'd from indulgence. J join'd 
vith his lordſhip n his ſo citation 2 ; 
after berg maturely het in matters e 
ſome r 6 ICCONTPAany _ 
We now 

and Mrs. 2 2 
for us in the N —4 that mould ſail for 
France, One happen'd to lie at . 
about two miles, from Exeter. e ap- 
* James's prudence in going direct- 

to that A port, as we {ſhould 

LE be the better ſecur'd againſt the 
ſearch " Oliver's emiſſaries. My lord 
Arminſter and Mrs. Riding | ſent their 
jewels, Ce. on board; and all things 
vere ſo happily diſpos d, that we were 
ready to fet out a few da ys after, when we 
got on board without 4 leaſt obſtacle. 
Thus was our reſolution put in execution 
almoſt as ſoon as it had been N 
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Was with ſome regret that 
er we abandon'd our dear cave; 
Dn 45 the manſion, indeed, of our 
ſorrows; but at the ſame time 
the aſylum of our misfortunes, and where 


we had liv'd in ſo much ſecurity. The 
viſcount 


t 
7 


Mr. CLEVELAND, 
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yicount and I left two monuments in it; 


the remembrance of which wollld be as 


aſting as our lives; for he had buried 
his lady there, and I my mother. We 
did not leave this deſert place without 
bedewing their graves with our tears; 
and recommending to the guardian an- 
gels, who had protected us ſo long in it, 
to watch over their remains, and keep 
them from being profan'd by the im- 
ious. 

s I  aGain repeat it, notwithſtanding the 
deep ſenſe J had of the viſcount's favours, 
which determin'd me abſolutely to follow 
him whitherſoever he ſhowd go; and 
notwithſtanding the violent paſſion 1 had 
for his daughter, which made the attend- 
ing upon her ſo delightful, I yet could 
not bear up againſt the deep anguiſn 


Hole. I might natural 


which ſeiz d me the we” we le Rumney- 
- a 


have ſuppoſed 


this to reſult from the 1mpreſſion which 


the thoughts of the new courſe of life J 
was going to lead had made upon me; 
but by examining more narrowly into the 
diſpoſition of my mind, methoughts there 
ſeem'd to be ſomething in this of a more 
ſerious turn than a mere chimera of my 
imagination. *T was not a ſuperficial 
_— wh ich, in an inſtant, ariſes — 

es 


} 
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dies away. 1 was oppreſt with grief, 
and look*d, with a 7 figh, on the calm 
abode I was going to quit, like a- mari. 
ner who is oblig'd to leave the harbour 
in tempeſtuous weather, and therefore 
caſts a wiſhful eye towards the ſhore, be- 
fore he turns himſelf to the wide-extended 
ocean, where perhaps he is to ſuffer ſhip- 
wreck. My life had begun too unhap- 
-pily, for me to hope that fortune would 
ever indulge me her ſmiles. My mo- 
ther's example, and that of the viſcount, 
which was. ſtill before my eyes, augur'd 
too fatally of my fate. In general, | 
had a thouſand rimes more n to fear 
miſchance, than to hope any good. Whe- 
ther am I going? In what view? = 
what hope? Such were the quetiony 


was continually aſking myſelf the 
ſet out, and could not give mold an 


ſatisfactory anfwer. I 8 umi, 
on my lord Axminſter's aſſiſtance, but 
then, were his hopes better grounded than 
mine? The reader may gueſs that thoſe re- 
flections were not rg yung Is ; 
they were the reſult of the ſoli of 
mind I had receiv d from nature; and 
which made me at leaſt argue on poſh 
bility, in thoſe things which I did not 
. know ne becauſe I had never 
2 convers d 
7 
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tis you, O heaven, ſays I, after making 
theſe reflections, who thus makeſt me 
preſage the troubles with which I am 
chreatned ; enforce, at leaſt, thy dictates 
with thy ſuccour; and do not expoſe me 


to evils which exceed the little ſtrength 


reaſon and integrity are thy gift, and I 
hope to give thee a faithful account of 
mo- them. If I have need of any thing far- 
nt, ther, I muſt owe it to thee; and *tis 
d thee whom I implore to beſtow it. 


„ I 1 was wholly fix'd in this meditation 


fear Ml all the way I went to Top/ham. A mo- 


he- MW ment after our arrival we went on board 


On] and fer fail. The veffel on which we 
i <mbark*'d belong'd to the city of Nantz, 
well and was to put in at Bret, where we 
one Ml intended to land. The wind contimied 
ny fair for a good part of the day, when it 


but chopp'd about on a ſudden, and blew ſo 


han hard, that the ſailors were afraid of a 
re- dreadful ſtorm. Such was the firſt favour 
ce; which fortune referv'd 'for me. As the 
of captain appear'd to be 4 civil man, 


nd WM we did not ſcruple to acquaint him with 


li- my lord Axminfer's quality; and his lord- 


not ſhip receiy*d a thouſand teſtimonies of 


ver reſpect and kindneſs upon that * 
x ; 4 to 


conver?'d with my fellow creatures. If 


thou haſt endued me with. I know that 
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ſo that. when he perceiy d 10 were in 
ſome danger, he came and defir'd_ my 
lord and his company, to go to the ſafeſt 
bart of the ſhip, where he himſelf plac'd 
| We continu'd in it about two hours, 
The dreadful noiſe of the waves, and 
the toſſing of the ſhip, gave us reaſon 
to believe that we were in the- greateſt 
| Ginger. But the paſſion of love pre- 
vail'd in me over that of fear; for the 
only uneaſineſs I felt was left ſome diſ- 
aſter ſhould happen to miſs Fanny, who 
was half dead with fright, nor was. Mrs. 
Riding under leſs terrors. My lord en- 
deavour'd to encourage them W his ex- 
hortations 3 and as for my own. part, I was 
revolving the danger in my mind, and 
conſidering how I might beſt aſſiſt the 
object of my affections. As I was view. 
ing the cabbin we were in, I perceiy'd 
e rope, which immediately recal- 


Jet to my mind a ſtor) 1 had 125 of 


a man who had ſav'd his wife's life. by 
ſuch an inſtrument, when they were go- 
ing to be ſhipwreck'd.. I 8 it up 
careleſly, and put it into my pocket, 
when the captain came in a moment at- 
ter, and told the viſcount, with dread in 
his countenance, that we were all loſt; 
that it would be impoſſible for the Jap 
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to bear up ten minutes longer againſt the 


= orm, and therefore that we muſt either 
felt Ml prepare to die, or think of defending out 
d {ves by ſome brave. reſolution. Mrs. Ri- 


have but one word more to fay to 
jou; one of my boats (and I Tre on 
another) are at yours and your family's 
di. WM with you; 


Ars a moment. Immediately the viſcount or- 


en- «rd his inan and James to take up 


ex- Mrs. Riding, who was very heavy, in 
was I their arms, and put her in the 8 

and I and he himſelf was for taking up his 
the daughter, but I had got her in my arms. 
ew- For God's ſake, fays I, let me pe- 
yd MM rib. To, I do but ſave her. He endea- 
cal- your” ly, but to no purpoſe, to take her 
off from me, when I flew upon deck, and 
by ure nothing was ever lighter in my hands. 
go- Tho the ſhip toſs' d with ſo much vio- 
ret, te boat, My lord came in a n 
af- after, y Y ety we were eleven in compa- 
| in Moy, iz. che lieutenant, two ſailors, our 
5ſt; Wl own fervants, and two women who at- 
hip ended upon miſs Fauny and Mrs. Riding. 
_ e impetuous waves drove us in a mo- 
Vor. - on ment 


ing and miſs Fanny fainted away at 
hearing this; when, ſays the F kd 


ſervice. My lieutenant ſhall go in her 
the 3 is already let down Into, 
zho Wl the ſea, ſo make haſte and don't loſe 


„ r 
SY 
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ment at a confiderable diſtance ffot tlie 


gent at? | 
ſhip. We had no other fight than whit Ml 
of a candle whi-h was pur in 4 Broken ill 5 
lanthotn. The wind rag' d with the ot n 
moſt fury, {6 that we were cover d every b 
moment with che waves, which flew at a Hp 
prodigious height above our heads, and Ml ir 
then came tumbling upon us. I would M 7 
not tet miſs Fauuy go out of my arms, in 


notwithſtanding all my lord could do, a 
but claſp'd her, as a tender mother does he 
her beſt beloved babe. I now regarded MW fo 
neither reſpect or decorum, and could, li- Wl ne 
ſten only to love. She was not yet re- Mun 
cover'd from her ſwoon'; or in caſe the I v. 
revived a moment, ſhe immediately faint- MW fo1 
ed away again, at che thoughts of the I (er 
danger ſhe was in: As the ſtorm did WW bo 
not ſeem to abate, I reſolv*d to employ W Iiir. 
the rope I had got, to the uſe I had in- Wit 
rended it; and heaven, ſure, inſpir d me I ite 
with that thought, for otherwiſe my ami. ¶ to 
able Fanny and myſelf had been loft.” 1 coc 
tied her faſt about the body with one Waln 
end of the rope; put it round my own; N vit 
and then faſtned the other end to the I ea 
boat; ſo that between the end of the W wa 
rope which was fix d to the boat, and I Kii 
that part which held me faſt, there was 
about the length of five or ſix foot z and 
about as much between my dear Fanny 


12 
8 


'E 
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ind I. The reader will caffly imagine 


why I d the rope in this manner. 
en Garet had tied my knots, and made 
bt. dem very tight, when a dreadful wave, 
ry ty giving a violent ſhock to the boar, 
ta put ont our candle. Mrs. Riding's wait-- 
nd Wl ing-maid flew towards me, in the utmoſt 
ald fight, when the toffing of the boat puſh- 
ns, ing her forward, ſhe fell into the ſa, 
lo, and drew poor miſs Fanny and I after 
bes her. We fell in fo ſuddenly, and 'twas 


ſo pitchy dark, chat our companions did 
not miſs us immediately, ſo that we took 


re- in large draughts of the ſalt water. The 
ſhe vaiting- woman went to the bottom. As 
t- for myſelf, I for ſome time loſt my 
the Wl ſenſes ; but the continual toſſing of the 
did WW boat, to which I was tied faſt, and its 
loy jrking me ſometimes above the water, 


at yer vas 15 made it go fa- 


me ter; theſe, 1 9777 me at laſt 
mi. W to myſelf. I lh 155 pen my eyes, but 
I could not ſee any gung; and Tar is 
one WW almoſt incredible, 1 found, that not 
mm; vithſtanding I was dragg'd into the 
the I ſea ; notwithſtanding the violence of the 
the WW waves and the Joſs © my ſenſes, I yet 
and til held my dear, dear Fanny, claſp'd 
was in my Ang which I yer could ſcarce 


and ne; and could not be perſuaded, of 
nn) till ſeveral +; nas? proved 
2 it 
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it to be ſo. I now collected all my 
ſtrength of body and mind, in order to 
reſiſt the waves, whoſe impetuoſity in- 
creas'd. Sometimes I found myſelf upon 
the ſurface of the water, and ſuſpended, 
as it were, by the rope, between the boat 


and the ſea z then I had an opportunity of Ml © 
taking breath, and would raiſe miſs Fun- 
ny up, as well as I could, in order that 
ſhe might ſhare the bleſſing with me. - 


The next moment, I was buried as it 
were under a mountain of waves, Which! 
roll'd over me; and I was. fore d, vot- 
withſtanding all my ſtruggle, | ro. drink . 
large quantities of the brine. I edel:, 
vour'd to call aloud, in order that thoſe | : 
in the boat might hear me; but the 1 
waves made ſo prodigious a noiſe, that a 1 
thunderclap would hardly have been heard. .* 
, .q 4 REF ID: hn F114 . EFF th 
It would have been impoſſible for me to 
have reſiſted, or the rope not to break, Fr 
had the ſtorm, contin 8 violent ſomeff ® 
time longer; but the wind Fell about day 
break, and the waves grew ſtill inſeyſb!y. 
Wr were abſolutely given oyer fo 
loſt. My, lord Axminſter, was inconſola 
ble to think his daughter wasdrown'd.z an 


fo far from rejoicing. thar the, danger wad f. 
fer, be begg'd heaven to bury aan nll ww 
a watry grave alſo. As the light 2 ,, 
creas*'d, he threw his eyes all over & 5 


4 4. 8 1 
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{:a, in the diſmal hopes of, at leaſf, ſpying 
our bodies floating on the water. Not- 
withſtanding the deplorable condition I 
was in, I yet could ſee him ſtanding up- 
right in the boat, and looking about for 
us. I endeavour'd to call out, but my 
voice was gone. Beſides, the water 
was ſo thick, and mix'd with ſo much 
ſand, that tho? he had imagin'd we were 
near him, and ready for aſſiſtance; he 
yet could hardly have perceiv'd, us till 
ſuch times as the ſhades were entirely 
diſpell'd. I thought feveral times of hold- 
ing out my hands. The lieutenant was 
the firſt that ſpy'd me; when immediate- 
ly ſtooping, in hopes of reaching me with 
his hand, he was ſurpriz'd to ſee a cord 
ſtretch'd out, which ſeem'd to have ſome- 
thing at the end of it. He then drew it, 
and having brought me, with very little 
difficulty, near the boat, he ſoon took me 
and my dear charge in. This was done 
ſo inſtantaneouſly, that my lord Axmin- 
fer,” whoſe back was turn'd to us, and 
was viewing the ſea on the other ſide, 
had not time to ſee what was done. 
The lieutenant cry'd out, my lord! 
Heaven teſtores you your daughter. 
Words can never expreſs my lord Axmin- 
fier*s ſurprize; he did not know whether 
1 73 
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he ought to believe his eyes, nor how to 
Apa ſuch a miracle. However, as he 
was not ſure that ſhe was alive, he did 
et dare to abandon himſelf to the 
1 orts of joy. He was at firſt for 
win her in his arms; and tho? I lay 
— in the boat, I yet clafp'd Wd 
ftill faſt in my arms. He had a very 
hard matter to looſe her from me; for az 
all my ſpirits were hurried to thoſe 
parts of the body which held her, the 
nerves had contracted ſuch a ſtifſneſs, 
that they were almoſt inflexible for ſome 
time. Miſs Fanny was completely in a 
ſwoon ; I indeed ſtill had my ſenſes a 
little about me, when J was firſt taken 
into the ſhip, but I ſoon loſt them, 
However we were both reviv'd in 2 
much ſhorter time than one would have 
imagin'd, when I open'd my «eyes, and 
the firſt thing I then deſir'd to know, 
ark whether miſs Fanny was living or 
d 
My lord ftood by me "when 1. aſk'd 
the queſtion ; for his friendſhip made 
him divide his care equally between his 
daughter and me. He — me that ſhe 
had diſcover'd ſome ſymptoms of lite, 
and hop'd fhe would do well. She in- 
deed reviv by little and little, * 
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ſhe had been made to throw ug 
water ſhe had ſwallow'd. The ſea was 
now ſo ſmooth, that we were no longer 
in danger; and the fun being upon the 
ſky, we diſcover'd the coaſt of France 


had imagin'd. He then order'd the failors 
to row as faſt as they could to the land 
chat lay neareſt us. Being very well ac- 
quainted with theſe ſeas, he knew we 
were not far from the port of Feſcamp in 
Normandy, upon which he arder*d our. 
men to make for that place. 

1 ſoon 4 LEE of the Reeeple: 
3 to ebb the river was ve- 
ry narrow, and the om very rapid, 
we run the hazard of bein e e four or 
five hours longer out at ſea; a misfor- 
tune which gave my lord Axminſter the 
utmoſt pain, not ſo much thro? fear of 
meeting with freſh gr grind but becauſe 
he was unprovided o thing that 
might cant: ibute to the 9 of his 
To Whilſt be was encouraging 


cover'd a little veſſel coming out of "= 
river, which ſeem'd to be making to- 


I 4 vanc'd 


the falt | 


much nearer to us than the lieutenant 


the failors to row faſt, in order to con- |» 
quer the violence of the ſtream ; we. diſ- Ml 


— 3 P 


wards us as faſt as poſſible. She ad- 


1 
Ly - 


6 . 
vanc'd with ſo much ſpeed, that ſhe was 
immediately up with us. At her ap- 
proach, we fancied we ſaw our captain 
in her, and indeed *twas he himſelf, who 
was got. aboard another veſſel. He 
told us, that he ſaw his own fink to 
rights, when getting into the long: boat 
with the eight ſailors who were in the 
veſſel with him, he had been carried to 
 Feſcamp by the fame wind which had 
blown him thither. His generoſity and 
great regard for' my lord Axminſter, had 
engag*d him to go aboard the firſt ſhip 
that came in his way; and to come and 
ſee whether we were ſtill in a condition ch 
to receive any aſſiſtance from him. We got N ch 
on board of him, and landed a little after. \, 
Wr ſhed tears of joy to think we had A 
again recover'd land, which we before i 
had ſo much deſpair'd of. Miſs Fanny Wl gt 
and Mrs. Riding were but half recover d le. 
from their fright and weaknefs, ſo that ar 
they were carried in chairs to the inn. 1 © 
bad ſtrength enough to go thither on Ne 
foot; but going to bed a little after 1 f. 
came thither, it was impoſſible for me to q 
get out of it for a fortnight. The two la- H hi 
*dies kept theirs as long. At laſt, having,” lit 
by the goodneſs of providence, recover d he 

our ſtrength, we began to 2 
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che ſtate of our affairs, and the fortune, 


we were to expect. We had not only. 
ap- ſuffer'd by the fright, but were almoſt 
ain is great loſers as the captain, who had 
vho WF loft half of what he was worth in the 
He Wl world by the ſhipwreck. Among the 
to i ſeveral: valuable things the viſcount and 
at Mrs. Riding had brought aboard with 
the tem, they had ſav'd only their ready 
to money and ſome jewels, part of which 
ad they had had the foreſight to put into 
ind their pockets at the beginning of the 
ud WF torm, and to give the reſt to their ſer- 
nip vants. We had neither moveables, cloaths 
nd or linnen. The viſcount was of opinion 
9 chat we ſhould go immediately to Roan, 
ot chere to equip ourſelves, and enquizz 
oe where king Charles. was at that time. 


Accordingly: we ſet out for that city, 
re here being arriv'd, we met with a 
1 great: number of Engliſb men, who had 
5 left their native country with the king, 
1 and waited with the utmoſt impattence 
bor his reſtoration, Theſe told us what- 
'J ever we deſir'd to know with regard to tha 
2 figure his majeſty then made, and conſe- 
a. quently What we were to expect from 
him. That unhappy monarch had very 
„ little for himſelf, and we were told that 


- he had hardly as many attendants as an 
e ws: ordt-- 
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ordinary gentleman ; thar indeed he. had 
more when he was in Paris, or at the 
neighbouring courts; but that in his jour- 
nies from one place. to another, to ſue 
for fuccour of different princes, he ſeldom 
was attended by more than two or three 
fervants ; that the little money he had, 
oblig'd him to make this mean figure; 
that if we had any to offer his majeſty, 
or were willing to follow = by our 
own expence, he poſſibly woul 

glad 8 he us; l if we deviant 
to ſubſiſt upon his liberality, they ad- 
vis'd us to lay aſide the thoughts. of a 
long journey, as it would be 
fruitleſs. They told us farther, that they 
believ'd he was gone towards the frontiers 
of Spain; where a treaty of peace was to 
be negotiated between Cardinal Mazarin 


and Don Lewis de Haro; that we had 


two hundred leagues to go at leaſt; and 
that *twas our buſineſs to conſider whe- 
ther we were in a condition to under- 
take ſuch a journey, OE? fuck lender 
hopes. 

Mx lord Aueminſter had not diſcover'd 
himſelf: to thoſe who gave him this ad- 
vice, no otherwiſe then as an E ngliſb gen- 
tleman that had been banifh'd his coun- 
try for adhering to the king. He thank'd 
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them, and explain'd himſelf no farthers 
but this, ſo far from damping his deſign, 
made him on the contrary think, that if 
there were, for a nobleman like himſelf, 
any moments more favourable than the 
reſt, to inſinuate himſelf into his ſowe- 
reign's friendſhip; he could not wiſh for 
a happier conjunction ef circumſtances 
than thoſe which preſented themſelves. ! 
Notwithftanding the great loſs he had ll 
ſuſtain'd by the ſhipwreck, he had fill N 
a large ſum of money left; and then he i 
expected very confiderabie remiteances 
a from my lord Tewoill, to whom he had ic 
ly writ, before we ſet ſail; and defir'd him IK 
oy 0 take care of his affairs as he had done MM 
# | 
to 

ne 

d 


hitherto. How was it poſſible for him 
to ſpend his wealth more glortouſly than 
in his ſovereign's ſervice? I even per- 
ceiv*d that this reflection gave him an 
id air of ſatisfaction I had never ſeen tilt 
e· — _ order'd our cloaths, —— 
1 ad a beſpoke, and a coach a | 
er ſaddle horks mn ready with all W q 1 
poſſible diſpatch. Eis deſign was to go 
'd chrough France, rather than by fea; 
d- the latter was the ſhorceſt, but miſs Fan- 
» 90 3 58 did not care to expoſe Mi 
1- tknemie 10 fon to danger 'S they ad | | +4 
d I but juſt before eſcapꝰd. Do ine 


Walls? 
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-  WariLsT: the viſcount was buſied in 
Roan in preparing his equipage, I uns not 
idle. The walking up and down a great 
city, and mixing with ſo many people, 
was ſo. new to me, that I: let few days 
paſs without giving my ſelf this diver- 
ſion, which, at the ſame time that it gra- 
tified my curioſity, contributed to my in- 
ſtruction. I talk'd French pretty fluent- 
ly, having learnt it from my ipfancy. 
The firſt uſe I made of it out of the viſ- 
count's preſence, was among ſome ſhop- 
keepers, to whom I got my ſelf go 
ted, in order to purchaſe ſeveral things 
I had occaſion for. I knew, in general, 
. that there were a great number of theſe 
officious perſons in cities, who collected 
great quantities of all thoſe things: which 
mankind uſe out of neceſſity, or 10! feed 
their luxury; and that thoſe, men were 
{always ry. to diſtribute them for mo- 
.ney, whereby they got à conſiderable 
profit, which I thought but juſt. I ad- 
mir'd as I came into a famous toyſhop, 
the order and variety of trinkets of. all 
kinds diſpers'd up and down 1 ord 
referr'd all things to my principles, of: ge- 


neroſity and juſtice, I could not but have 

ſome reſpect for the maſter, of the ſhop, 

when I conſider'd how. great a friend be 
„ 444 N 


might have Occaſion for; ſo that one 
wou'd have though he divin'd my wants 


pretty knick-nacks,- the bare ſightoof 
ceiv'd them from his hands as he offer'd 


of ſeeing or hearing him talk, he afk d 


than uſe. 
fer'd me. His generoſity was ſo, viſible 
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was to Lach ſince; he took ſo / much IM 


Pains to- aſſiſt all whoithad-. 2 


him. How, ſays I to my ſelf, ſha p 
repay ſuch ris: My admiration Nil 7 
increas'd, when I — the kind cager- 

neſs with which he affer'd me every | 
thing in his;ſhop:; and in how polite a 

manner he: preſented me whatever I 


and inclinations. Caſes of inſtruments, 7 
knives, boxes of all forts; a thouſand 
I re- 


which pleas'd me very much. 
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them; aſk'd him their uſes; which heex- WM 
plain'd to me immediately with a great 
rolybiliry; of tongue; and laid them 
down = me, while. ihe was reaching 
more. fine, as I was not weary either 


me if 1 pleas'd to take all che things in 
his ſhop. , I threw my eyes round again "i 
ſaw a great quantity, and conlider'd | 
with myſelf whether 1 ſhou'd take o 
many things, which were more for beauty 
At laſt, I reflected it-would 
be rude to refuſe what was ſo kindly of- 
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F 
in his ers, and lips, chat L was. even ; 


afraid 


P 10. 
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afraid he won'd have forc'd me to ac- 
cept of the trinkets gratis, and 
out of kindneſs, upon which I in 
told him, that I accepted of all, but 
then that twas but juſt he ſhould receive 
a conſideration for them. As 1 am an 
honeſt man, ſays he, the loweſt price is 


1 piſtoles; I ſhould be afraid heaven 


would puniſh me, were I to impoſe up- 
on a young gentleman, eſpecially a fo- 
reigner. This made me again admire his 
uprightneſs, when giving him the money 


he aſk*d, I left him with a thouſand te- 


ſtimonies of a ſincere friendſhip. Janes, 


who attended upon me, took up all the 
trinkets. I know not whether *twas out | 
of reſpe&t, or from ſome other motive, | 


that he diſguiſed his ſentiments ; but ha- 
ving obſerv*d to him as we were coming 
back, that men had more probity than 
one wou'd at firſt imagine; and that I my 
ſelf had then found an inſtance of it; 
the only anſwer he made was, that *twas 
ſometimes met with, andeven among trades 
people. | 2 

I rouny my lord Axminſter and Mrs. 


Riding at home at my return, when I 
preſently ſhowed them the things I had 


bought, and told them what I thought 
of the civil ſnopkeeper to whom my good 
| fortune 


Raney 
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fortune had directed me. I prais'd him 


ac- 
ely n ſuch unaffected terms, that they look*d 
thy at one another and ſmil'd, being as much 


ſurpriz d at my diſcourſe as they were 
— d them. 


ive at the multitude of triftes I ſhew? 

an The vifcount aſł d, what they coſt me? 
> is ] anſwered ten piſtoles, but he would 
en ſcarce believe me. I aſſured him that 
p- WW they might be worth more, but that 
o- WM they certainly were not of leſs value, 
his ſince the perſon who fold them me, 
ey had aſſured me fo on his word and 
e- WI honour. However it was ſo plain they 
, were not worth a third part of that 
he Bl fum, that my lord, who cou'd not but 
ut know the amount of my purſe, ſince he 
e, Wl himſelf had given it me, deſired me to 
1- let him ſee what money I had left. Pofſ- 


ſibly, fays he to me, you forgot the 
n value of the coin, tho* I taught it you 
y before you went out. You fancy only 
3 you've paid more than you have done; upon 
8 this, counting over my money, he found 
8 that the toyman had taken fifteen pi- 

ſtoles inſtead of ten, whence he took oc- 
ca ſion; not to reproach me for buying 
I thoſe trifles, which he knew I deſpis' d 
1 WW as much as he did; but to inſtruct me 
t in a thouſand particulars which are not 
l learnt in books. could hardly be- 

— | 
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lieve I hadi been ſo groſſy impoſed upon, 


when, ſays his lordſhip, don't bluſh at 
it; your ignorance is in one ſenſe lef 


ſhameſul, with regard to you, than with 


reſpect to thoſe who may deceive" you 
becauſe you don't miſtruſt, and have nor 
= had an opportunity of knowing men. 
Tis the unhappineſs, ſays he with great 
wiſdom; and feandal of mankind, that in 
order to live among them, one muſt be 
obliged to ſtudy other things than vir- 
tue, and principles different from thoſe 
of innocence. Tis not enough for a juſt 
man to pity! and deſpiſe thoſe of a tif. 
ferent character from himſelf, but he muſt 
learn to defend himſelf againſt the ir ar- 
kifices. As there is a ſeience by which we 
are taught to do good to others, there is 
— which inſtructs us to avoid the 
they may do us. Vou want the 
Eee but a little experience will ſoon 
inſtruct you in it. I anſwer' d, I was not 
vex'd merely at my beng impos'd up- 
on, but for having been deceived' by a 
falſe appearance of.” goodneſs and vir- 
tie.” You'll often be fo, fays he, tif you 
always judge of things at firſt fight. 


The ſcience I hinted to you, and which 


will be ſo advantageous, conſiſts wholly 
either in diſtinguiſhing A 


are 
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are frequently deceitful, or at leaſt in ob- 
ſerving a reafonable diſtruſt with regard to 
thoſe perſons whoſe deſigns we have not 
had time to examine. How artfully fo- 
ever vice may diſguiſe her ſelf, yet a 
juſt and attentive eye will ſoon fee 
through it. She has very few marks in 
common vith virtue, and tis no difficult 
matter to diſcover” the difference. The 
viſcount added, that the precepts he then 


mentioned were general, and relative to 


l mankind ; but that there were others 
which related to dealers, that were eaſier 
to follow; chat fraud and over. reaching 
were now ſo much practisd by thoſe kind 
of people, that they were no longer 
dangerous; that ſhopkeeper and cheat 
being ſynonymous terms, no man had any 


dealings wich them, but prepar'd him- 


ſelf againſt their frauds; and that as eve- 


ry one vas infornrd of their deceitꝭ 
man could be in voluntarily impoſed ußen. 
This advice was of the higheſt advan- 


tage to me, I meeting daily with a chod- 
ſand occaſions to apply it. Tho? I was 
ſimple enough to be impoſed upon onee, 
yet heaven had given me ſo much ſenſe às 
not to ſuffer myſelf to be deceiv'd twice; 
for the reffections I made on what ever 


happen'd 
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happen'd to me, ſervid as ſo. man re- 
—ů for my future conduct. hn 
Wäirn —— to the five piſtoles 1 had 
given over and above the price J had a- 
greed for, as twas but an error in count- 
ing, my lord Axminſter did not doubt but 
the toyman would immediately return me 
the overplus; and thereupon he adviſed g 
me to go to him, which I did accord- il ac 
ingly ; but the only ſatisfaction I could WM ti 
get from him, was, an abundance of freſh I te 
compliments. He aſſur'd me that he had d 
not taken a farthing mare than his due ; he 
20 that we had both calculated fo ex- le 
4 that *twas impoſſible for Us 0 have ol 
_ ſo great 3 miltgke. . -- he 
Tuo' I every day found, that was al 
neceſſary for me to frequent com "4 tc 
and even to be ſometimes i b 
on, I nevertheleſs felt « kind of ſheave 7 


whenever this 4: $0. me in any o- be 
__ cafion 1 had not The viceunt, p. 


who look'd upon me as his ſen, and I n« 
would have been glad to find me rid of I at 
ſeveral things, not altogether ſo ſuitable I cl 
to my ideas, or proper for "bra fi 
baviour, urg'd me often to go 

and ſee every thing that was remarkable tc 
in the city. He rind me to . — t 
myſelf c 


- 
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myſelf into company, and took à plea- 
4 in hearing the ·˖[— I uſed to 
make upon every thing. He ſtaid .in 
Rran longer than he intended upon that 
account. As he did not underſtand French, 
he told me he cou'd not know the coun- 
ry any otherwiſe than by their account I 
gave him of it; — Hung deſiring me to 
acquaint him with the moſt trifling par- 
ticular I had taken notice of, he pre- 
tended to receive as a favour, what he 
did purely to do me ſervice. Tho' 
he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion that I 
loved his charming daughter, he yet 
J obſcrv'd, that the reſpect I diſcaver'd for 
ber, made me pay the higheſt regard to 


all he ſaid; he Nb made this ſub rvient 
1y, to the change he wiſh'd to ſee in me. He 
p- bid her to rally me agreably, when e- 
me ver I ſhould bappen.co do a ill chin 
de- before her; and indeed Miſs. F 
at, play'd her part to a miracle. 1 — 
ad not at firſt conceive what was her deſign n 
of WF and being ſurpria d to. ſee ſo great a 


ole change in her, with regard to me, I con- 
de- ſider d for ſeveral days * could be the 
d, cauſe of it. At laſt, I thought I had 
we found it out; for I flatter'd my ſelf, that 
ue che defire ſhe had * obey] na father's 
elf commands, which 1 lool upon as bei 
chei 
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chief view, was heightened by a fecrer 
gratitude ſhe entertained for 'the grear 
care I had taken of her which was the rea- 
fon why ſhe wiſt'd to have me poliſh'd as 
foon as I was capable of bein ; ſo. This 
was ſuch an incitement, that I was more 
eager than ever to improve my ſelf; and 
accordingly I got my ſelf mtroduc'd to 
the chief perſons in the city, by ſome 
Engliſhmen, who were acquainted with 
them. Here I not only mer with models 
by which I might improve myſelf in 
_ thoſe things I already had a tincture of; 
but a numberleſs multitude of objects 
that were new to me, and which afford- H 
ed both diverſion ind inſtruction 
Tu French, 'tis certain, are ver po- 
lite, particularly to foreigners, but I can- WW 
not tell how to define their politeneſs 
with propriety. It not only conſiſts in 
their outward behaviour,- which is grace- 
ful and kind; but they even affect to in- 
fuſe it into their thoughts; or, at leaſt; 
in a certain manner of expreſſing them 
which is peculiar to themſelves. Were 
all the proteſtations of friendſhip and 
eſteem which are made in France _; 
chat people ought to be conſider'd as 
Deiety of choſen men, who poſſeſs the 
mit —— qualities of the ſoul in an 
| eminent 
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eminent degree, unfullied with any of 
thoſe vices which are common to the 
reſt of the world. Scarce, was I intro- 
duced in one of the belt families by one 
of my. countrymen, but the utmoſt ci- 
vility was ſhew'd me, upon the bare re- 
commendation of my being an Engliſhman 
and Oliver's ſon. I was aſk'd how Jong I 
had been in Roan; and they no ſooner heard 
that J had been a fortnight in it, but 
ny were very angry I had concealed 
y ſelf from them ſo long. That 1 
ous to have ſent word of my arrival 
to all the conſiderable men in the city, 
when they, would have viſited me. Ep 
What a misfortune i is it, ſays they, we did 
not know ua perſon of ſo much merit 
ſooner! They made me ſuch offers of 
ſervice, as would have put me above want 
as long as I Iiv'd, had they been faithful 
in executing them. They admir'd., 2h a- 
greable mein; and as I made. no man- 
ner of anſwer to theſe compliments 
which pour'd i in upon me, three or four 
ladies, who ſeem'd to be the moſt gi. 
ſtinguiſh'd' of the company, dico 


poſſels d, 15 they y certainly had not h 
time enough to find out, whether 1 h: 
{; Confounded * With this  profu- 
1 


- — 


S 

fon of civitities, I at laſt èxprefs'd the 
deep ſenſe 1 had of them, when imme- 
diately my wit and good ſenſe was ad- 
mir'd, tho“ I had faid the moſt trifting 
things, and the four ladies again expitiat- 
ed on my praiſe, and were as laviſh of 
their compliments as before. 

I usr confeſs, that as they ſpoke 
with a ſerious air, and ſeem'd to be per- 
ſons of ſome diſtinction, who had no 
motives which might prompr them to de- 
ceive me, *twas with great pleaſure 1 


heard my ſelf applauded by ſo many pret- | 
ty women. I was even p rſuaded, that | 


nature had given me qualities I till then had 
been a ſtranger to, and by that means 
I was for ſome moments impoſed upon 
by ſelf- love; but it happen'd very lucki- 
ly, that another lady in the city, who 
was come to viſit the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
came into the room, when all the com- 
pany got up to receive her; and while 
they were making their compliments, 1 
heard one of the four ladies above-men- 
tioned, whiſper to the perſon who fat 
next to her, and cry; what a filly fel- 
low this Eugliſbman is! This threw me 

into ſo peidck fot, | 
rodigiouſly, which ſhe did not perceive 3 
2 is ftil more ſtrange, 5 that ſhe 
imme- 


2 


confuſion, that I' bluſf'd 
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immediately after began to praiſe me to 
che ſkies to the lady who caine in laſt. I 
vas ſo highly offended at her hypocriſy 
lac 1 was chem geen high fo repr 
her for it in the ſevereft terms; but a 
moment or two's reflection cliang'd my 
reſolution, when 1 _—_ accus'd my fe 
for my ſimplicity; and knew then better 
than ever, that the words and actions of 
men can ſeldom be depended upon, ſince 
they are naturally ſo perfidious, that they'll 
frequently deceive, when it is of no advan- 
ge 0 Rent ö 

However, I was revenged before the 
viſit was ended. I had not once open'd 
my lips all the time the converſation had 
une on the merits I poſſeſs'd, and af- 
terwards on faſhions and ſuch kind of to- 
pics. But now a ftrious reflection which a 
well-bred man in company made, poffibl 
with deſign, gave occaſion to their diſ- 
courſing on nobler ſubjects. I infenfibly 
ſtruggled with my natural baſhfalnefs, an 
explain'd my thoughts ſo well, as to draw 
attention; when I encourag'd my ſelf ſo 
much by continuing to ſpeak, that Iar laſt 
began to make ſome figure in the con- 
rerfation, by recolleRing of ſeveral fine 
paſſages I had read, and the aſſiſtance of 
my own feflections. I found that the 

; = | company 
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company heard me with plea, when 


ſting my eyes eve now, en 
= 1 1 had alle. rather 1 
applauded me; I had the fatisfaQtion to 
find that ſhe look'd upon me with a kind 
of admiration and aſtoniſhment. The ut- 
moſt. teſtimonies of eſteem, more 
than the former, were ſhewn me at m 
leaving the company, but 1 had very 7 little 
regard to them; my integrity not nit 
ting me to delight! in the commendations 
which were beſtowed upon me, tho? I poſ- 


ſibly deſerved them; ſince they had been 


indulg'd me in as liberal a manner at a 


time when they were perſuaded T did | 


not deſerve them. 


My lord Axminſter | ſeemed * vaſtly 


Pleas'd at this adventure; and, indeed, 
*rwas of the utmoſt advantage to me. 
The efforts I had made to ſpeak with- 
out heſitation, beg an to 92958 me with 
a boldneſs! till 12 had been inſen- 
fible to; and this gave mie the utmoſt ſa- 
tisfaction. I had been ver much vex'd 
ever ſince my arrival in f Bom that is 
ſince. I began to converſe with men, to 
find my ſelf in a certain confuſion when 
among them, which J! yet could”! not get 
over, tho” the converſation held ever fo 
long. * timid nature appear'd in my 

countenance, 
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countenance, and in every motion. T'was 
of that I was afraid; ſo far from it, I 


aan WF. firm and reſolute, and preſerv'd a 
to ¶ great preſence of mind; but the circum- 
ind tance which gave me pain, was, that 
ut mough I thought pretty juſtly on all oc- 
ere afions, I yet could not heighten my ex- 
17 preſſion with that free and diſengaged air, 
tte which ſo ſtrongly inforces wiſdom and 
good ſenſe. In caſe I convers'd with a 
os perſon of no ſenſe, I inſtantly diſcovered 
I incapacity, and the ſuperiority I had 
5 W over him, and yet I was conſtrain'd; 


J | cou*d hardly open my lips before him, 
or even look him in the face. I was diſ- 
J concerted with the leaſt motion he made, 


"uy and trembled, as it were, before him; 
"> WW tho? at the ſame time I did my ſelf juſtice 
28 in my own mind; and conſider'd him 
of in the contemptible light in which he 
1 ought to be plac'd. Thanks to the raillery 
10 I ſuffer'd in Roan, I almoſt got the bet- 
0 ter of this weakneſs in a little time. Tis 
© © MW not without reaſon that I take notice of 
. # this incident, and the ſeveral circumſtances 
556 of it; for an intelligent reader wou'd un- 


"+ doubtedly aſk, how it were poſſible for 
10 me to diſcover ſo much reſolution as he 
* will find me inform'd with in the ſequel ; 

had not acquainted him how, by inſenſible 
_ You:L 5 K degrees, 
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degrees, I triumph'd over my natural 


weakneſs and timidity. 


Miss Fanny was very aſſiſting in curing 
me of theſe childiſh imperfections; for If 
no ſooner ſaw that ſhe diſcover'd and con- 


demn'd them, but I immediately re- 
ſolv'd to combat them, and I always 


came off victorious. She employ'd fof 


much art on theſe occaſions, and her in- 
clination ſeconded ſo well her father's 
commands, that I muſt aſcribe to her the 
quick improvement I made. My warmth 


increas'd very much by a happy circum- 
ſtance, which gave occaſion to what I may} 
call the happineſs of my life; for tho? it 


was the ſource of numberleſs troubles and 
croſſes, yet theſe are not to be com- 
par'd to the exquiſite delight to which it 
gave occaſion. 1 

My love for Miſs Fanny had hitherto 
kept itſelf within the bounds I had ſet 
to it in Rumney-Hole. Not a moment 
paſs'd but I felt I lov'd her, and her 
image follow'd me wherever I went. I 
had always paid my devotions as aſſi- 
duouſly as the moſt tender lover cou'd 
have done, but had not yet broke my 

ſſion to her. I did not know what 
ſhe thought of the great change that was 
wrought in me, ſince my leaving Rum- 
ne- 
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ney-Hole. She alſo was grown more re- 
ſerv'd, but at the ſame time ſeem'd to 
be as much my friend as ever. She was 
ſenſible how much ſhe had been oblig'd 
to me at ſea, and acknowledg'd with 
joy, that ſhe ow'd her life to my care. 
Her father us'd often to put her in mind 
of this, and would tell her, that ſhe 
ought to love me as a ſecond father; ſince 
there 1s little difference between giving a 
perſon life, and faving him from death. 
Ah! fays I in my own mind, when he 
us'd to tell her of this; may ſhe rather 
conſider me as a tender lover! I am not 
for a relation, which will allow another 
to ſhare her heart with me. However, 
I did not dare to form the leaſt hopes, 
much leſs could I preſume to acquaint her 
with my wiſhes. Tis true, indeed, that I 
was not tortured by the pangs ofabſence, for 
ſhe was inceſſantly with me; nor needed 
I to fear her coldneſs or diſdain, being 
ſure of her friendſhip, if I was not of 
her love. Thus I was as eaſy as *twas 
poſſible for a man to be, who has no 
reaſon to complain of any rigours, and 
yet does not enjoy what his heart lan- 
guiſnes after. | | 

Such were my thoughts when I was 
the laughing ock of the four French la- 
2 dies 


— 
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dies abovemention'd; which, though it 
gave me the greateſt uneaſineſs at firſt, 
did not yet prevent my returning to the 
aſſembly the next day. The company 
conſiſted of the very ſame perſons, who 
receiv'd me as politely as they had done 
the day before. The ſucceſs which my 
boldneſs had then met with, inſpir'd me 
now with greater; and I ſhar*d ſo much 
in the agreeable part of the conver- 
ſation, that I was certain that the la- 
dies had a pretty favourable opinion of | 
my talents ; and receiv*d, before the day 
was ended, the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of it. 
The character of the French ladies, ac- 
cording to the beſt obſervations I could] 
make during my little ſtay in France, is 
made up of extremes. They are not 
for a medium in any thing; for they 
muſt either deſpiſe or eſteem, cenſure or 
applaud, love or hate. They rally moſt 
unmercifully, and are eagle-ey'd in diſ- 
covering the ridicule of perſon they don't 
love. They have need of all their po- 
liteneſs, which is in ſome meaſure natu- 
ral to them, to ſuppreſs the violent itch 
they have to laugh, rally, and throw 
out their witty jeſts, Which 
; ſmarter when utter*d by: a pretty mouth. 
On the other ſide, if they love a = 
| „ On, 
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ſon, they are ſure to extend their indul- 
cence to them even to blindneſs. Every 
thing they eſteem is chang'd into vir- 
tues and perfections. They are tender 
and paſſionate ; they praiſe, they approve 
and admire; in a word, their under- 
ſtanding is always regulated by the heart, 
and their heart is never moderate in its 
ſenſations. One of the four ladies who had 
rallied me the night before, the very one 
who call'd me ſilly fellow, ſeem'd high- 
ly delighted with me. This I might 
have obſerv'd, before I left the compa- 
ny, had I been capable of making ſuch 
obſervations ; but looking upon her con- 
tinual glances, and the aſſurances of e- 
ſeem which ſhe found an opportunity 
of making me in private, for mere: ci- 
vility 3 I return'd home without ſeem- 
ing to take particular notice of it. Se- 
veral weeks paſs'd, during which I fre- 
quented the aſſembly regularly, when the 
civilities of that lady, her glances and 
encomiums, encreas'd every day; but they 
had no other effect upon me, than to 
make me forget ſhe had ever rallied me. 
At laſt, as I was one day talking with 
my lord, a ſervant came and brought 
me a letter. I walk' d out and took it; 


and as he went away inſtantly, and 
K 3 did 


Mile after, and leaving me alone with her, 
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did not ſay it requir'd an immediate an- 
ſwer, I return'd to my lord and open'd 
it before him. His lordſhip was as cu- 
rious to know the contents of it as my Þ 
ſelf. It did not contain above four or 
five lines, and the import of it, was, to Mt: 
deſire me to go that evening to a cer- 
tain place mention'd in the letter; where 


a perſon, whom I poſſibly might not 0 
think unworthy of my eſteem, would be m 
proud of offering theirs. I explain'd the MI m 
ſenſe of theſe words to my lord, who at 
wiſh'd me joy of my good fortune; and v 
overjoy'd at this adventure, which he u 
fancied would contribute ſtill more to my I , 

im — in politeneſs, he advis'd me II , 

to be punctual to the aſſignation. I an- t 
ſwer' d that I did not intend to fail. Miſs f 
Fanny, who was preſent when this was | 
ſaid, did not ſeem to take the leaſt no- 
tice of it; but her father going away a ? 

J 1 


ſhe continued filent, contrary to her u- 
fual cuſtom 3 upon which I fell a laugh- 
ing, and cry'd, that I thought myſelf a 
very happy fellow in having had an op- 
portunity of pleaſing a French lady. Mis 
anſwer'd with an air of fearfulneſs: Are 
you then reſolv'd to love that lady, and 
to go to the place ſhe has * ? 

| e 
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The tone of voice in which ſhe ſpoke 
this gave me ſome emotion. I look'd 
JW upon her, when our eyes met; and by 
nu emotion which is better felt than ex- 
preſt, we continu'd for ſome time caſt- 
ng the moſt languiſhing glances upon 
one another; when, at laſt, ſhe bluſh'd 


ere BY ind threw her eyes downward, as tho? 
ot BY the was aſham'd ſhe had let me ſee fo 
be much. But now being prodigiouſly 
- mov*d, I roſe up without ſaying a word, 
_ and tore the letter into a thouſand pieces. 


We continued filent till my lord's re- 
turn, which was a little after, when he 


'Y BY was furpriz'd to ſee the torn pieces ſcat- 
© BY ter'd about the room. Is this, ſays he, 
58 the value you ſet upon a lady's favours? 
"= I anſwer*d, that I had chang'd my reſo- 
4 lution with regard to the aſſignation; 


or rather, as I had no inclination to em- 
. | bark in a love intrigue, I therefore did 
? IJ not deſign to favour the advances of 
che unknown lady; but his lordſhip in- 
| I fiſted upon his firſt advice, and gave me 

all the reaſons which, abſtracted from love, 
. might induce me to comply. I told 
him that I could never prevail with my 
| | ſelf to do it, and accordingly did not 
) | 80 out all that day. | | 


K 4 I was 
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I was too watchful over all miſs Fan. 
ny's motions, not to perceive that ſhe 
Was ſatisfied with my conduct, and knew 
perfectly well the meaning of this ſacri- 
fice ; but this did not give me greater 
aſſurances, or made me leſs reſpectful 
with regard to her. * Twas enough for 
me that I had dycover'd a glimpſe of 
hope in her eyes; and had reaſon to be- 


lieve ſhe was ſenſible I had ſome affe- 


ction for her. She cannot, fays I to 
myſelf, but perceive my aſſiduities, when- 
ever I pour out my ſoul before her; ſhe 
explains them, and poſſibly is fo good 


as to ſtamp them with her -approbation. | 


Who knows what happineſs love has 

ſtill in ſtore for me? Were not thoſe 
glances ſhe ſhot the other day, infinite- 
ly beyond my expectations? I will ne- 
ver ſue for any favours at her hands; 
reſpe& commands me to be eternally ſi- 
lent ; but in caſe heaven inſpires her with 
ſome little kindneſs for me, why ſhould 
I not endeavour to make myſelf worthy 
of it? Could my lord himſelf condemn 
ſentiments, ſo pure, ſo regular as mine? 
That paſſion muſt be very perfect which 
does not dread a father's examination, 
and at the ſame time is ſo timid and 
reſpectful, as not to have courage to 
2 = diſcover 
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6s _ pure 


diſcover itſelf to the object from which 


it ariſes. I again reſolv'd to keep all 


my deſires within the bounds of inno- 
cence. 


wanting, who us'd always to give us 
her company; when word was brought 
me, that a perſon of my acquaintance, 
who was at the door, deſir'd to ſpeak 


with me. I went down, and found the 


Engliſh gentleman who firſt introduc'd 
me into that houſe, when he deſir'd me 
to follow him to a by-place, where he 
had a word or two to ſay to me in pri- 
vate. Being come, I waited for his ſpeak- 
ing. I am, ſays he, ſent upon an odd 
kind of commiſſion, You cannot but 
remember a lady whom. you have ſome- 
times ſeen in the aſſembly ; a tall, well- 
ſhap'd, agreeable Brunette, who ogled 
you ſo much, that you mult have taken, 
notice of her. She is my friend; and 1 
am come hither to complain, in her 
name, of an injury ſhe ſays you haye 
done her. In a word, fays; he, inter- 
rupting himſelf, I am perſuaded ſhe loves 


X 5 vou 
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Bronx the day was ended, I had 
ſome light into the letter which was ſent 
me, and the character of the writer. Be- 
ing come to the aſſembly at the uſual 
hour, I obſerv'd that there was one lady 
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you dearly, and is deſirous that I ſhould 
bring you together : For upon pretence 
of having been injur'd by you, which 
yet ſhe did not explain; ſhe was urgent 
with me to bring -you to her houſe, 
and engage you to make her ſome fa- 
tisfaction. 33 
TI xaviLY gueſt the injury ſhe com- 
plain'd of. However, I was ſo diſcreet 
as not to tell my friend that a letter had 
been ſent me, which I was perſuade 1 came 
from her ; and as I had not the leaſt inten- 
tion to have any correſpondence with her, 
I defir'd him to make my excuſes to her, 
in caſe J had really offended a lady, for 
whom I had the utmoſt reſpect ; but 


this would not ſatisfy my friend, who | 


told me, that he had promis'd to bring 
me along with him; and therefore, ſays 
he, I muſt keep it, otherwiſe our coun- 
trymen will paſs for a ſet of rude peo- 
ple. He ſaid ſo much, that he at laſt 
prevail'd with me to go, when he in- 
form'd me in the way, that the lady in 
queſtion was the reli& of a counſellor 
belonging to the parliament, who had 
left her a good eſtate. As he was not 
unacquainted with my birth and circum : 
ſtances, which I had not the ſame reaſons 
to conceal as my lord Axminſter, he 

| thought 
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thought friendſhip oblig'd him to adviſe 
me, to make a proper advantage of the 
love ſhe had for me. ---We came into the 
Houſe, which was very neat, and well 
furniſh'd. As my friend was every Day 
there, he thought he might introduce me 


without ſending up his name, when a 


confus*d noiſe we heard in the anticham- 
bers, made us ſtop a moment in order to 
liſten. We then heard two perfons talk- 
ing in an angry voice. Curioſity prompt- 
ed him to advance farther, in order to 
hear better; when he fancy'd that he 
heard his own name mention'd. After 
having ſtood about half a quarter of an 
hour, he return'd to me, thanking hea- 
ven for directing his ſteps thither ſo oppor- 
tunely, ſince he had overheard a barba- 
rous deſign that was forming againſt his 
lite. Let us, ſays he, leave the place im- 
mediately; I'll never ſet my foot more in 
this houſe, and am valtly ſorry I ever 
brought you into it. 

As we were going away he then told 
me his real name, which was the lord 
Omerſon. He had been three months 
in Roan, and had been forc'd to fly 
from England, in order to avoid my fa- 
ther's reſentments, whom he had mortally 
offended. No one ia this city knew his 

| | name 
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name or his quality, except this lady, 
whoſe brother he had ſeen at London, 
and whoſe name was Lallin. My lord 


Omerſon had brought letters of recom- | 


mendation from him to his ſiſter; and 
coming to Roan, had contracted fo cloſe 
an intimacy with her, that he did not 
ſcruple to confide all his ſecrets to her. 
He had indeed no reaſon to ſuſpe& Mrs. 


Lallin, who was a generous and ſincere 


woman; but her brother was a treache- 


rous villain, who was endeavouring to 
build his fortune on my lord Omerſon ru- 


in. When he was aſſur'd by his ſiſters | 
letters of his lordſhip's arrival at Roan, ' 


he inſinuated himfelf ſo well into the Eng- 
liſh court, that he got acceſs to my fa- 
ther, to whom he immediately told the 
place whither my lord was fled for re- 


fuge; and engag*d to deliver him up 


to the uſurper, for the reward of four 
thouſand pounds ſterling. *Tis well 
known, that my father was implacable in 
his reſentments; he liſten'd to Lallin; 
but being deſirous of knowing whither 
my lord was retir'd, and what methods 
Lallin intended to employ to decoy him 
out of it, he form'd a plan of a much 
more extenſive nature. Lallin's deſign 
was only to return to France, and to ſeize 
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my lord Omerſon privately, after having 
communicated his villainy- to ſome cap- 
tain of an Enpliſh veſſel, of which there 
are always great numbers lying in the 
ort of Roan. Iwou'd not have been 
a difficult matter for him to convey that 
nobleman on board one of them, and to 
confine him privately in one of the cab- 
bins. My father approv'd of his ſcheme, 
and being perſuaded by Tallin, that it 
might eaſily be put in execution; he im- 
magin*d he could, with the ſame eaſe, 
get a dozen of his moſt inveterate ene- 
mies, who were in this city, carried off 
at the ſame time. This he reveal'd to 
Lallin, who immediately applauded his 
horrid project, undoubtedly in the hopes 
of a greater reward. Thus, what had at 
firſt been contriv*d only by a private vil- 
lain, was made a conſiderable enterprize, 
by the part which Oliver was overjoyed 
to act in it. Lallin, to make the ſuc- 
ceſs of it infallible, told my father that 
it would be dangerous to employ a com- 
mon captain; not to mention the diffi- 
culty there would be of confining and 
guarding ſo many perſons in a ſmall 
merchant-man, which generally has not 
above half a dozen hands on board. He 
therefore propoſed, that he ſhould ſend 

| purpoſely 


26 Ji. Lie r 

purpoſely out of the Thames, two of the 
largeſt Ships that could go from the 
Seine to Rean; and at the ſame time that 
they loaded them with goods, to cover their 
deſign; they ſhould put a conſiderable 
number of bold and intrepid ſoldiers, in 
ſailors habits, on board; who might not 
only ſerve as a guard over them, but al- 
ſo help to ſeize them, one after an- 
other, and bring them to the ſhips. My 
father looking upon this project to be 
very feaſible, he ſecretly prepar'd every 
thing that might be proper for putting 


it in execution. The two ſhips ſail*d out 


of the port of London, and Lallin ſet out 

for Diepe, in order that he might get to 

Roan before they arrived thither; and he 

was come to this city the very day that 

_y lord Omerſon carried me to his fi- 
er's. | 


My lord had juſtly conſider'd as a 


particular indulgence of heaven, his good 
fortune, in over-hearing part of the plot. 
He had been let into fo much of it, as 
| had juſtly allarm'd him; and tho' he 
had reaſon to believe, by the objections 


Mrs. Lallin made to her brother's ſcheme, 


that ſhe did not approve it; he yet cou'd 
not now think of either of them but with 
the utmoſt horror. After we had 2 
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about an hour at my lord*s lodgings, L 
was going to take leave of him, in 
order to acquaint my lord Axminſter with 
it; and lord Omerſon to take ſuch mea- 
ſures as might ſecure him from the malice 
of his enemies; when a ſervant of Mrs, 
Lallin's came with a meſſage from his mi- 
ſtreſs, who, he ſaid, deſir'd to ſpeak 
with his lordſhip that moment. My lord 
was in doubt what to think of it, and 
took it firſt for a trick of Lallin, in 
order to get him into his clutches. How- 
ever, having conſider'd that he was ar- 
riv'd but the fame day, and that the-ſhips 


were not yet come to Roan, he thought 


there was no danger; but hop*d he might 
diſcover ſome new circumſtance thatmight 
be of advantage to him, when he aſk*d 
me if I car'd to go along with him. I 
could not in honour refuſe it, were it 


only to ſuccour him in caſe of any vil- 


lainy. Accordingly we went, and found 
Mrs. Lallin, who was waiting for him 
with the utmoſt impatience; for her bro- 
ther had left her a moment before, and 
2 had ſent to my lord Omerſon, to in- 
orm his lordſhip of the great danger he 
was in. She did not expect to ſee me at that 
time; and tho' ſhe ſeem'd to be mighti- 
ly pleas'd at it, ſhe yet defir'd I would 


givc 
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give her leave to ſpeak a word or two 
to my lord in private; but his lordſhip 


anſwer'd, that he did not conceal any 


thing from me, and therefore ſne might 
ſay any thing before me. This perplex'd 
her very much, knowing I was Oliver's. 
fon; but his lordſhip having aſſur'd her 
in general, that ſhe need not have the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of me, tho' my father 
were concern'd in it; ſne related to him 
in the moſt ſincere manner, the motive 
of her brother's voyage, and the ſeveral 
particulars which my lord had heard but 
imperfectly. I did all that lay in my 
power, ſays ſhe, to make him lay aſide 
his black deſign, and reproached him for 


it in the ſevereſt terms; which exaſpe- | 


rated him ſo much, that he ſwore he 
would murther me in caſe I betray*d him; 
but tho', ſays ſhe, he were to execute 
his menaces, they yet ſhall not prevent 
me doing all that lays in my power to 
prevent ſo horrid a deſign; nor from 
exerting myſelf tor your lordſhip, in ſuch 


a manner as honour and friendſhip may. 


, | 83-20 
- My lord hearing Mrs. Lallin deliver 
herſelf in this noble, this generous man- 
ner, immediately ſtifled the Reſentments 
he had entermin'd againſt her. He e 
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ner a thoufand thanks, and making as 
tho' we had not overheard her brother's 
diſcourſe, he got from her own Mouth 
whatever hints might be neceffary for 
his ſecurity. As he was not the only 

erſon mention'd in the black ſcene, he 
aſk'd whether ſhe knew the names of all 
the perſons whom Oliver had order*d her 
brother to carry off. She nam'd ſome 
of them to him, and among the reſt my 
lord Axminſter. I ſnudder'd when I heard 


the name, and could not think how it 


were poſſible for my father to find out 


his lordſhip was got to Roar, eſpecially 
as he had taken the utmoſt care to diſgui 


his name, and faw very little company. I 
then did not doubt but I was nam'd a- 
mong the reſt; and am ſtill perſuaded, 
that Mrs. Lallin forbore mentioning my 


name, purely that ſne might not frighten 


me. I aſk'd her whether twas publick- 
ly known that my lord Axminſter was in 
oan? She anſwer'd that every body 
knew it; and my lord Omerſon affar'd me 
of the fame thing; but upon my ſeem- 
ing ſurpriz'd that he had not hinted it 
to me before, he told me that he had 
forbore to do it out of civility ; being not 
willing to undeceive my lord in the opt- 
nion he had that no one knew of his be- 
ing 


: 4 J 
' « Wi 
£2 q 


210 The Life of 

ing in the city. We debated a conſidera- 
ble Time on the meaſures we ſhould rake 
for our common ſafety. The ſhorteſt 
way would have been to impeach Lallin, 
who would certainly have been pu- 
niſh*d for his villainy ; but we were ob- 
lig'd for his ſiſter's ſake, to act very cau- 
riouſly in that matter, and thereupon re- 
ſolv'd to debate further on it, with the 
reſt of our countrymen who were included 
in this horrid ſentence. 

BEroxE I left Mrs. Lallin, I took 
ſome notice of the letter ſhe had ſent to 
me the night before, which my lord O- 
merſon obſerving, he withdrew for a mo- 
ment. She complain'd of the - diſregard } 
I had ſhewn for her eſteem, when, I aſ- 
ſur'd her that no one had a deeper ſenſe 
of her great merit than myfelf ; but with- 
out explaining the nature of my engage- 
ments, I told her with my uſual freedom, 
that I had already form'd ſuch ſtrong ties, 
as made it impoſſible for me to devote 
myſelf to her ſervice. The reſpectful and 
unaffected air with which I ſpoke thoſe 
words made an impreſſion on her. I will, 
 fays ſhe, be ſo impartial to myſelf, as to 
own that I don't deſerve you ſhould aban- 
don another for my ſake ; but you might 
as well have told me this yelieray. 
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Don't you think that it muſt be ſome 
pain to a woman to make certain ad- 
vances; and is not a man oblig'd to return 
at leaſt, a civil anſwer on theſe occaſions? 
This reproach appear'd to me fo frank 
and ingenuous, that I accus'd myſelf for 
anſwering her ſo bluntly, and begging 
her to continue / the indulging me her 
4 eſteem, I aſſur'd her I would endeavour 
J always to deſerve it. My lord Omerſon 
returning pretty ſoon afterwards, we left 
1 her; and an unhappy accident which hap- 
5 pen'd to her afterwards prevented my ſee- 
„ing her for ſome time. Twas rude in 
„ me, fays he, as we were going away, to 
J interrupt the converſation you were juſt 
- got into with that pretty lady; but the 
apprehenſions I was under leſt her brother 
ſnould put his vile deſign in execution, 
would not ſuffer me to ſtay any longer. 
I was not ſo uneaſy merely for my own 
lake, but there are twenty worthy men 
- expos*d to the ſame danger. His lord- 
1 © ſhip reſolved to deſire them all to meer 
at lord Axminſter's, in order that we 
I might take a reſolution im common; and 
o be call'd at his own lodgings to order his 
. © ſervant to give them all notice, which 
rt being done he went home with me. 
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My lord Axminſter was prodigiouſly 
furpriz*d to hear, that not only every 
one in this city knew his name, but alſo 
that Oliver had heard he had been a 
month in Roan; and was much more ſo, 
when my lord Omer/on, whom he did not 
know in London, and had taken for 
a private gentleman in Roan, told his name 


and the ſubject of his viſit. In the firſt 


emotions of his rage, he vented ſome im- 
precations againſt Oliver*s tyranny ; and 
this continuation of his ill fortune recal- 
ling. to his remembrance the many tor- 


ments he had ſuffer'd, replunged him in ſo } 


deep a melancholy, that I ſcarce remem- 


ber to have ever ſince. ſeen him diſcover | 


the leaſt: token of joy. Seven or eight 
Engl;hh gentlemen whom my lord Omer- 


yen had ſent to, coming ſooner than we 


expetted; we acquainted them with the 
danger which threatned us; when we 
were ſo unanimouſly of opinion, that it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to ſeize Lallin, 
that my lord Omerſon could ſcarce pre- 
vail with us to ſearch for ſome other ex- 
pedient. He expatiated on his ſiſter's ge- 
neroſity, to whom we all ow'd our lives; 
when at laſt:*twas agreed, that for the 
honour of the Engliſb nation we ſhould 
not do any thing that look'd like — 
ES titude 3 
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titude; ſince ſhe herſelf, and her whole fa- 
mily, which was ve conſiderable, muſt 
have ſhar*d in her brother's ignominy. 
My lord Axminſter propos'd an eaſy ex- 
pedient, which was, that we ſhould leave 
Roan; but the majority were againſt it, 
becauſe of the many friends they had in 
that city. Sir William Cromby, who was 
in the aſſembly, propos'd- the only me- 
thod that was approv'd of by all; viz. 
that we ſhould ſpread publickly the de- 
ſign of Oliver; making as rho* we had re- 
ceiv'd advice to that purpoſe from Lon- 
don, and not to take any notice of Lal- 
liu's being in the ſecret. Twas plain that 
the diſcovery of this villainous deſign 
would prevent its being put in execution; 
and that then each of us might take care 
to provide for his own ſafety. We all 
agreed to this reſolution, which met with 


ſucceſs, except that it afterwards occa- 


ſion'd a fatal accident, that gave us 
mortal uneaſineſs. 

Taz governour of Roan having heard 
by the report that was ſpread, and which 
was alſo confirm'd by the Engliſh, of the 
bold deſign that was carrying. on againſt 
us; gaye orders that all foreign veſſels 


which lay in the harbour and at the 


mouth of the river, ſhould be exactly 
ſearch'd ; 
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ſearch'd 3 and at the fame time aſſur'd all 


the Engliſomen who were in the city, that 


they might depend upon his eſteem and 


protection. The citizens were exaſpera- 


ted when they heard we were threatned 
to be taken away by force out of their 
city; and this reflection heightning the 
affection which the French have for fo- 
reigners, there was not one of them but 
offer*d to defend us; if we except that 
_ villain Lallin, who was enrag'd to ſee the 


care which was now taken for our ſafe- | 


Tho? we had concealed his name 
with the utmoſt ſecrecy, he could not per- 


ſuade himſelf that we had diſcover'd his 


villainy, but we muſt at the ſame time 
be told that he had contriv'd it. As he 
did not know whom to ſuſpe& but his 
ſiſter, he accus'd her with having betray'd 


him; and being tranſported with rage, 


caus'd undoubtedly by the dread he was 
under of puniſhment, or the grief to ſee 


all his hopes fruſtrated z he gave her a | 


ſtab which had like to have proved mor- 
tal. Having done this, he left the city 
and fled to Diepe, where he had the 


good fortune to meet with a veſſel which 


was juſt ſailing for England, on which he 
got aboard, and by that means ſcreen'd 
kimſelf from juſtice, 
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Tae unhappy accident which had be- 
fallen this gentlewoman being known ſoon 
after, the cauſe of it was not conceal'd, 
and indeed ſhe herfelf told it to all thoſe 
who came to enquire about it. All the 
Engliſh who were then in Roan, thought 
themſelves oblig*d to diſcover. the deep 
ſenſe they had of their obligations to her ; 
bur I did not ſee her for ſome time, 
becauſe we left the city a few days after 
ſhe was wounded, Being got to Bayonne, 
we receiv*d a letter from my lord Omer- 
fon, who inform'd us of her recovery, 
and the concluſton of that fatal adven- 
ture. The two ſhips arrived in the har- 
bour of Roan, and *twas impoſſible but 
they muſt be diſcover*d. The governour 
had the two captains arreſted ; but as they 
denied their having any ſuch commiſſion 
as they were charged with; and there 
were not proofs ſufficient to prove it, he 
was oblig' d to ſet them at liberty. The 
French miniſter complain'd thereof to the 
protector; but *twas to no -purpoſe, for 
he denied his having ever had a hand 
in It. | | 
THis incident made my lord Axmin- 
ſter reſolve to leave Roan immediately, 
which we did accordingly after havi 
been about fax weeks in it. As we hear 
_ - from 
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from all parts, that king Charles was 
gone to the frontiers of Spain, we ſet out 
directly thither; and met with ſuch good 
horſes, that we got to our journey's end 
almoſt as ſoon as we could have done b 
ſea with the moſt favourable wind; ſo 
that the reader will ſuppoſe we made but 
a very ſhort ſtay in the cities thro' which 
we paſt, | 


In our journey, I ſaw but few which 
could be compar'd to Roan, either for 
extent, or number of inhabitants; and I 
met with hardly any thing in theſe that 
rais'd my admiration. Tho' I had liv'd 
but ſo ſhort a time in Roan, it yet had 
enlarg'd my underſtanding, and given 
ſuch a turn to my behaviour, that I be- 
gan to think and ſpeak like the reſt of 
my fellow creatures. The only circumſtance 
that ſtruck me, was not my meeting daily 
with .new vices, which were entirely re- 
pugnant to my principles; I knew that 
they ſprang from the depravity which is 
natural ro man; and found that the et- 
fects of it might vary infinitely, accord- 
ing to the different places and occaſions; 
but I could not but wonder, that in the 
diſtance only of two hundred leagues, 


there ſhould be ſo great a difference in 
the carriage, the dreſs, and language 
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of a people who are ſubjects to the ſame 
monarch, profeſs the ſame religion, and 
ſubmit to the fame laws. I could not 
make myſelf be underſtood in the Pro- 
vinces of Normandy, du Maine, Poitou, 
and ſeveral others; 2 1 I had occaſion to 
aſk in every village thro' which I paſt, 
whether I was yet in France, tho? I ſpoke 
the language with great propriety -z ſo. 
much the jargon varied every moment. 
One may obſerve ſome difference on 
this head even in towns. If we ex- 
cept perſons of a certain rank and edu- 
cation in the ſeveral cities of . this great 
kingdom through which I paſt, all the 
reſt are ſo many ruſtics, whoſe language 
18 continually varying; and who differ 
as much in taſte from the polite perſons 
abovemention'd, as they do in dreſs; ſo 
that the few only are true Frenchmen, . 
who preſide over the reſt, and are diſtin- 
guiſh'd from thoſe whom |! we call the! 
common people. . * 1. 
BEING arriv'd at 8 we enquir d. | 
as we had always done, for the beſt inn' 
in the town, and the firſt thing we heard 
at our alighting from our horſes, was, 
that the king of England had been two 
days in that place. IIluſtrious monarch ! 
ſays my lord Axminſter, when he heard 
Vol. I. L this; 
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this; in what a low condition art thou, 


at the ſame time that thy throne and thy 
| palaces are filPd by rebels and wicked 
wretches'! His majeſty was incognito in 
this place, and he had ſcarce a larger 
train than my lord Axminſter, who had 
hir'd a valet de chambre and four men- 
ſervants in Roan. We repos'd ourſelves 
but a moment after our journey, for my 
lord had a,ftrong deſire to wait upon his 


majeſty, who gave him immediate au- 


dience. His majeſty had never ſeen him 


before, my lord not having left America, 
till after the murther of the king his fa- | 
ther. I was with my lord Axminſter. | 
Notwithſtanding all the experience I had 


acquir'd in Roan, and our journey, I 
could not ſuppreſs a kind of trembling 
which ſeiz'd me, as I came near the king's 
apartment. This was not ſo much fear. 
as a confus'd ſenſation of reſpect, tender- 
_ neſs and compaſſion united; for J reflected 
at one and the ſame time on his great- 
neſs and ill fortune. I now found ſome 
remains of the impreſſion which his fa- 
ther's fatal death had made on me, when 
J heard my mother relate it. Beſides, I 
had that idea of majeſty which a young 
man firſt forms of himſelf, who has ne- 
ver been in the royal preſence ; and I mw 
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tred his apartment with the ſame awe as 
into a church. He was ' ſtanding and 
talking with two Engli/b gentlemen, his 
attendants. His ſweet and amiable coun- 
tenance encourag'd me at once; but at 
the. ſame time I obſerv'd a melancholy 
in his eyes, which undoubtedly was ow- 
mg to his reflecting continually on his 
royal father*s ſufferings and his own. 

Mr lord Axminſter fell at his majeſty's 
feet, who rais'd him up and embrac'd 
him. My lord, fays he, with the utmoſt 
ſweetneſs and grace, we know: one ano- 
ther only by name; but if your atttach- 
ment to my perſon is equal to the efteem 
I have for you, from the relation I have 
had of your great merit, we ſhall ſoon 
be friends. I have, ſays his majeſty, heard 
part of your ſufferings 3 and I often won- 
der*d, as you left London above a year 


ago, that you did not ſhelter yourſelf 


with me. If you are now come upon 
that deſign, you may depend that 
Pl: endeavour to make your aſylum as 
agreeable as poſſible. My lord Axmin- 
ter anſwer' d this obliging complement 
in a reſpectful manner, and told his ma- 
jeſty that it had not been in his power 
to wait upon him ſooner; and then de- 
claring the great 1 he had = 
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ſee his majeſty, he at the ſame time aſ- 


ſur'd him that his life and fortune were 
at his ſervice, whom he look' d upon as 
his only lawful ſovereign. Alas! my. 
lord, ſays his majeſty with a ſigh; with 
what pleaſure could I a down my own 
to deliver unhappy England from tyran- 


ny! When will my ſubjects open their 


eyes, and recognize a king who would 
employ the laſt drop of it to make them 
happy ! But I look upon the arrival of 
worthy men like you as a happy omen. 


But the misfortunes of our kingdoms 


and our own are not yet paſt a femedy. 
Upon this my lord Axminſter told him 
a thouſand particulars; and his majeſty 
heard with the utmoſt aftoniſhmenr the 
danger to which we had been expos'd in 
Roan. King Charles had met with ſeve- 
ral of the ſame nature; and he: affur'd 
us that he ſhould more than once have 
fallen a prey to villainy and treafon, had 
he not been preſerv'd by the immediate 
indulgence of heaven. After having con- 
vers'd for a conſiderable time, he ſaid 


to my lord in the moſt obliging man- 


ner, that, as he was but juſt arrived, he 


muſt neceſſarily want to repoſe himſelf 5. 


and that therefore he advis'd him to take 
a lictle reſt, and. defer their talking of more 
important 
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important matters till another opportut 
nity. .: Before I left the apartment I» fell 
at his majeſty's feet. This, ſays my 
lord Axminſter, is a young man, who is 
one of your zealous adherents, tho* he 
be ſon to the uſurper. Oliver's ſon! ſays 
the king' with a kind of horror : Yes, 
ſays: =_ lord; but a ſon worthy of a 
better father, and: ſuch a one as T could 
wiſh: to be bleſt with; ſaying) which he 
gave his majeſty. a ſhort relation of mine 


and my mother's ſtory, and he And o 


it with the utmoſt attention 
NM lord had ſcarce. ended, has ** 
king aſk d m ee name. The viſt 
count had for mentioning it, becauſe 
as ſie had been the late king's miſtreſt 
for ſome time, he thought it — proper 
to recal it to his ſon's remembrance; but 
his majeſty being urgent with him, ha 
bhſwer'd that her name was Cleveland: 
Good heavens ! ſays the king, what's 
that I hear? I really had ſome notion of 
tllis. Let ſomebody fly and call old. Mr. 
Cleveland; Pm ſure he will. be overjoy'd 
at this news : and accordingly one of the 
gentlemen went and call'd my grand- 
father, who” was one of his majeſty's at- 
tendants. Whilſt they were gone to call 
11 his majeſty told us that my grand- 
F = LL 3 father 
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father had adher'd fo inviolably to bin 


ever ſince his royal father's death, that 


he did not believe he had a more "Faith- 
ful. ſervant; that he took a great plea- 
ſure in telling him, and hearing him re- 
late ſtories of paſt times; but that he 
had not entertain'd him ſo often - with 
any thing, as the amours of his daugh- 
ter with the late king; the ill fortune 
ſhe had to loſe his favour, and to be 
forc'd to ingratiate herfelf with Oliver; 
the . ſhe — made, but all to 
no purpoſe, to get admittance again, in- 
to her father's houſe; and the ſorrow in- 


to which he was afterwards d for 
uſing her ſo cruelly, when # ray 4a 


loſt all his other chiidben, he call'd © f 


mind that ſhe only ſurviv'd ; that he had 
afterwards ſearch'd for her every where ; 
but that being never able to find his dear 
daughter, he had inceſſantly reproach'd 
himſelf with her ruin, which he look'd 
upon as a barbarous and unnatural action. 
Whilſt the king was telling us this, Mr. 
Cleveland came into the apartment where 
we were, but without telling him that 
any ſtrangers were arriv'd. I felt an 


unuſual emotion at the ſight of the old 


gentleman, when I fix'd my eyes ſted- 
taſtly upon him, and had not my _ 
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for the king check'd me, I ſhould have 
run and embrac'd him. Cleveland, ſays 
the king, what will you give me if I re- 
ſtore your daughter to you? Alas! fir, 
fays he to me, with the tears ſtandin 
in his eyes, heaven has. not reſerved ſo 
much happineſs for my old age. I can't 
ſay, continu*d his majeſty, that PII re- 
ſtore herſelf to you; then I can 


2 perſon who very much reſembles, and is 


nearly related to her. Turn about, ſays his 
majeſty, and embrace that young man, 
who is her ſon by Oliver. As the name 
of his daughter ſeem'd to have made a 
render impreſſion on Mr. Cleveland, that 
of the uſurper immediately deſtroy'd it; 
ſo that inſtead of embracing me, he flew 


off at a diſtance, when he gaz'd upon 


me attentively. The king ſeem'd to be 

leas'd at viewing the attitude he was 
in, for he had one foot forward, and his 
whole body reſted on his other leg, which 
was drawn back; his eyes were flaring 
wide upon me; but he did not ſeem to 
be mov d, ſo that one would have thought 
his heart was hardned by looking at me. 
But now he began to ſoften a little, and 
I could ſee the tears ſteal ſoftly down his 


cheeks, when my anxiety and bluſhing 


began to melt him. Your majeſty, fays. 
L 4 .- (ö 
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he, (turning about to the king, and after. 
wards throwing himſelf about my neck) 
will give me leave to embrace him. He 
is ſon to the abominable wretch who put 
my ſovereign to death, but then he is 


the ſon alſo of my deareſt daughter. If 


he has receiv'd ill blood from his father, 
he ſhall, ſhed it in his King's defence. 
Will you not, ſays he, claſping me 
faſt, my dear ſon? Won't you love him 
whom heaven has appointed for your 


lawful ſovereign, and ſhed the laſt drop 


of your blood in his cauſe? 

A indifferent ſpectator, if twas poſ- 
fible for any one to be ſuch in ſo tender 
_ a ſcene, would have found it a difficult 
matter, to judge, from Mr. Cleveland's 
looks and expreſſions, whether he was 
fonder of his fovereign or his grandſon. 


He was half a quarter of an hour in 


theſe emotions, ſometimes caſting his eyes 
on the king, and beſeeching him to have 


ſome eſteem for me; and at others, di- 


recting his glances to. me, to conjure me 


never to ſwerve in the duty I owed the 
beſt of ſovereigns. The king was ſo de- 


lighted to hear him talk, that nothing 
could have prompted his majeſty to make 
him change the difcourſe, bur the fear 


he was under, leſt ſuch ſtrong emotions 


ſhould 
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ſhould | prove of dangerous conſequence 
to a perſon of ſo advanc'd an age. He 


then aſſur'd him that he would take the 


utmoſt care of me, and uſe me like his 
own child. 

Wr now ſeem'd to be among our ac- 
quaintance in Bayne, Mr. Clevdand 
was overjoy'd to fee himfelf live again, 


as it were, in his grandfon ; Nor was 


my lord Axminſter leſs ovegop'd with his 
majeſty's converſation, which he was fre- 
_ indulg'd. He always attended 
upon him when he went to the confe- 
rences, or made private viſits to oo 
Marbrine, who was look*d upon as oy 
director of all the affairs of Karte ie © 
was equally ignorant with the oublic 5 a 
the particulars of their fore and 
debates : But as the moſt able politicians 
ſometimes let drop ſome diſtant hints o 
the buſineſs they are upon ; I remember 
T often heard the king complain equal- 
ly of France and Spain; and fay, that 
tho? both thoſe crowns behav'd very dif- 
ferently towards him, they yet agreed in 
one point, which was to act very cold- 
ly in his intereſt. France treated him, in 
outward a appearance, with great kindneſs 


and ref] Every one pitied his di- 


ſtreſs the French made him very con- 
„ ſiderable 


r 
ſiderable preſents privately, and when he 
was in Paris they paid him all imaginable 
honours; but then, at the ſame time, the 
queen and the cardinal were in perfect 
harmony with his enemies. They had 
declar'd war againſt Spain in concert with 
Oliver, and *twas to pleaſe him that the 
French fleet had beat their enemies in the 
Downs and taken Dunkirk : They had 
recogniz*d him as lawful protector of 
the commonwealth of England; and ſent } 
- ambaſſadors to him and receiv'd his. 
Spain acted in a quite different manner. 
At the ſame time that they affected to 
be wholly indifferent with regard to the 
Enghifh affairs and the king's intereſt, 
they offer'd underhand to reſtore him to 
His kingdom ; but then *twas on ſuch 
hard and diſadvantageous conditions, that 
he plainly ſaw they were not touch'd 
with his misfortunes, and conſider'd no- 
thing but their own mtereſt. Don Lewis 
de Hare, who lighted him ſo far out- 
wardly, that he did not even depute a 
a gentleman to him; yet at the ſame 
time carried on a. private correſpondence 
with him, by which he was every day 
making new propoſals ; but theſe were 
ſo unreaſonable, that the king often com- 
Plain'd of them as of ſo many inſults. 
5 They 
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They requir'd no leſs than, that the 
King ſhould abandon to Spain, all the 
Engliſh dominions in South- America 3; 
and not only give up Dunkirk after his 


_ reſtoration, but aſſiſt the Spaniards in 
recovering all the French conqueſts in 


Flanders. Don Lewis put an end to his 
ridiculous ſolicitations, after the __ treaty 
of peace, and the marriage was conclu- 
ded between Lewis XIV. and the In- 
fanta of Spain; and this being done, plea- 
— much more attended to than bu- 

eſs. 1555 


I x the mean time, the continual con- 


verſations which my lord Axminfer had 
with his majeſty, gave riſe to a thought 
which the king unagin'd would be of 


great ſervice to him. He knew the fi- 
gure this lord and his father had made 


in America, and how dear they were to 
the inhabitants. The great ſettlements 
which the Engii/h have in thoſe. parts, 


make a conſiderable part of the ſtrength aß 
their | 


their kingdom ; tis the foundation 
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lord thought this project POWs PE I 
and fo far from having a reluctance to 
attempt it, he was as much prompted to 
it by inclination, as by the ſubmiſſion 
he ow*'d to his ſovereigns commands. 
After the dreadful reverſes of fortune he 
had met with in Eurupe, noching bound 
him to. it but his zeal for che ſervice of 
his king. America would be a large 
field for him to exerciſe it in; and he 
hop'd that the ſight of a region where 
he had ſpent ſo many happy years, would 
conduce to give his mind a chea 
turn, and eraſe ſeveral gloomy ideas from 
his foul, which would always cleave to 


him fo long as he ſhould be near Eng- 


land. I was immediately told this re- 
folution, and it threw me in the utmoſt: 


Perplexity, for I forefaw all the diffi- 


ceilties 1 ſhould infallibly meet with, 


eicher from Mr. Cleveland; who: now 
lovid me ſo much that he would rioves 


conſent to my going with lord Ax- 


ininfterz or from my own heart, which 
would wy leſs permit me to abandon 
miſs Fanny, the idol of my affections ; 
on to got any diſtance from hen fa- 


ther,- 1 tender and er beloved Lows . 


«, oy, . . < 
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Taz oppoſition which I. had' foreſeen; 
began the moment Mr. Cleveland heard of 
my lord's voyage; for no ſooner was'he 
inform'd of it, but he came running to 
= in the utmoſt confuſion. I imagine; ſays: 
— dor't intend to leave Europe. 

— lord has acted the part of a father 
to you till now, but now I am to take 
his place; and; beſides yu cannot have 
forgot what the King promiſed you. He 
ſpoke theſe — in ſo ftrong, ſo af- 
fectionate a manner, that I cou'd not an. 
fwer him, for fear of making him unea fy. 
He look*d upon my ſilence as a mark that 
I conſented ; and was ſo overjoyed: at it; 
that he gave out, I was going to leave 
my lord Axminſter, in order. to follow king 
Charles to Flanders, I ſpent ſome hours 
in conſidering: what todo, > wh making, 
me melancholy, I went to Miſs Fanny's 
apartment, in order to chear my mind. 
The coldneſs and indifference wich which 
ſhe heard ſome general queſtions L made 
with regard to her father's voyage;plainly 
diſcovered ' that. the had ſome uncaſinets. 
upon her fplrits. Lafee d her whether 
ſomething had not chagrin'd her, but 
ſhe anſwer'd in ſuch an ambigudus mand 
ner as made the whole 4 myſtery. Mrx. 


Kal. who was preſent, ſeem'd to be _ 
8 
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leis troubled. As we ſtill lodg'd in the 
Inn at Bayonne, and that the great num- 
ber of travellers, made us be very much 
ſtraitned with regard to room, we gene- 
rally ſpent the day in the apartment of our 
ladies. My lord came in the inſtant their 
kind of ſullen humour was going to make 
me leave it, when he mention'd the king's 
departure, which was put off to the next 
week ; and then turning about to me, he 
aſk'd me whether I was preparing to fol- 
low him. This queſtion ſpoke with ſuch 
an air as ſeem'd to denote that we were 
to be certainly ſeparated; and with ſuch 
a tone that one would have thought him 
glad of it, threw me into ſo deep a me- 
lancholy, that I cou'd not utter a word. 
My lord looked upon the perplexity I 
was in, as an effect of the confuſion I 
was under, for having concerted upon 
ſuch a thing without acquainting him with 
it; and afterwards changing the diſ- 
courſe, he went out without ſaying a 
word more, which put me to ſo much 
pain, that I could rot forbear dropping 
a tear. I find then, ſays I to Miſs Fan- 
ay, that my lord is weary of me; he had 
better, ſays I with great warmth, (not 
confidering that Mrs. Riding was preſent) 
kill me than force me to 8 
{ ele 
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Theſe words, tho ſpoke at random, were 


nevertheleſs inellighle enough Mrs, Ri. 
ding was ſo much ſurpriz' d, and Miſs 


Hey in ſuch confuſion, that ſhe bluſh'd; 


upon Kn I roſe up, reſolving to 89 : 
= uneaſine 


and muſe upon my 
Ms. Riding followed me. Tau forms 


fays ſhe, taking me into another. room, 
to be quite chang d; I always thought 
you prudent and rational, and ſuppoſed 
that you wanted only a little knowledge 


of the world to complete you; but ſo far 


from it, that ſcaxce — you began to 
uu a little, but . wiſdom —— 


ou at once. mit me, ſays ſhe, 
r of decla- 
„ of 5 irſt, *tis a 


breach of gratitude ng 
in — to leave my = == 


giving him ſome ke of it. Se- 
condly, can any thang, be ſo horrible, or 
| fo repugnant to the principles you have 
always proſeſs d, to have not only con- 
ceaPd —.— us your amorous intrigue in 
Roan ; but proteſted before my 
his daughter, that you was abſolutely 
reſolv d not to have any correſpondence 
with the lady w eee you, at the 
fame time that you romis d to mar- 
ry her. What name will you give to 15 0 
I 
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infidions,” FR hypocritical 4 dhe 3 V5 
lordafd Mifs Fit had diice'the Hi 8 0 
vallie or you; hüt now they are ID 
chang' d. As for my ſelf, ho 15's 
you with the tenderneſs of a mother, 1 
muſt confeſs tis very much Teffkn'd; 

dio? 'F'eou'd have willyd to love "jolt a; as 
long as'I liv'd.. Dien NL e143 
Hun F Höt had che rmeſt reſet for 
Mrs. Riding, I ſhould have immediately 
told her chat ſhe talk'd madly, for I dir 
not underſtarid'a word ſhe ſaid. T forbore 
pteparing ny reader” for this incident, 
poſely that HE might be as much fur 
priz d at the rcading of it, as I was when 
I began tochear it; but Pl now relate Ts 
few words the circumſtance hich gave riſe 
to it, for fear, Teſt my Poltponing it 


ſhould make” my. relation. not ee 


fo intelli gible, © AjOR 

"Ms: 5050 „horn 1 had dui forgot 
at my deen "Rot and he hail ne- 
ver carrieti 8 any 'torrel) Penldence with 


17 6 — which T had occaſion to reproach | 
the; T fly,; had not forgot me 


| ba gn. F alt henceforward = 
Hen th Ve her brother's name, purpoſely, 
conctal, as I Kive done before,” that o hat 
late huſband; who wit of one of the moſt 
diſtinguilh'd funitie in Roan. This lady 


l put. 
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put ſuch a conſtruction as was, moſt fa- 
vourable to her wiſhes, to the plain and 
honeſt anſwer I had made her when ſhe 
| reproach'd me; but her being wounded, 

which happen'd two days after I had vi- 


ſited her with my lord Omer/on, prevent- _ 


ed her revealing: herſelf further to me, 
before my ſetting out. She was not even 
informed of it, till ſuch time as her 
wounds began to heal, when ſhe was vi- 
ſited by ſeveral Zxgh/b gentlemen. How 
much ſoever ſhe might reſent my going; 
away without taking leave of her, ſne im- 
puted it to the neceſſity I: was under ob 
following my lord Axminſter 3, and ſhe ſo 
far diſclos'd her mind ta; my lord Omer. 
/on, that ſhe hinted to him, ſhe ſhould 
not be unwilling to be my wife. My 
lord Omer/ſon, who had ſome love for me; 
and not being acquainted with my un- 
happy circumſtances, thought this would 
be: an advantageous mate for me, did 
all that lay in his power to confirm hen 
in that reſolution, He Ratter'd her daily 
with the hopes, that I ſhould return to 
Roan with the king 3) and he promiſed her, 
in my name, the utmaſt [gratirude;: in re- 
quital of the favours ſhe was pleated to 
indulge me. And, indeed, he: depended 
ſo much on my conſent, that in his letter 

rug = 


234 _ The Life ff  --- 

to my lord Axminſter, he mention'd Mrs. 
Lallin and I, as allotted for one another; 
and as two perſons who waited only for 
the nuptial ceremony, being already u- 


nited by the ſtrongeſt ties of love and 


eſteem; 

Tunis letter came the ſame day, when 
Mr. Cleveland had imagin'd by my ſi- 
lence, that 1 was reſolv'd not to go to 
the Wfi-lnaies. At his going out of my 
* room, he found lord Axminſter reading 
it; and making it a kind of punctilio 
of honour to take me, as it were out 


of his hands; he told him in a very 


blunt manner, that I was reſolv'd to fol- 
low the king into Handers. My lord had, 


as he imagin'd, juſt reaſons to be of. 


fended at my ingratitude; and indeed 1 
was more oblig'd to him than to any 
other perſon living, not only for his 
former favours, but for thoſe he intend- 
ed to indulge me; his reſentment there- 


fore was proportionable to his Kkindneſſes. 
His lordſhip had immediately told the 
whole to Mrs. Riding and miſs Fanny, 
and — both had condemn'd me; but 


as friendſhip Hill pleaded in my favour, 
my lord went out to look for me, and 
give me an opportunity of coming, at 
eaſt, to ſome explanation; now it fo 
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happen d. that I came into his daugh- 
ter's apartment unobſerv'd by him; but 
he coming a moment after me, and ſee- 
ing that I not only perſiſted in con- 
cealing the pretended deſign of my mar- 
riage with Mrs. Lallin; but even =p 
ſuppos'd intention of going along wi 
the king, which his lordſhi hip fancied I 
conceal'd purpoſely from him; he there- 
fore had left the room with much yon 
diſguſt than before. 

Tas rn 
uneaſy, to hear Mrs. Riding repr 
me in this ſharp, but — manner. I 
was altogether as ignorant of what had 
paſt at Roan, as I was of the report of 
my departure which my grandfather had 
ſpread abroad; ſo that I gaz'd for ſome 
time upon Mrs. Riding, without being 
able to anſwer a word. At laſt my in- 
nocence giving me courage, I told her 
ſhe would have no occaſion: ta employ 
her eloquence to make me ſenſible 2 
— faults, in caſe ſne could tell me of 
1 had committed: However, I was 
— ig'd to put a thouſand queſtions to 
her, before I could prevail with her to 
explain the whole to me, which ſhe did 
at laſt, when ſhe told me all the crimes 
I was accus'd of, | and the perſons who 
accus'd 
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accus'd me. Tho' I was vaſtly well 
pleas'd to find myſelf innocent of them all, 
J yet was very much afflicted to think 
my lord could ſo much as fuſpect me to 
be ungrateful; or that my charming 
miſs Fanny could have a notion that it 
were poſſible for me to lover any perſon 
ſo much as herſelf. . Heavens! fays I, 
how unhappy is an upright and generous 
heart, whenzüt has no other way of diſ- 
covering its ſincerity but by worts} that 
is to ſay, by an expedient which ingra- 
titude abuſes, - and which perfidy _ 
render ſubſervient to its vil 
As for my — argv 1 
Ballia, a ys I to Mrs. Riding, gazing at 
the fame time upon her Nith an ait af me. 
lancholy, as we ire now ſo far from Ryan, 
J can juſtify myfelf no other wiſe than by 
my cries, and "thai -fmcerity of my al- 
pect. As my lord thought me ſo vilecas 
to difſguiſe my ſentiments in ſo odious a 
manner, he undaubredly will be Perſuad- 
ell that I. ſhall einploy untruths to clear 
myſelf.” I therefore don't fee how it will 
be poſſible for me, to reſtore myſelf to 
nes opinion he once turevtaih'd' of 
With "regard. to my following his 
arb is a falſe ſtory I can eaſily 


Nenn ; and had any perſon but Mi. 
* So Cleveland 
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Cleveland ſpread it. abroad, I ſhould have 
call'd him a liar to his face. Heavens |: 
ſays I, obſerving that my uneaſineſs bes: 
gan to ſoften Mrs. Riding, I again in- 
voke thy ſuccour. Why doſt thou not 
diſcover my innocence ſince thou haſt 
form'd me lincere and Meng oy dif- 
mulation? 1 
Mx s. Riding, his knew me too well 
to doubt the —_—_ of. my affeverations, 
immediately reſum'd the good opinion 
me had before entertain'd of me; and 
thereupon told me that ſhe would im- 
mediately go and: undeceive my lord Au- 
| minfter ancf his daughter: If muſs Fan- 
ay, ſays 1, in a fudden tranſport, thinks 
me guilty, Jam the moſt unhappy wretch 
breathing. Mrs. Riding had not forgot 
the words I had ſaid to mils Fanny a 
ere of an hour before; but the . 
Iſpoke laſt; letting her at once into the 
ſecrets of my ſoul, oſne aſł d me why IL 
dreaded fo! much to diſpleaſe miſs Faun. 
I myſelf was: ſenſible that I had diſco- 
ver'd too much, but then I had nd o 
caſioni to repent my having done it, as 
Mrs. eiding had always us'd me with 
_ a-mother?s tenderneſs ; ſo far from it, that 
I was glad I had found fuch an. oppor- 
runiey of diſclofing .t6 her the genuine: 
ſentiments 
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fentiments of my heart. I then told her 
that miſs Fanny was very dear to me, 
and how much I had endeavour'd to 
hide it from her, which made her ſmile, 
You're a pretty philoſopher, ſays ſhe. 
Take care, or wiſdom will be ſhipwreck'd 
on the ſhelves of love. I conjur'd her 
to tell me ſincerely what ſhe thought of 
this matter. Mrs. Riding was a woman 
of admirable ſenſe. Let virtue, ſays the, 
be always dear to you; and never di. 
ſtruſt either love or fortune: This was 


all I was able to get out of her. 
Wr afterwards return'd to miſs Fan- 


xy's chamber, when the ſight of that 


dear creature awaken'd the anguiſh I had 
juſt before felt. *T'was either this, or a 
kind of ſatisfaction 1 found in m — 
for having reveal'd my paſſion to 
Riding, that made me fall at her ws ; 
and continue filent for ſome time, whilſt 
Mrs. Riding undertook my. juſtification. 
Miſs Fanny ſeem'd overjoy'd-to find me 
— — ent when ſhe had ſo little expected 
then took an opportunity of ſaying 
— tender things, with regard to the 
„which the bare reflection of her 
coldneſs made me feel. I was melted 
to tears, and forgetting inſenſibly all my 


reſolves, I took her hand, and kiſſing 
od 
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it in the moſt tender manner, vow'd to 
love her ſo long as I had life. I had 
no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, but re- 
fieting on the words which had dropt 
from me, I look'd wiſhfully at her, and 
trembled at the ſame time. This threw 
her into ſome confuſion. I have ſaid too 
much, ſays I, caſting down my p ; 
but as you have now got my ſecret from 
me, you may pronounce whether I am 
to live or die. She continued dumb for 
a moment, when turning to Mrs. Riding, 
ſhe aſk*'d her, with a languiſhing air, 
what anſwer ſhe ſhould make me. I 
ſee plainly, ſays that lady, who had 
ſome reaſons not to diſapprove our amour, 
that you had taken your reſolution be- 
fore you aſk'd my advice. Anſwer him 
as your heart dictates ; that is, that you 
are far from hating him. May, ſays 
ſhe, your affection be reciprocal, ſo long 
as each of. you ſhall deſerve it! Love, 
ſince you are in the blooming ſeaſon of 
life ; heaven approves it, and my lord 
will not be diſpleas'd at it. | 
I was fo much ſurpriz'd, and at the 
ſame time ſo overjoy'd at what I heard, 
that ſure reality never appear'd to me ſo 
much like a dream. Eyven the emotions 
which my heart chen felt, ſeem'd diffe- 
| rent 


* 
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rent from thoſe we are ſenſible to when 
awake. . *Twas ſomething methoughts 
that was above nature; ſomething more 


than mortals are capable of feeling; 


Twas O *tis inexpreſſible] But ne- 
ver was I before or ſince bleſs'd with fo 
delicious a moment. I again catch'd hold 
of my dear, dear Fanny's hands; and in a 
tranſport which I. expreft only by my 
tears, I kiſs'd them a thouſand times, 
nor did ſhe once endeavour to pull them 
from me. I roſe up with the fame 
tranſport, and embrac'd Mrs. Riding; 
when I begg*d her to confirm the hap- 


py approbation ſhe! had indulg'd ms 


and to tell me, whether ſhe believ* 

my lord would be 'favourable to my 
wiſhes. She anſwer'd, that ſhe had per- 
haps done wrong in diſcovering her 


thoughts at once to us, but that ſhe ne- 


vertheleſs did not repent of it; that it 
would be proper for miſs Fanny and I 
to ſet our minds at eaſe, till ſuch time 
as ſhe had an opportunity of reſuming 
the diſcourſe about me, which ſhe: had 
with my lord the night before; that this 
nobleman, the firſt time he ſpake to her 
of his voyage to America, aſk'd her whe- 
ther ſhe was inclin'd to go along with 
him; that upon her anſwering, ſhe 
. | would 


3 2 
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ſhe would willingly. follow him all the 
world over, he E aſk*d her whether 
the believ'd I was willing to go along 


with them; that as ſhe did not know 
my inclinations on that head, and there- 
ph could not determine, ſhe: had of- 
fer'd. to ſound me in caſe his lordſhip 
chought. proper; but he deſir d her only 
to mention the voyage to me, in order 
to ſee how IL. would take it; that from 
what he had obſery'd, he beliey'd I was 
in loye with his daughter; and that as 
he had the utmoſt affection for me, he 
would willingly marry his daughter to 
me, and take me along with him to 
America ; but then he was reſolv'd L. 
ſhould be prompted to it by inclina- 
tion; 5. that he had deſir'd her, without 
mentioning the circumſtances abovemen- 
tion'd,. to endeavour to diſcover my real 
intentions, and how far I mi 2 
him and his daughter. ſays 
ſhe, when I aflur'd- you wile Pas lord 
would not condemn your paſſion, tis 
plain I had the juſteſt reaſons for acer 
ing it; nor have I broke my word w1 
his lordſhip, in reveali ing What he — 
tends to do for you, ſince I did not. do 
it, till I was before aſſurꝰd that you loy'd 
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Hewever, I ſhould be ſorry to deprive 
him of the ſatisfaction which he propos'd, 
in acquainting you with it himſelf ; and 
therefore you muſt pretend to know no- 
thing of the matter, when he informs you 
of it, I'll go ſays ſhe, and wait upon his 
lordſhip; and will endeavour to remove 
the ill impreflions which your grandfa- 
ther and my lord Omerſon's letter have 
made upon him to your prejudice 3 and 
afterwards inform him, that you have as 
high a value for him and his daughter, 
as he thought you had. Go, ſays J in 
the ſtrongeſt raptures of joy and admi- | 
ration, good madam ; and aſſure my lord 
that heaven cannot make a man happier | 
than I ſhall think myſelf, in caſe he in- 
dulges my paſſion for his inchanting 
VVV 
I was now alone with my dear crea- 
ture. Her confuſion and mine were e- 
qual for a few moments; but as it was 
owing to the perplexity we were in, it 
ſoon gave way to the moſt pafſionate and 
tender diſcourfe. Thoſe treaſures of love 
which filence and conſtraint had ſo long 
confined in our hearts, now no longer 
fear d to unfold themfelves in full Iber- 
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fhort every thing ſeem'd to unite to reſ- 
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My lovely Fanny indulg'd me ſuch 
confeſſions that I thought my ſelf more 
than bleſt; and yet ar the {Genie this I 
ſeem'd not fatisfied , ſo eager I was to 
have them repeated. I told her the rife 
of my paſſion, its effects, my timid and 
awful hopes; the deſign I had either to 


conceal them fo long as I liv'd, or to- 


wait for ſome fortuitous circumſtances 
which I cou'd not foreſee, and had ſcarce. 
the boldneſs to wiſh for. I ſeem'd ſa- 
tisfied with my tenderneſſes, even when awe 
confined it in the moſt ſecret receſſes of 
my heart: to what a height of happy- 


neſs did I ſee my ſelf inſtantly raiſed, by 


Miſs Fanny's aſſuring me that I was dear 
to her] by the liberty I was allow'd of 
breathing my paſſion, and the hopes I 
flatter'd myſelf with, of one day tan | 
it. My joy was not only above 3 
ſion, but even the extent of my ideas. 
Fortune which had ſo long perſecuted 
me z heaven, which hitherto had treated 
me with rigour ; love; friendſhip, in 


cue me from a ſtate of miſery, and raiſe 
me to a condition that kings might envy. 

Heaven! would I frequently ſay in tran- | 
ſport, I did not beſeech thee to indulge 


me ſo much; thou poureſt out feliciry 
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with too liberal a hand; leſſen thy Be- 
neficence; my joys are ſo great chair they 

oppreſs me. . And the next moment chang: 
mg my withes, I: would beſeech it, to in- 
creaſe my felicity, if *twere poſſible, and. 

make it for ever thus exquiſite. | 

My charmer anſwered me with ſach- 
an air of ſatisfaction, as fhow'd ſhe was. 
pleas'd at what ſhe heard. She ſpake. 
but very little; but I-knew her ſo well, 
that N was highly delighted ſhe approv d 
of my careſſes. Tho“ her glances were 
very reſerv'd, they yet were paſſionate; 
but every. time ſhe fix'd her eyes upon- 
me, my heart was on fire, and I. 
felt ſome emotion I-had not before been 
ſenſible to. She thank*d previdence that 
IT lov*d her as well as the wiſh'd ſhould ;- 
and aflured me in the moſt modeſt manner, 
that in caſe IL were. really the man I en- 
deavour'd to perſuade her I was, we 
then ſhould be an inſtanee of a perfect paſ- 

ion; and,, as far as lay in her N oh: 
eternal conſtancy and fidelity. 
A: wHiLs after Mrs. Riding brought as 
joyful. news. T will neither,.ſays ſhe at her. 
coming in, be my. lord's fault or. mine, if 
u are not the happieſt couple upon earth. 
You will be married before we leave Bayonne, 
and my lord fafſur'd me, that it would be 
as ſatisfactory to him as to either of 8 
. > 
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She added,. that he had waited upon. the. 


king, to deſire his conſent. to. our mar- 
riage, and to do ſomething for me. 875 
lord himſelf came a quarter of an hour af- 
ter, and diſcover'd ſo much joy and ſa- 
risfaction in his countenance, chat I. did 
not doubt but his Majeſty had granted his 
requeſt. The firſt teſtimonies he now 
gave me of his friendſhip, was his em- 
bracing and calling me his dear ſon: 


Then taking his Daughter and I by. the. 


hand, and carrying us to the king's ap- 
' partment; I now.. ſays he, preſent my. 
two children to your Majeſty. Ican US 
ly fay which is deareſt to me:; and tis in 
order that I may. now. be no i longer 
oblig'd to make any difference. between 
them, that I am reſolv'd to unite them 
together ſo cloſe, that they may, hence- 
forward be but one. The king told him, 
that he ſympathized with us in the joy we 
felt, and as an inſtance of the eſteem he had 
for me, he would begin by knighting me, 
which he did immediately with the uſual 
ceremonies. This is the firſt ſtep, ſays 
the king, as he was performing the cere; 
mony; you are but young, and, therefore 
L deſire that th hopes of my raiſing you 
to greater honours, may, for ſome time, 
excite you to atchieve ſuch actions _ 
make 
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make you 'worthy of them; and I give 
Fou my royal word, that your ſervices 
_ ſhall berewarded far beyond your expec- 
tations. My lord, ſays his majeſty, has 
inform'd me that you intend to accom- 
pany him to the de. Indies Go, and 
be aſſur'd that your king will remember 
you both, This prince had ſomething ſo 
mild and engaging in his air and behavi- 
our, as 1s rarely met with in a ſovereign; 
and my lord was receiv'd daily with the 
higheſt teſtimonies of his eſteem and con- 
fidence. He was ſo very impatient to ſet 
out for America in order to ſerve his ma- 
jeſty, that he beſought him to give leave 
that we might be married in his preſence, 
in order that we might embark, before he 
left the city. The king granted his re- 
queſt, and appointed the next day for our 
marriage. Tho? *twould have been im- 
poſſible to have made very grand prepa- 
rations for it in ſo ſhort a time, yet his ma- 
jeſty and my lord would have had it fo- 
lemniz'd in a ſplendid manner, had not 
heaven frown'd upon us, and difappoint- 
ed all our- hopes; but now I was goin 
to ſee a new face of things, and fate ha 
hot declar'd itſelf, with regard to me, till 
this inftant, TO 

Tr TRE 
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Tux reader has found by the bee g 
account of my life, that it was not yet 
abſolutely unhappy. Fortune indeed had 
perſecuted me almoſt from my birth, but 
then I had not been very much affected 
by it. I had evenalmoſt made ill fortune 
habitual to me, till I began to be acquaint: ' 
ed with my lord Axminſter, whoſe con- 
pany and friendſhip had made life very 
cable z but my love for his daughter 
had done ſtill more, for it had made me 
happy. My marriage with her the 
next morning was going to complete my 
wiſhes. Thus I had no room to com- 
plain of what was paſt, as I found my 
ſelf in ſuch a ſtate, as gave me a juſt rea- 
fon to be joyful. How dark ſoever futu- 
rity might be, it yet would have been unjuſt 

in me to ſuſpect it, ſince my happineſs _ 
was now going to be eſtabliſh'd on the 
moſt ſolid foundation. In a word, I was 
fatisfied with my condition; my ſoul was 
at eaſe, or at leaſt was ſenſible to nothing 
but the moſt delightful emotions. 

NEeveRTHELESsS, all this edifice .of 

happineſs and tranquillity, was an illuſion |} 
of the fancy, which ha roſe b y yrs. rn IF 4 
and was now to vaniſh away in an inſtan 

My name was writ in the blackeſt page of | 

the book of fate! and was lined, 
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I was to ſubmit to, one after another, 
My good genius had endeavour'd to 
get them repaal'd, but in Van 3 all it 
was able to do in eighteen y was to 
f1 uſpend their execution. - Ovheaven, who 
haſt given me fortitude. to- bear up 
under them, endue me now with ſtrength 
ſufficient to recal them to my memory! 
Twas with the utmoſt ſtruggles that I. 
drove them from my imagination, while 
I was writing the firſt part of my life; 

but I find my ſorrows return, and they. | 
now croud, as it were,” under my pen, 
as che reader will e in the ſequel. 
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